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UFOs seen 
again near 
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laid she saw something she first 
thought was a distant flock of 
geese, but closer observation 



"Communion," by Whitley 
Strieber. Morrow. 

Here they come again, the 
inhabitants of the UFOs, those 
smallish, rather polite creatures 
from elsewhere. The most famous 
visitations were perhaps published 
in Look magazine a number of years 
ago. Always, the creatures appear to 
be smaller than earthlings and to 
have large, rather slanted eyes. 

The creatures arc usually 
represented as being on earth on 
various research projects that 
require experiments on, humans that 
range from elaborate to simple. 
They appear to administer no 
punishment and mean no harm. 

They arc as fascinating to 
Americans as the sex lives of 
superstars or ways to get around the 
IRS. The supermarket tabloids 
regularly have screamer headlines 
about babies with alien fathers bom 


someone reliable. He carefully 
avoided doing what a journalist 
immediately does when confronted 
with an odd happening: research to 
discover other, similar odd 
happenings. But Strieber thought 
such research might influence his 
subconscious in ways that might 
emerge under hypnosis. 

What emerged, instead, was a 
story of something that took place in 
October and December of 1986, and 
this led to a number of recollections 
of other odd and similar occurences 
throughout his life. 

Using a separate hypnotist, who 
was unacquainted with the situation, 
his wife was hypnotized and 
questioned about the strange night 
in October when a brilliant white 
light disturbed the author and his 
wife, their son, and two house 
guests. This is perhaps the most 
unsettling part of the book for it 
appears that the wife's 
tape-recorded answers under 
hypnosis support her husband's 
story in ways that are enormously 
revealing about the woman and her 
role in the episodes. 

Strieber was visited on two major 
occasions, he states, by a number of 
small beings. He hypothesizes, from 
their appearance and their actions, 
that they might have a "hive" 
mentality in which each member has 
the knowledge of all other members 
of the hive. In appearance, they 
strongly resembled insects. 

As hive-members, they fell 
threatened by an alert, awake 
individual who could and would act 
for himself. They had elaborate 
methods to calm, sedate and control 
their subject of research. 

After a lifetime of having been 
tested and probed, Strieber is told: 


to earthling mothers or adventures 
of someone aboard UFOs, romping 
with the elves and trolls. 

"Communion” may be the first 
serious effort of a serious journalist 
to record his experiences in a sober 
and sobering account. He appears 
not to be a sensationalist. His first 
thought was to entitle his book, 
"Body Tenor," but on the 
suggestion of an alien speaking 
through his sleeping wife, changed 
the name to "Communion." 

Strieber states at the offset of this 
unsettling but absorbing book lhat 
he is not a UFO nut, nor a psychic 
devotee of the spirit world. He is, he 
says, a natural skeptic who jeered 
along with the rest of reasonable 
folk, at UFOs and day-tripper 
Martians. 

He is the author of a number of 
books that do not necessarily lend 
credibility to his account "Warday," 
a non-fiction study of nuclear war 
possibilities, and a smattering of 
fiction with titles such as "Wolfen," 


"You are the chosen one." 

Writing about a book such as this 
can only make the book appear 

fanciful and fantastic. It is anything 
but. He has the natural scepticism of 
a journalist, and he took actions that 
seem those of a reasonable and sane 
man once he accepted the idea lhat 
he had been tested by alien 

creatures. 

His book is most convincing when 
he is simply recounting what 

happened, least convincing when 

dredging up the lore and legend of 
times gone by to prove a connecting 
link. The link may well be there, but 
the connection is stretched -too thin 
by the author’s speculations. Pure 
narrative is far more credible. 

Slricber's appearance on various 
-talk shows has hyped the sale of this 
book, but before such appearances 
began, it was a bestseller at the 
Bunch of Grapes and at various 
places in the country. 


"Black Magic," and "Catmagic." He 
is, nevertheless, a serious journalist 
As a serious journalist, when 
something inexplicable happened, 
he attempted to find answers to 
questions raised. He used a 
professional hypnotist to uncover 
clouded aspects of the occurrence 
and had the episodes recorded by 


area town 

By JANE WEIHMEIR 
TIMES News Team 
and the Associated Press 

BELLEVILLE — Once again people have reported 
seing strange objects in the sky near Belleville. 

Just this past weekend, two men noted some 
unusual “clouds of smoke” off to the west on Friday 
and others observed a cigar-shaped object Sunday. 

The small community has been the focus of con¬ 
siderable UFO activity since mid-January when a 
Belleville police officer reported a lighted object 
which lingered throughout the night and was tracked 
on radar. 

Those following the Belleville UFO reports have 
begun to wonder what makes the area so unique. 

Don Schmitt, with the Center for UFO Studies, said 
the center is currently probing more than one down 
independent sightings in the Belleville area. 

The majority reportedly occurred Jan. 16, the 
night of the initial report, and other sightings were 
recorded each of the following three weeks, mostly 
on Thursday nights or Friday mornings. 

“It's one thing if we have an isolated sighting and 
we just generally deal with it just as a UFO sighting, 
but when you have a high concentration of sightings 
in one particular area, obviously we are starting to 
look around for other things,” Schmitt said. He is a 
director and investigator with the Center. 

“We obviously have to question the fact that if it 
is...some attraction, that there may be something 
else going on,” he said. 

Schmitt said he checked with Special Effects Inter¬ 
national of Lake Geneva to see if the company had 
launched something in the area to test public reac¬ 
tion. 

According to Schmitt, Special 
Effects had developed a cigar- 
shaped object with red, blue and 
white lights in the mid 70s. It was 
on display for a period of time, but 
it is in California now, he said. 

Schmitt said he was assured by 
company officials that they hadn’t 
launched anything near Belleville. 

In the most recent Friday night 
report, Fred Gochenaur was with 
Harvey Funseth when they noted 
something odd in the sky around 6 
pjn. 

Gochenaur said they both saw it 


showed an object shaped like an 
airplane fuselage with no wings. 

“It just hung there. I watched it 
and watched it,” she said Monday 
of the object or objects she and her 
son. Bill, saw in the sky at dusk 
Sunday. 

After several minutes, the 
hitherto motionless object took off 
without a sound, leaving a vapor 
trail and several smaller objects 
behind it, she said. 

“It was really strange,” said 
Freidig, adding that a local 
businessman and several of his 
out-of-town relatives, as well as 
residents of nearby Paoli also saw 
the object, and that someone also 
photographed it with a camera he 
had in his car. 

She said she and her son called 
the Dane County sheriff’s office 
and were given the number of a 
national unidentified flying object 
reporting center to call. 

The cigar-shaped object ap¬ 
peared to be about as large as a 
pen held at arm’s length, she said. 

In mid-January, Belleville 
police officer Glen Kazmar 
reported seeing lights much 
brighter than a star suspended in 
the sky west of Belleville for more 
than a half hour one evening. 

He said at the time that a 
Federal Aviation Administration 
radar center in Illinois detected a 
slow-moving object on its radar 
screens on the night in question. 

Jack Smith, manager of the 
FAA control tower at the Dane 
County Regional Airport in 
Madison, said Monday that tower 
operators did not report any 
unidentified objects on their radar 
screens Sunday evening. 

He said the tower received no 
reports of sightings from pilots. 


at the same time, but neither said 
anything right away. The object 
resembled a kite, be said. 

Gochenaur described it as four 
narrow clouds of dark gray 
smoke. The pair drove toward It 
because it “didn’t look right” 

They watched for about 20 
minutes as it gradually broke 
apart and one of the four clouds 
took off like a jet, only slower, 
Gochenaur said. 

The Belleville man described 
the cloud as being similar to a jet 
trail, but the wrong color. 

Funseth took pictures of the 
scene, but it is unknown bow they 
will turn out. He was not available 
for comment an the sighting. 

According to an Associated 
Pleas report, Lavome Freidig 


CENTRAL NEWS-JOURNAL, Campbellsville, KY 
May 4, 1987 

UFO spotted in LaRue County 

LARUE COUNTY—Could beings from another planet be 
visiting Hodgenville and the surrounding area? 

Norman and Margaret Skaggs think so. On several occasions 
they have seen a strange light in the clouds towards 
Greensburg or Campbellsville from their Ml Sherman home. 

The only thing visible during the sightings has been the 
light, according to Mrs. Skaggs. She said she is convinced 
that the light is a UFO similar to one sighted recently 
near Corydon, Ind. The light has no color, she said, and 
resembles a car headlight but she hasn’t seen any flying 






TIMES HERALD 

Seguin man’s group attempts 
to unearth UFO mysteries 


By John MacCormack _ 

TIMES HERALD SAN ANTONIO BUREAU 

SEGUIN — On Nov. 17, the 
crew of a Japan Air Lines jet 
traveling from Iceland to Alaska 
reported that the plane was be¬ 
ing shadowed by three unidenti¬ 
fied flying objects, one several 
times larger than an aircraft car¬ 
rier. 

Activity on radar screens of 
ground controllers seemed to 
confirm the report, and federal 
officials who later interviewed 
the pilot and two crew members 
found them to be “professional 
and rational.” 

When news of the sighting 
leaked out Dec. 28, it created 
quite a stir on the host planet, 
particularly at the home of Wal¬ 
ter Andrus. 

Andrus, who lives near Seguin, 
is international director of the 
Mutual UFO Network (MUFON), 
an organization that claims 1,200 
members who study and docu¬ 
ment hundreds of UFO reports 
each year 

“For about two weeks it was 
wild," Andrus said of the period 
after the Japanese sighting. “We 
were running one to five talk 
shows a day and our mail 
jumped about three times. We 


were even interviewed by Bunte 
(a magazine) from West Germa¬ 
ny and by the London Sunday 
Mirror,” he said. 

Andrus, 66, is a short, bespec¬ 
tacled man who speaks with un¬ 
tiring good humor about his mis¬ 
sion. He’s taking the latest flurry 
of activity in stride. It has hap¬ 
pened before and will no doubt 
happen again. 

When UFOs were reported in 
Brazil last May, the phone rang 
in Seguin. When there was a 
sighting shortly afterward in Pet¬ 
aluma, Calif, Andrus soon dis¬ 
patched MUFON investigators to 
the site. 

As head of the largest UFO or¬ 
ganization in the world, and pro¬ 
fessed witness to one UFO visita¬ 
tion, Andrus lives in anticipation 
of such episodes, buoyed by a 
cheerful confidence that eventu¬ 
ally some extra-terrestrial navi¬ 
gator will linger long enough to 
dispel doubts. 

“This is UFO education we’re 
doing now. We’re preparing peo¬ 
ple because we think a visit is 
inevitable. We’re trying to force 
the government to admit there 
are UFOs; come out and say it,” 
he said. 


, Dallas, TX - Feb. 9, 1987 

The association has been on the 
watch since 1969, when the federal 
government officially shelved its 
own UFO investigative project. 
Andrus describes himself as “an 
objective skeptic,” and said the 
group is dedicated to scientific in¬ 
vestigation. Membership is by invi¬ 
tation only and annual dues have 
just been raised to $25. 

He has been the organization’s 
director since 1970, a long time to 
be so closely associated with a sub¬ 
ject that receives its most enthusi¬ 
astic support from supermarket 
tabloids. 

You have to have a sense of 
humor to get involved in such a 
controversial subject. People are 
going to take shots at you, and you 
have to roll with the punches," he 
said. 

His resume, however, belies his 
other-worldly fascination: bom in 
Des Moines, graduate of a techni¬ 
cal institute, a Navy electronics 
technician during World War II, 
and from 1949 to 1975, an employ¬ 
ee of Motorola, Inc., retiring as 
production manager of the compa¬ 
ny’s Seguin plant. Andrus is a 
practicing Presbyterian, twice a 
grandfather and maintains an in¬ 
terest in stamp collecting, ham ra¬ 
dios and public speaking. 

Andrus became interested in 
UFOs after he and his family saw 


CR: T. Adams 

four metallic spheres in the sky 
over downtown Phoenix in August 
1948. Andrus said the objects dis¬ 
appeared one by one and moments 
later reappeared in a different part 
of the sky. 

In Seguin, the only clue of his 
unusual avocation is the acronym, 
MUFON, painted on his mailbox. 
In his study are filing cabinets, a 
wall of UFO books, a Speed Queen 
automatic washer and dryer, and a 
few odd toy flying saucers and an¬ 
tenna-headed spacemen. 

“People say that if we knew 
about UFOs it would destroy our 
religion and the stock market 
would crash and so on. But I don’t 
believe that at all. We fear the un¬ 
known and if we knew all about 
UFOs, there would be nothing to 
fear," he said. 

When a sighting is reported, 
MUFON is quick to interview wit¬ 
nesses and compile information. 
About 90 percent of the UFO re¬ 
ports it investigates turn out to be 
airplanes or natural phenomena. 
The best of the rest are described 
in the organization’s monthly jour¬ 
nal. 

In the case of the recent Alaskan 
report, it was Andrus who did 
some of the early legwork. 

“The first thing we always do is 
to find out who our closest investi¬ 
gator is. So, I called a fellow who 


lives in Fairbanks, but he was in 
the states. Next, I tried Anchorage, 
but had no luck. So I elected to 
call Paul Steucke, the FAA 
spokesman in Anchorage.” 

Steucke, who said he received at 
least 200 media inquiries following 
disclosure of the sighting, referred 
calls to Andrus’ group. 

Which to Andrus suggests the 
Japanese crew saw the real thing. 
However, UFO investigator Philip 
Klass, an editor for the magazine 
Aviation Week and Space Technol¬ 
ogy, looked into the sighting and 
has concluded that what the crew 
saw was an unusually bright i pi age 
of the planet Jupiter and possibly 
Mars. 

Nevertheless, Andrus is con¬ 
vinced that the government has 
systematically suppressed evi¬ 
dence about UFOs for almost four 
decades and would quickly repudi¬ 
ate the Alaskan episode if it had 
any means to do so. 

It’s only a matter of time, he 
said, before UFOs decide to make 
themselves known to the human 
race. 

“How could we on the planet 
earth be so egotistical,” he asked, 
“to believe that God created life 
only on this little speck of dust 
and ignored the rest of the Uni¬ 
verse?” 


GLOBE, Boston, MA - March 30, 1987 CR: MUFON 
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Close encounters of the enduring kind 




APAJPI photos 

Ken Chamberlain Jr. made these photos of strange 
lights in sky over Columbus, Ohio, in 1973. At least 
150 others reported seeing the UFOs. At left, Neil Ba- 
tey with ‘flying saucer" he found In England in 1967. 
It reportedly contained two car batteries, a British- 
made radio transmitter and a beeping speaker. 


hey Just won't go away. 

They hang around up there, 
year after year. In their saucer¬ 
shaped craft, playing tag with 
airliners and causing Inexplica¬ 
ble blips on radar screens. They love to 
show off. Hying in tight formation, or doing 
90-degree turns at twice the speed of sound 
And every now and then, when they get 
really bored, they land and treat some lucky 
(unlucky?) human to a ride. Maybe even 
whisk him away on a quick trip back to the 
home planet. These aliens In the UFOs have 
made themselves a permanent part of our 
culture. 

On Aug. 12 of last year thousands of peo¬ 
ple In the eastern United States witnessed a 
spectacular unidentified flying object. One 
observer saw “a glowing, spiral plnwhcel. 
standing on end and moving on a line from 
southeast to northwest.'' Others reported a 
luminous disk larger than the moon, with a 
starllke core. None of the witnesses. Includ¬ 
ing many amateur astronomers, had ever 
seen anything like It. Police departments 
and radio stations were swamped with 
calls. 

Then, on Nov. 17. the pilot of a Japan 
Air Lines cargo Jet flying over the Arctic 
Ocean reported being followed for nearly an 
hour by two strands of lights and a huge 
"mother ship." The large object was the 
"size of two battleships." the pilot said, and 
appeared to be made by a "high technology 
and Intelligence." Blips on a ground-based 
radar screen seemed to confirm that a craft 
of unknown origin was In the vicinity of the 
Jet. 

Investigations of these two reports are 
now complete, but before I reveal how two 
UFOs became IFOs let me put the sightings 
Into context 
The first saucer story 

It all started 40 years ago. on Tuesday. 
June 24. 1947. Businessman Kenneth Ar¬ 
nold was flying his private plane above the 
Cascade Mountains In Washington. Nine 
circular objects. In tight, diagonal forma¬ 
tion. passed within 25 miles of his plane. 
I^ater. Arnold told a reporter that the ob¬ 
jects flew “like a saucer would If you 
skipped It across the water.” The next day 
all America heard about the flying saucers. 
Within a month, saucers had been reported 
from every state In the Union and htilf the 
countries In the world. 

I lived through the excitement. 1 was 12 
years old In January. 1948. when Capt. 
Thomas Mantel!. In a P-51 Mustang, chased 
a saucer up to 20.000 feet. He lost con¬ 
sciousness and nase-dlved Into the ground. 
The headline I remember read something 
like: 


"Air Force Pilot Killed Chasing UFO." 

Big news for a 12-year-old. For the next 
six years I read everything I could find 
about flying saucers. And there was plenty 
to read: Books and magazine articles by the 
dozens. The newsletters of UFO societies. 
The official report of an Air Force UFO In¬ 
vestigation. 

And so began the cult of UFOs. The cult 
endures today, as vigorously as ever. I am 
often asked If I believe In UFOs. The answer 
Is yes. I have seen several UFOs In my life. 
Anybody who regularly watches the sky Is 
sure to see an occasional unidentified flying 
object. I remember one night In particular 
when a bunch of us were standing around 
In a misty field with a telescope. This thing 
zipped across the sky from east to west, 
turned around, and zipped back. Too fast 
for a plane. Meteorites don't turn around. 
Whatever It was was unidentified. And 
flying. An honest-to-goodness UFO. 

The mundane and the mysterious 

But did It have an extraterrestrial ori¬ 
gin? Not likely. Most UFOs turn out to have 
a more mundane explanation, and the rest 
remain simply unexplained. 

The spectacular object that appeared 
over the eastern United States on Aug. 12. 
1986. was a cloud of fuel vented from a Jap¬ 
anese satellite launch vehicle. In orbit high 
above the Earth. Similar clouds have been 
observed In South America from Soviet 
launchings from Plesetsk, and In Australia 
from American launchings from Cape Ca¬ 
naveral. They occur at a particular place In 


the launch trajectory. The Japanese rocket 
test was the first of Its kind, and the cloud 
of vented fuel the first to appear over the 
United States. 

What the pilot of the Japan Air Lines Jet 
probably saw on Nov. 17 was the planet Ju¬ 
piter. which was very bright at that time 
and In the same part of the sky as the ob¬ 
served UFO. The Federal Aviation Agency 
has issued a report of Its Investigation of 
the Incident over the Arctic Ocean. The 
FAA was unable to confirm the sighting. A 
United Airlines pilot In the vicinity of the 
Japan Air Lines plane saw nothing. The 
blips on the radar screen that seemed to 
confirm the UFO turned out to be "spllt-ra- 
dar returns." shadows of the plane's prima¬ 
ry echo. 

Of the thousands of UFOs that have 
been reported over the past 40 years, not 
one has passed scientific muster for an ob¬ 
ject of extraterrestrial origin But still the 
cult of the UFO endures. Cultlsts will not be 
dissuaded by talk of vented rocket fuel and 
"split-radar" echos. They will say that once 
again conspiratorial scientists have "ex 
plained away" something that doesn't fit 
accepted theories. 

I won't speak for others, but Inside this 
typically skeptical scientist there is a 12- 
year-old boy who wants desj>erately to be 
lleve In the visitors from outer space. He's 
still waiting for the evidence. 

Chet Raymo Is a professor of physics at 
Stonehlll College and author of several 
books on science. 



NEWS, Hutchinson, KS 
April 18, 1987 

Couple says UFO 
flew over Hutch Friday 

The stars were out and a light 
breeze was blowing. All was calm 
Friday night in the 600 block of 
North Poplar until "it" flew by. 

A couple sitting on their front 
porch saw it about 10:20 p.m. In an 
interview minutes later with The 
News, they told of the sighting, but 
asked not to be named in a story. 
The wife gave the first description. 

"It was kind of gliding, going 
east. No lights, no noise, no noth 
ing. About as high as the Wiley 
Building. It looked kind of trian¬ 
gular-shaped. We couldn't sec it 
until the street lights reflected on 
it. It was like a boomerang, with 
the pointed end forward. It was 
hard to tell how big it was. It 
wasn’t as large as an airplane," she 
said. 

Her husband described the ob¬ 
ject's color as "gun metal blue." 

"Il wasn’t an airplane. I’ve been 
in the desert and seen lots of planes 
fly over. I thought maybe a glider. 
There wouldn’t be one up after 
night, would there?" he asked. 

At the Hutchinson Airport 
Control Tower, a Federal Aviation 
Administration air traffic con 
troller said he had no explanation 
for the couple’s sighting. 

Earlier in the evening, a Life- 
watch helicopter landed at Hut¬ 
chinson Hospital and later left, but 
its flight path took it over the 
airport and southeast of town, the 
controller said. 

A Hutchinson Police spokesman 
at 10:55 p.m. said the department 
had received no reports of UFO 
sightings Friday night. 
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Accounts of being whizzed off 
to spaceships and examined by 
alien creatures are on the rise. 



David Jacobs of Temple teaches a course on UFOs. 


Exploring the claims 
of UFO ‘abductions’ 



* true STORY ky 

WHITLEY 

STRIEBER 

Lo ntHtt'r •'IWARDAV 


Cover of Strieber's new book 


By Michael Capuzzo 

Inquirer Stall Writer 

A whooshing noise 
awakened Whitley 
Strieber in his upstate 
New York cabin on 
the night after Christ¬ 
mas 1985. He sat up in 
bed. The burglar alarm glowed 
armed and undisturbed. His wife, An¬ 
nie, slept peacefully beside him. His 
dog, beneath the bed. didn’t stir. 

Then, slowly, the bedroom door 
began to open. 

The next morning, Strieber, 41, re¬ 
membered nothing unusual. 

But in the next few days he was 
plagued by disturbing images: im¬ 
ages of floating out of the room and 
above the treetops. naked and para¬ 
lyzed, of being examined by 3-foot- 
tall gray creatures with huge dark 
eyes who inserted a hairlike probe 
into his brain. Images that led the 
best-selling author to question his 
sanity. 

Strieber’s search for answers led 
him to a New York City support 
group of about 50 people who re¬ 
ported similar abductions and ex¬ 
aminations by small gray creatures 
with bulbous heads and luminous 
black eyes. The group, which in¬ 
cluded cops and lawyers, doctors and 
truckers, a stockbroker and a com¬ 
poser, shared bizarre stories at an 
emotional "abductee party” last year 
in Manhattan. 

Strieber's story, chronicled in his 
recently published book, Commu¬ 
nion, seems the stuff of supermarket 
tabloids and science-fiction movies. 
But alien-abduction reports, and 
books on the subject, are increasing 
and are being taken seriously by 
some scholars, including David M. 
Jacobs, a history professor at Temple 
University. 

Jacobs, who wrote a book on the 
history of UFOs, teaches what is be¬ 
lieved to be the country’s only ac¬ 
credited undergraduate course on 
the UFO phenomenon. Last year he 
began interviewing area residents 
who had reported similar encoun¬ 
ters. He is convinced, he says, that, 
because of the real anxiety reported 
by a growing number of "sane peo¬ 
ple," something is happening. 

Mere sightings of UFOs, such as 
that in November of a Japanese pilot 
who said a UFO followed him over 
Alaska while he was flying from Eu¬ 
rope to Japan, are "throwbacks to the 
’50s” that pale in significance to ab¬ 
duction reports, Jacobs said. 

"The amazing thing about this is 
that it's absolutely impossible to ex¬ 
plain what is happening to these peo¬ 


ple,” Jacobs said. “There is no expla¬ 
nation in science. No explanation in 
psychology. These are disparate indi¬ 
viduals who are telling stories in 
great detail without any knowledge 
of the subject, without any knowl¬ 
edge of anyone (making similar 
claims). They all sort of started at 
once, they have no ax to grind, and 
none of them ever exhibited any¬ 
thing like psychosis or mental dis¬ 
ease or trauma." 

There is no evidence of a mass hoax 
or hallucination, Jacobs said. 

"We just have scores and scores of 
cases, and they are coming out of the 
woodwork. And they are all telling 
the same story, down to the minutest 
details.” 

• 

The first reports of modern UFO 
sightings in «*untry were re¬ 
corded in 1947. During the ’50s Amer¬ 
icans were titillated by charlatans 
who made fortunes selling books, 
photographs and music about their 
encounters with alien "space broth¬ 
ers," Jacobs said. Eccentric "Profes¬ 
sor” George Adamski of California 
said little scout ships took him to a 
mother ship, which had elevators 
and a swimming pool, and he met the 
king of the moon. 

"It was horrendous, embarrassing," 
Jacobs said, "and made ridicule seem 
like the appropriate response to all 
UFO witnesses." 

The first case to be considered seri¬ 
ously by some scholars was that of 
civil-rights activist Barney Hill (who 
grew up in Philadelphia) and his 
wife, Betty, a social worker, whose 
tale of abduction from their Ports¬ 
mouth, N.H., home was the subject of 
a Look magazine series in 1966, then 
a book. The Interrupted Journey, and 
a movie. The UFO Incident. 

Strieber, author of several horror 
novels, including The Hunger and 
Wolfen, acknowledges that some crit¬ 
ics will dismiss Communion as the 
work of a master storyteller. So he 
passed a polygraph examination by 
Ned Laurendi, vice president of the 
Empire State Polygraph Society, "to 
reassure readers that 1 honestly 
think that I perceived the things 
reported in this book.” 

Strieber also was examined by Don¬ 
ald F. Klein, director of research at 
the New York State Psychiatric Insti¬ 
tute and professor of psychiatry at 
Columbia University. 

"I have examined Whitley Strieber 
and found that he is not suffering 
from a psychosis,” Klein wrtae in 
Communion. "He is not hallucinating 
in a manner characteristic of psycho¬ 
sis. I also see no evidence of an 
anxiety state, mood disorder or per¬ 



Whitley Strieber, author of “Communion," a book about alien*. 


sonality disorder. He has approached 
the dilemma of what is happening to 
him in a careful and forthright way." 

In the ’80s, while reports of UFO 
sightings have leveled off to about 
350 a year, abduction reports are ris¬ 
ing at an "explosive" rate, Jacobs 
said. 

Only 10 years ago, there were per¬ 
haps a dozen reported UFO-abduc- 
tion cases. Now the number is about 
300, according to Walter H. Andrus 
Jr., international director of the 
Texas-based Mutual UFO Network, a 
group of volunteers that records 
UFO reports. 

Anxiety on 1-95 

Cases like that of Deborah John¬ 
son, who lives in South Philadelphia. 
Driving to her home, which was 
then in Bucks County, from her job 
as marketing director of a Princeton, 
NJ., real estate company last fall, 
Johnson (who asked that her real 
name not be used) was filled with 
dread whenever she drove along a 
particular stretch of Interstate 95 
about 10 miles south of Princeton. 

"That really bothered me,” said 
Johnson, 27, in a recent interview. 
"I’m not crazy, and here I was feeling 
anxious about stupid little things — 
a stretch of road I and I going up a 
flight of stairs at home." 

Johnson underwent hypnosis with 
Jacobs to see if she was blocking any 
traumatic memories. In a hypnotic 
state, Johnson told of an incident 
that even she found hard to believe. 
She related a UFO’s setting down on 
that same stretch of 1-95 one night 
and told of being beckoned aboard 
by a tiny, large-headed creature with 
huge black eyes. 

"I had never seen a UFO movie, 
never read a UFO book. I thought it 
was all a lot of baloney," Johnson 
said. "I thought UFOs were the prod¬ 
uct of three-martini lunches at the 
National Enquirer. ... 1 thought I 
was losing my mind." 

In the last four months, Johnson 
has begun to re-evaluate her entire 
life as she unleashed 400 pages of 
emotionally charged testimony of a 
“secret life” previously unknown to 
her, of being abducted by the same 
alien at ages 6, 10, 11, 17 and 18, and 
perhaps several times recently. 

Childhood incident 

When Johnson began to explore 
her unexplained anxiety over a cer¬ 
tain hill outside her native Pitts¬ 
burgh. she began only with a vague 
memory of an unexplained after¬ 
noon when she was 6. 

"1 was with a girlfriend, and all of a 
sudden we found ourselves on this 
hill. It was far away from where we 
used to play — we were not allowed 
to play there. We looked across a 
field, and we looked at these boys 
playing baseball. But we didn’t see 
them get on the field. I certainly 
don't remember walking there.” 

Under hypnosis, Johnson recount¬ 
ed being abducted as a child by the 
same large-headed creature she 
would tell of seeing on 1-95 years 
later, of being taken aboard a UFO, 
medically examined in a round room 
and returned to the hill with no 
conscious memory of what had 
happened. 


"We were looking for butterflies at 
the very top of that hill, a big hill, 
and I felt heat on my back.” she said 
in a recent interview, recalling what 
she had remembered under hypno¬ 
sis. “I turned around, and there was a 
light on me. I feel faint, dizzy. The 
next thing I remember. I’m held in 
someone’s arms, being taken in like a 
hole, a hatch. In there to the white 
room, the operating room. I kept 
thinking. ‘This is a dream, I'm crazy, 
I'm sick.’ There were two humanoids 
there, calming me down. They did a 
full examination. They started at my 
feet; they touched with the pads of 
their fingers — everywhere, my feet, 
my whole body. Then they did a 
gynecological exam. It was very 
upsetting.” 

Like many "abductees," Johnson’s 
accounts include being taken into a 
flying saucer and then into a round 
room, colorless, sterile, with a white 
or gray operating table. Johnson’s 
description of the alien beings 
matches the descriptions provided 
by other "abductees” in case after 
case: tiny bodies, large heads, no ears 
or noses, slit mouth and huge, pierc¬ 
ing black eyes. Most report emaci¬ 
ated bodies, grayish or whitish skin. 

As in other cases, Johnson was 
somehow paralyzed as aliens used a 
needle at the back of her neck and 
said, “We need a little piece of you t® 
study." 

How doc6 a person, years lat®r, 
come to believe he or she was kid¬ 
napped by an alien? 

For Johnson, the climactic mo¬ 
ment came while watching a televi¬ 
sion talk show. A woman who said 
she had been abducted by an extra¬ 
terrestrial being held up a drawing 
she made of the alien’s face. 

"I screamed," Johnson said. "I prac¬ 
tically ripped the gears off the TV 
set. shutting it off.” 

She contacted the woman, who 
eventually referred her to Budd Hop¬ 
kins, an abstract artist who has been 
investigating UFO reports for many 
years. 

In his 1981 book. Missing Time, 
Hopkins. 55, was the first to report 
the similar patterns of UFO abduc¬ 
tions, according to Jacobs. His 
newest book. Intruders: The Incredi¬ 
ble Visitations at Copley Woods, to be 
published this month, is based on 
interviews with more than 100 "ab¬ 
ductees.’’ Assisted by psychologists, 
psychiatrists and physicians, he has 
investigated the bulk of reported 
UFO abduction cases in the country 
and holds “abductee” support-group 
meetings at his New York apartment 

Some discounted 

Hopkins doesn’t believe everyone 
who comes to him with a story of 
alien abduction. He is careful to 
screen out those with mental prob¬ 
lems. 

“When I run into a psychotic — 
and I do run into them,” he says, 
“they are not telling this kind of 
story. They’re telling stories of the 
CIA and Jesus and spaceships, a big 
mishmash. As one psychologist told 
me, who would even fantasize a 
thing like this 5 ” 

He withholds "key information ’ 

(continued on page 4) 3 
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from his books, such as an unusual 
design that numerous "abductees" 
have reported seeing on the walls 
inside the spaceships. People who 
don't describe it accurately are sus¬ 
pect, Hopkins said. 

“Abductees” are most often kid¬ 
napped in the middle of the night 
and feel strangely powerless and im¬ 
mobilized. The “abductors" seem to 
mean no harm and seem puzzled by 
the fright aad anger that abductees 
feel at being taken against their will, 
according to- Hopkins. Abductees 
commonly report receiving seeming¬ 
ly telepathic messages, such as "Do 
not be afraid. We will not hurt you." 

The beings they report are neither 
malicious nor friendly but clinical, 
neutral, like “indifferent veterinari¬ 
ans," Strieber says. 

Hopkins has photographs of small, 
scooplike scars on the backs, arms or 
legs of more than a dozen subjects 
who believe they have been abduct¬ 
ed. He speculates the aliens are tak¬ 
ing cell samples — and somehow 
tagging their captives, much as a 
scientist tags animals in nature 
studies. 

Hypnotic eyes 

Most of these people report being 
mesmerized by alien eyes: luminous, 
black, wraparound eyes that some¬ 
times seem to be smiling. Or, as 
Strieber says, “eyes that seem to stare 
into the deepest core of being." 

Hopkins acknowledges his 350 
hours of tapes of abduction stories 
are “intrinsically unbelievable.” 

"Again and again they say, ‘I feel 
like I'm making this up.’" he said. 
“Nobody can believe this, even the 
people to whom it happened. They 
want to believe they’re just dream¬ 
ing, but it seems so much like a real 
experience." 

Hopkins said that, after years of 
research, he believed that humans 
were being abducted for use in re¬ 
productive studies. 

“This is really off the wall," he 
says. “But this is what it’s all about.” 

Many "abductees" tell of having 
sperm samples taken or of undergo¬ 
ing gynecological exams that in¬ 
clude taking eggs from ovaries, 
Hopkins said. 

In Intruders, Kathie Davis (a 
pseudonym given her by Hopkins) 
recalls a “dream” of alien beings’ 
removing her fetus. The next day, 
the Indianapolis woman, who was 
two months pregnant, suffered what 
doctors called an unexplained lost 
pregnancy. Hopkins’ book also in¬ 
cludes the testimony of eight other 
women who, like Davis, say the 
aliens showed them babies that the 
women felt powerfully were their 
own, half-human, half-alien. 

• 

Established science remains skep¬ 
tical of the existence of UFOs and 
just as skeptical of accounts of alien 
abductions. Astronomer Carl Sagan 
says that after thousands of sight¬ 
ings, no one has yet produced physi¬ 
cal evidence from an alien ship. 

Philip Morrison, a professor at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy and one of the world's leading 
physicists, said in a recent interview 
on abduction cases: "Go into a state 
hospital, and every 10th person will 
tell you the same labduction) story," 

Philip J. Klass, author of UFOs'The 
Public Deceived, says "abductees" in¬ 
vent their eerily similar kidnap tales 
based on media accounts. Paul K«rfz, 
chairman of the Commitiee for Sci¬ 
entific Explanation for Claims of the 
Paranormal, says abduction reports 
“are on the fringes of science fiction. 
What do you think of people who see 
pink elephants? Have you heard of 
hallucinogenics? Schizophrenics?" 

Sagan's advice to "abductees," Hop¬ 
kins says, is “Grab something and 
run out of the room." 

Rendered immobile 

Yet in every case researched by 
Hopkins, "abductees” report being 
powerless to act. H« told of one °ab- 
ductee," “a big, -tall, Army officer, a 
macho guy," who resolved to flee. 
But the man told Hopkins that the 
aliens immobilized him. 

"He just stood there. A little guy 
with long fingers just took him by 
the wrist and led him out of the room 
like a baby." 

Efforts to find traces of medical 
procedures allegedly performed by 
the aliens also have failed. TVenty 
people interviewed by Hopkins, if»-| 
eluding Strieber, hav« reported un¬ 
der hypnosis the insertion of a 
needle through a nostril into the 
brain, and the implantation of itfny, 


Almond-shaped object. Strieber un¬ 
derwent a CAT scan that failed to 
reveal such an implant. 

Such a discovery would go ar loog 
way toward convincing sctencothst 
humans have contacted alien beings, 
according to Robert Koch,* Univer¬ 
sity of Pennsylvania professor of as¬ 
trophysics and astronomy. 

“Supposing one actually came 
across a piece of machinery, appara¬ 
tus, artifact, that literally couldn’t be 
made on Earth,” Koch said.^Ttmfght 
be an alloy of two member mofole 
that simply couldn't be mixed here 
on Earth or a synthetic fabric-that 
wasn’t known on Earth, a fragment 
of cloth, or paper, that notochnolegy 
exists to develop. A sample of the 
unfamiliar would be very powerllil 
testimony for the extraterrestial. 

"As long as it rests on anecdotal 
information, the general judgment 
of people who are informed and 
think about this is that it will remain 
unproved.” 

Jacobs says people who believe 
they have been abducted shouldn't 
be ridiculed. 

“We're not dealing with mass hal¬ 
lucinations or mass hysteria or the 
collective unconscious.” he said. *1 
deal with ‘abductees’ in Philadel¬ 
phia, and they are just ordinary peo¬ 
ple who work and go about thehr 
lives, but this thing has happenedis 
them. The possibility that these peo¬ 
ple are saying things that actually 
occurred to them must betaken seri¬ 
ously. The trauma they experience is 
just incredible. You cannot say these 
are crazy people and it just couldn't 
have happened.” 


Whitley Strieber with a painting he says reminds him of an encounter with extraterrestrials. 
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UFO Expert Points to Coverup 
When Subject is Brought Up 


By RICK DAVIS 
Journal Writer 

The subject is Unidentified Flying 
Objects (UFOs) and possible U.S. 
government coverups of their exist¬ 
ence. The data, presented succinctly 
by Robert Hastings, comes from 
years of research and papers ob¬ 
tained under the Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation Act. 

A conclusion is that something 
akin to the so-called Star Wars 
space defense plan already exists. 
Only it’s the alien Chewbaccas that 
are controlling the machinery, not 
the human Lukes. 

Hastings, an independent civilian 
researcher presented his "UFOs: 
The Hidden History" lecture to an 
overflow audience at the Idaho State 
University Student Union Ballroom 
Monday night. In it, he portrayed an 
ongoing coverup by the Air Force, 
FBI and CIA which has come to 
light since over 600 previously clas¬ 
sified documents were obtained by 
Dr. Bruce Maccabbee, an optical 
physicist working for the U.S. Navy 
and W. Todd Zechel, a former Na¬ 
tional Security Agency employee. 

The documents include internal 
memos, reports from air traffic 
controllers and pilots and North 
American Air Defense (NORAD) 
directors’ logs which Hastings says, 
"document a pattern of overflights 
and interference by UFOs at mili¬ 
tary nuclear installations since the 
late 1940s." 

Hastings’ talk was sponsored by 
the Issues and Speakers Committee 
of the ISU Program Board and 
attracted the largest crowd ever for 
such an event, according to director 
Chris Middleton. 

The most provocative document is 
a memo from Guy Hottel, now 
deceased, to FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover in 1950 which discusses the 
recovery of three flying saucers, 
“Each one occupied by three bodies 
of human shape but only three feet 
tail," recovered in New Mexico. 

Other papers from the CIA discuss 
the need to get information on UFOs 
to determine national security impli¬ 
cations and overflights and landings 
by saucers at Air Force bases, 
attempted intercepts by Air Force 
fighters and eyewitness accounts 
from security personnel. 

Hastings says incidents at Malms- 
trom Air Force Base, Mont., in 1966- 
67 and 1975, Loring AFB in Maine, 


Los Alamos Research Facility in 
New Mexico and other overflights, 
"expressed clear interest (by UFOs) 
in nuclear bomb Storage hangars." 

The latest document, dated Au¬ 
gust, 1980 describes, “a round disk¬ 
shaped craft sighted by security 
forces near Kirtland AFB, New 
Mexico.” 

The object apparently sat down 
next to a storage area with 400 
nuclear warheads and Hastings says 
he has eyewitness accounts of trig¬ 
gering mechanisms malfunctioning 
and fires of unknown origin taking 
place after overflights at other in¬ 
stallations. 

"They may be selectively sending 
signals that they have the power to 
shut down a nuclear launch," Has¬ 
tings said. “Whoever is flying these 
things has an interest In our nuclear 
weapons capabilities. I’ve had main¬ 
tenance personnel who corroborated 
that when the missiles have been 
inspected (following UFO over¬ 
flights) they were found to be non- 
operative.” 

Hastings added that Zechel con¬ 
tacted USAF Col. Robert B. Wil¬ 
lingham who swore out a deposition 
that he had first-hand knowledge of 
a crash recovery operation on the 
Texas-Mexico border in 1950, headed 
by Col. John Bowen. Bowen would 
neither confirm nor deny the inci¬ 
dent, Hastings added. 

"I have two other NSA sources, 
neither of them who know each 
other, who were told that alien 
bodies are stored at Brooks 
Aeromedical Laboratories in San 
Antonio, Tex,” he continued. 

"Why would these people swear 
out affidavits attesting to something 
so crazy? They haven’t made any 


money off it and they appear to be 
publicity-shy.” 

Hastings also has a copy of a 
letter written by then Arizona Sena¬ 
tor Barry Goldwater to Lee M. 
Graham stating, "I have given up 
acquiring access to the so-called 
blue room at Wright-Patterson (Air 
Force Base, Ohio) as I have had one 
long string of denials from chief 
after chief." 

Hastings said reports indicate sau¬ 
cer remains are stored at the facili¬ 
ty 

Goldwater’s former administra¬ 
tive assistant, Judy Eisenhower, 
told the Journal Monday that, “the 
Senator probably wrote that letter. I 
remember the incident.” 

Goldwater, who was chairman of 
the Senate Intelligence Committee 
at the time, could not be reached for 
comment. 

Other reports range from a saucer 
that buzzed an Atlas ICBM which 
later malfunctioned in 1964 to then 
CIA executive assistant Victor Mar- 
chetti (who later wrote a book on 
the subject) stating for the record 
that he came across information 
that indicated saucers had crashed, 
been secretly recovered and in¬ 
volved, "very sensitive operations." 

Hastings says he’s not out to "get 
the government.” He says he simply 


ROBERT HASTINGS 
...Not getting rich, he says. 

"When the situation got heated 
and obviously the persons in the 
tower were upset I was asked to 
leave," he said. "I later was told the 
targets turned out to be objects that 
were neither aircraft nor helicopters 
maneuvering near ICBM silos. They 
ascended in unison at speeds 


is presenting the facts, which have tracked by radar at 4,800 MPH.’ 


been routinely denied by the Air 
Force, CIA and NORAD for years. 
He says he has no answers and that 
he is not making very much money 
lecturing 40 times per year at $750 
plus travel expenses per talk. 

After the talk, a number of people 
recounted their own experiences 
with UFOs. 

They included a sighting of a 
luminous object hovering above the 
Gay Mine in 1975, a mysterious 
stationary bright object north of the 
Test Area North facility at the Idaho 
National Engineering Laboratory in 


Critics and skeptics of the pro¬ 
gram are numerous, from intellig¬ 
ence and military personnel to sci¬ 
entists like Cornell University’s Dr 
Carl Sagan, who says that until he 
sees phyisical evidence of UFOs, he 
concludes that they do not exist 
"Sagan has missed the boat," said 
Hastings. "He has not been pre 
pared to review the type of data that 
has come forth. The most vocal 
critics are the persons who have 
never studied the data.’’ 

Hastings says he is generally well 
received by his college audiences, 


1975, a possible scramble of Hill Air and will next speak at Arizona State 
Force base jets to investigate a UFO University later this month. He con- 
over Ogden, Utah in 1985 and sight eludes with his personal opinion of 
ings of UFOs above Franklin County UFOs: 

power lines on several occasions. "Perhaps they consider them- 
Hastings termed the comments selves our guardians and are here to 
from audience members as typical the children from burning their 
and referred many of them to the hands on a hot stove." 

Fund For UFO Research, Box 277, 

Mt. Ranier, Md., 20712. 

He said his involvement with 
UFOs began in 1967, when as a 

teenager visiting the control tower A 

at Malmstrom where his father was 
stationed, he witnessed the radar 
sighting of five UFOs. 


* 
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Flying saucers are real, but not from 


SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT 


LINDSEY WILLIAMS 


The flying saucer con¬ 
troversy is heating up again 
with a mysterious sighting of 
“space ships” over Alaska by 
the crew of a Japan Air Lines 
cargo plane. 

The Japanese aviators 
spotted two belts of lights three 
miles ahead that hovered 
almost stationary, then shifted 
from side to side and rapidly 
pulsed across the sky. 

Pilot Kenju Terauchi 
radioed Alaskan air con¬ 
trollers: “Most unexpectedly 
two space ships stopped in 
front of our face, shooting off 
lights. The inside cockpit 
shined brightly and I felt warm 
in the face.” The objects sped 
off when another plane ap¬ 
proached. 

Three radar operators at 
Anchorage noted an unex- 
lained image on their screens 
ut later concluded it was 
“ghost reflections” of the JAL 
airplane. 

The U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration says it is 
“unable to support” the UFO 
sighting but also found no 
evidence to contradict the 
claim. The FAA now sells tape 
recordings of the JAL-control 
tower conversations for $119 
and can't keep up with 
demand. Undoubtedly we soon 


will be deluged with books 
proclaiming yet another visit 
by extra-terrestrial beings. 

Though I have never seen a 
UFO, I have talked to several 
people who have — among 
them President Jimmy Carter 
and a trustworthy newsman, 
Dave Goldsberry, of Wooster, 
Ohio. 

Carter was with 10 Lions 
Club members in Michigan 
when they watched a strange 
blob of light cavort for several 
minutes. Shortly after his 
election, the president 
promised publicly to release 
“unsettling information” 
about UFOs obtained by the 
CIA. However, he clammed up 
and said nothing more. 

My friend Goldsberry is 
adamant about what he and 
some 50 other persons saw 
arked in a field alongside a 
ighway near Dayton, Ohio, 
one summer afternoon. 

A crowd had gathered to 
watch for 15 minutes a silver 
saucer, 20 feet in diameter, no 
windows, opening or ap¬ 
purtenances. Gradually the 
craft rose vertically about 40 
feet, hovered for a few seconds 
then shot away at incredible 
speed. It was out of sight in 
less than a minute. 

It is worth noting that 


Dayton is the location of 
Wright-Patterson Air Field — 
the testing facility for Air 
Force experimental aircraft. 

UFOs real 

In the face of this, and other 
evidence gathered over the 
years, I conclude UFOs are 
real, revoluntionary American 
or Canadian vehicles. 

Other evidence precludes 
visits by little green men from 
outer space. 

Biologists know in detail the 
conditions necessary for “life” 
which they define as the ability 
to reproduce. First of all there 
must be an abundance of free 
carbon, hydrogen and oxygen 
— in various combinations 
with other elements — for 
these are the building blocks of 
all living things. 

Astronomers view countless 
galaxies containing countless 
stars each surrounded by 
countless planets. Aside from 
the theological assertion that 


God could create life on any or 
all of these cosmic specks, the 
laws of nature make intelligent 
life almost inevitable on 
millions of planets like ours. 

Though intelligent life on 
other planets is probable, the 
same logic leading to that 
conclusion precludes any 
personal interplanetary 
contact. 

The nearest star that might 
have life-supporting planets is 
four and a third light years 
away. Light travels at a speed 
of 186,000 miles per second, 
and a light year is the distance 
covered in one year. 

Those who contend in¬ 
telligent beings visit us from 
outer space bring them here in 
ships that travel at or near the 
speed of light. Einstein’s 
theory of relativity holds that 
matter turns into energy, or 
light, as it moves at 186,000 
miles a second. Thus, a space 
ship would dematerialize at 
the speed of light and scatter 


space 

into the universe as pure 
energy. 

The fastest traveling objects 
in nature are meteors, but 
these celestial speed demons 
require centuries to make a 
trip wholly within our own 
solar system. In addition, at 
this speed meteors are worn 
away by friction with star light 
and chipped away by high¬ 
speed collisions with dust 
particles. 

A space ship traveling at top 
meteoric speed would require 
a few thousand years to reach 
Earth from the nearest star 
and an equal amount of time to 
return. 

Travel useless 

Even if we assume in¬ 
terplanetary visitors were 
immortal, a physical trip to 
Earth would be useless. There 
are no elemental compounds 
here that are not found in 
equal abundance in all other 
starry systems. Any scientific 
observations made of us would 
be outdated by many 
generations by the time the 
visitors got back home. 

The closest contact we can 
ever expect with other-world 
beings is electromagnetic 
communication with several 
years between messages, or 
possibly unmanned probes 
guided to space destinations by 
several generations of 
scientists. 

Flying saucers could be 
unmanned devices from other 
planets; but the timidity of 
UFOs, if intelligently guided, 
demonstrates a warped sense 
of curiosity that is great 
enough to launch a highly 
technical space ship yet 
fearful enough to avoid even 
mechanical contact with us. 

The technical feats of 
saucers — hovering, ex¬ 
ceptional speed and short 
turns — are well within 
existing capabilities of man. 
There is much less assault on 
reason in a man-made saucer, 
or in heretofore unobserved 
natural phenomena, than in 
strange people from outer 
space. 


i Tuskahoman sights UFO 


C-4 

Ray Martin of Tuskahoma 
sighted a UFO about 250 yards 
o. in front of his home in the 
Potato Hills last Friday. 

1 Martin said, "I saw lights, 
g nothing land or take off. 
, Something, definitely. A struc- 
e ture of sorts with lights all 
u around it, eight to 10 large 
« floodlights. Probably 1,000 sq. 
fj ft. in diameter. Lit up an area 
„ about the size of a football field. 

"I first saw it about 8:30 p.m. 
g to about 10:30 p.m. It made no 
H sound whatsoever. 

55 Martin lives a couple of miles 
P north of the Choctaw Council 
•5 House in the Potato Hills. 

5 “I called the Sheriff’s office 
and Flagpole tower, to see if 


anyone else had seen anything. 
The next morning a deputy 
came out and we checked the 
area, but we didn’t find 
anything. 

"At first, we thought it was 
the neighbor’s lights, but that’s 
impossible. There are some far 
away and we’re familiar with 
those. It had a shape to it.” 

Clayton Today contacted Flag¬ 
pole Tower. Rose Martin 
verified Martin had called and 
asked them if someone was at 
the tower possibly watching and 
may have seen soemthing. He 
described what he saw to her 
and told her it had scared them. 
There were no fires in the area 
that night. 


Pat Sharp, owner of Sharp's 
Pharmacy in Clayton, says that 
he has seen lights several times 
from his deck in the Potato 
Hills. No sound, these are 
bright, lighted objects. One 
hovered for two hours over the 
river while he and his wife and 
brother watched it. It made no 
sound and traveled from east to 
west and made 90 degree turns 
in seconds. 

Sharp asked, "Who do you 
tell? Most people won’t tell it. 
People will laugh at you." 
Sharp reports these are not 
planes. He is a pilot. 
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Our reporter sees some UFOs — really! 


The call came about 10 p.m., not 
long after I’d gotten home -from a 
commissioners’ meeting in Corydon, 
donned my comfy robe and stretched 
out on the sofa. 

"They’re here,” she said. 

Who? I wondered. The com¬ 
missioners? 

Shaking the cobwebs from my 
reporter’s Monday-night, get-ready- 
for-tomorrow’s- deadline brain, it 
struck me — UFOs! In New Mid¬ 
dletown. 

Mickey Shawler, a spunky, not- 
afraid-to-tell-it-like-it-is type, had 
promised to call if “they” paid her 
another nocturnal visit. 

I could come see for myself that she 
wasn’t crazy, she said. 

So I grabbed my sweats from the 
dirty clothes basket, threw on a jacket 
and, because someone had hidden my 
Reeboks, slipped on my fuzzy red 
houseshoes and ran out the front door. 

Virgil, my helpmate, had already 
cranked up the Chevy, and was 
backing out the gravel driveway. 

“Hurry,” he said, “or they’ll be 
gone before we get there.” 

We hit every pothole between our 
private lane and Shawler’s place off 
the Corydon-New Middletown Road — 
a trip of about five miles. 

“I can’t believe we’re doing this,” 



Virgil said. “Don’t you dare tell 
anyone!” 

(Sorry, hubby. I’m a reporter, and 
UFO stories don’t land in my territory 
every day. That’s not to say there 
haven’t been stranger stories, but 
they were the down-on-earth variety.) 

After passing up Mickey’s house, 
we doubled back and finally found 
her, along with a couple of friends and 
Harrison County Police Officer Steve 
Hamm, standing on the porch, gazing 
up. 

The star-studded night was clear, 
but nippy, with a strong wind. Planes 
zipped overhead, to and from 
Louisville’s Standiford Field in the 
east. 

Sure enough, there “they” were — 
and there were several. One hovered 


in the northeast, rising above the 
treeline some 500 yards across a field. 
Hamm estimated they were about 12 
miles away, in the vicinity of 
Lanesville. 

Not knowing the actual size, it was 
difficult to judge the distance, he said. 

One of the bright orange objects, 
glowing silently like a lightbulb, 
would grow dim and disappear, then 
reappear minutes later, either in the 
same spot or rising from behind the 
trees. At one time, it hovered as long 
as five minutes, about 200 yards above 
the treeline. At the same time, other, 
seemingly smaller lights, would 
appear nearby briefly or fly sideways 
— like a flash — to the south, either 
disappearing suddenly or after a brief 
stop. 

“There has to be a reasonable 
explanation for this, but I sure can’t 
figure out what it is,” Virgil said. At 
first he thought they were airplanes in 
a holding pattern, but he discounted 
that theory because the activity of the 
recognizable ones was obvious. 
Sometimes a plane would fly over and 
the object would disappear, then 
return. Gas pockets in the at¬ 
mosphere? Not seven nights in a row, 
surely. Secret Fort Knox maneuvers? 
Silent helicopters? Nothing fit. 


Even Virgil, a no-nonsense fellow 
who avoids space flicks and other tall 
tales, admitted, after watching the 
goings-on for more than an hour, 
“Something is really weird here.’’ 

Well, I thought, if they would only 
land, I could get the interview to beat 
all interviews. 

Now I was afraid they would leave. 

There was absolutely nothing 
frightening about the strange en¬ 
counter. Rather, it was fascinating. 

I was struck by the idea that, while 
we stood there gawking, "they” might 
be gawking back, not believing their 
eyes, and asking: “What could those 
things be? Look at those creatures 
moving around, silently, and that one 
in silly red shoes. How big do you 
think they are? Do you suppose there 
really is intelligent life on earth? 

“Nah — couldn’t be. They don’t 
even know how to glow.” 

But a few days later, my friend and 
colleague, John I. (Ish) Combs of The 
Crawford County Democrat, was 
quick to shoot down my theory. 

He said, "If there was life on any 
other planet, we would’ve been 
sending them foreign aid by now.” 

OK, Combs. So where’s the Iran- 
Contra missing millions? Mars? 
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Villagers report 
a mysterious 
glowing UFO 


Official agency 
booster rockets 

By HAL BERNTON 

Daily News reporter 

Shortly before midnight 
Tuesday, several dozen villag¬ 
ers from four Northwest Alas¬ 
ka communities reported see¬ 
ing a glowing, haze-shrouded 
object flitting through the 
Arctic sky. 

The reports from Elim, 
Gambell, Savoonga and Tunu- 
nak were funneled to the 
Alaska National Guard by Es¬ 
kimo scouts who live in the 
region. The reports describe 
an object bedecked with flick¬ 
ering lights that at times ap¬ 
peared to hover, then move 
rapidly across the sky. 

Guard officials believe the 
mysterious object or objects 
were fragments of a satellite 
or other spacecraft re-entering 
the earth's atmosphere, said 
Mike Haller, a spokesman for 
the Alaska National Guard. 

"Based on further evalua¬ 
tion of interviews with folks 
out there in those communi¬ 
ties, we’ve pretty well con¬ 
cluded ... that what was seen 
by the majority of people was 
some sort of re-entry (rocket) 
of some sort of space vehi¬ 
cle,” Haller said. “Perhaps a 
booster (rocket).” 

A spokesman for the U.S. 
Space Command, a Colorado- 
based government agency 
that tracks space debris, told 
United Press International 
Friday that no rockets or sat¬ 
ellites fell to earth Tuesday 
night. But he said the object 
may well have been a meteor¬ 
ite. 

“I’m not going to say with 
100 percent surety that it is a 
meteorite, but that’s my best 
estimate,” said Doug Schamp, 
a Space Command spokes¬ 
man. 

The official explanations, 
however, are rejected by Mar¬ 
lin Paul, an Elim National 
Guard sergeant and Iditarod 
Trail Sled Dog race official. 
He reported spotting an uni¬ 
dentified flying object while 
maiming a race checkpoint 
three miles outside his vil¬ 
lage. 

Paul, who reported sight¬ 
ing the object at 11:56 p.m. 
Tuesday, described a 
blue-green globe. "It was ba¬ 
sically shaped like an egg in a 
frying pan,” he said. “The 
yolk part was spaceship and 
the white part of the yolk 
was a glowing cloud around 
the ship.” 

Paul, stationed at the 
checkpoint with his wife, said 
he first saw the object over 
hills northwest of town. It 
then moved straight above 
him. It stayed in sight for 15 
minutes before disappearing 
in the southwestern skies, he 
said. 

Paul said the object gave 
off a glow that bathed several 
miles of snow-covered tundra 
in a green light. He estimated 
the size of the object as bigger 
than a football field. 

"A satellite isn’t that big 
when it comes in,” Paul said 
of the National Guard’s ex¬ 
planation. “If it were a satel¬ 
lite, when it comes back to 
earth, it would disappear in a 
split-second. This hovered low 
over the hills, then it moved 
up, climbed and moved back¬ 
wards." 


explanations cite 
and meteorites 

Meteorites, he said, “don’t 
stop in mid-air, then start 
moving. When a meteorite 
falls, it falls with a red tail. I 
know what a meteorite is and 
it falls fast. 

Five other Elim residents, 
as well as Iditarod mushers 
Joe Runyan and Ted English, 
also reported seeing an uni¬ 
dentified object. Their de¬ 
scriptions of the objects var¬ 
ied. 

Charlie Saccheus, Elim’s 
postmaster, described a cylin¬ 
der-shaped object with a blu¬ 
ish-green light flying at an 
altitude of about 5,000 to 
7,000 feet. “It looked sort of 
like those space rockets,” Sac¬ 
cheus said. 

Further west, in Savoonga 
on St. Lawrence Island , a 
group of villagers spotted 
something in the sky as they 
gathered outside a local teen 
center. 

“It was really a weird 
thing to see. It was just kind 
of glowing,” said Leroy Sep- 
pilu, Savoonga’s postmaster. 

At first the object was par¬ 
tially obscured by a cloud, he 
said. Its glow turned the 
cloud green, he said. 

"It started moving towards 
the southeast, speeded up and 
then rapidly disappeared,” 
Seppilu said. 

Other Savoonga residents 
described a bright round ob¬ 
ject bigger than a jet, accord¬ 
ing to National Guard re¬ 
ports. In Tununak, where the 
object was spotted at mid¬ 
night, villagers described a 
bright white light resembling 
a satellite, part of which 
glowed, the National Guard 
said. 

Earlier Tuesday evening, 
St. Lawrence Island villagers 
also reported seeing an uni¬ 
dentified jet leaving a vapor 
trail in the twilight sky. 

George Seppilu, a Savoon¬ 
ga resident, said he spotted 
the jet at about 8:30 p.m. 
coming from the west. “It 
made three turns , and then 
headed towards the south¬ 
west, Seppilu said. 'T saw the 
vapor trail.” 

U.S. Air Force jets were 
not in the area at that time, 
according to Frank Singleton, 
an Air Force spokesman. 

“We did have flights earli¬ 
er that day but nothing at 
that time,“Singleton said. “I 
think if Soviet jets were buzz¬ 
ing that area, we certainly 
would have responded.” 


NEWS, Kenosha, WI - March 20, 1987 CR: R. Heiden 

It may be Venus, not UFO 


United Press International 

A rash of UFO sightings in 
Waukesha County and a sighting 
Thursday night near Janesville 
are probably just Venus and not 
visits from extraterrestrials, 
thedirector of the Center for 
UFO Studies said Friday. 

But Donald Schmitt, a 
Milwaukee-based director for 
the Glenview, III., center, said 
sightings that have been re¬ 
ported near Belleville since Jan. 
15 cannot be written off as planet 
sightings. 

A spokeswoman for the Rock 
County Sheriff's Department 
said Friday a Janesville resident 
reported seeing a UFO just 
northwest of the city shortly 
before midnight on Thursday. 

She said the object was de¬ 
scribed as egg-shaped with red, 
green and orange lights and that 
the caller said it appeared to 
hover in the sky. 

“No report was made because 
when a deputy arrived he could 
see nothing,” she said. 

Schmitt said the Janesville 
sighting may have been a sight¬ 
ing of Venus. 

"At this particular time, 
Venus is visible in the west and 
sometimes with refractions of 
the lights through the at¬ 
mosphere, the planet itself ap¬ 
pears to have lights on it,” he 
said. 



Many Waukesha residents 
have reported a variety of sight¬ 
ings to the west and although the 
reports of light colors vary, most 
can be explained as Venus, he 
said. 

But the center continues to 
investigate sightings around 
Belleville on the Green-Dane 
county line. 

“We have at least two dozen 
independent reports of the same 
type sighting and we have had 
continued sightings. We have ex¬ 
plained away all natural sight¬ 
ings — the Goodyear blimp, Na¬ 
tional Guard operating aircraft 
at odd times — that sort of 
thing," Schmitt said. 

The object, described in vari¬ 
ous sightings as cigar-shaped, 
was first seen as a series of 
lights by a Belleville police of¬ 
ficer and a passenger riding with 
him. The officer described three 
intense red, white and blue lights 
to a Dane County dispatcher who 
then radioed the Federal Avia¬ 
tion Administration Tower in Au¬ 
rora. III. 


Schmitt said there is a record 
that Aurora reported the object 
as a "target" that is, something 
with enough substance to show 
up on a radar screen. 

The most recent sighting, a 
little less than two weeks ago, 
was at twilight, by a couple who 
said a cigar-shaped object hov¬ 
ered in the area before disap¬ 
pearing, Schmitt said. 

Another sighting, he said, in¬ 
volved a couple who stopped 
their car when they saw the 
object and heard a "whooshing” 
noise as it disappeared. 

“Currently we are investigat¬ 
ing a report on the most recent 
sighting that the man took pic¬ 
tures and they were blank. That 
is not unusual for pictures of 
UFOs. We’ll be checking to 
make sure the film was not 
tampered with. It is very frus¬ 
trating for the observer who 
thought he would have proof and 
then his pictures turn up blank,” 
Schmitt said. 

He said he and a team of 
observers will be at the Belle¬ 
ville site to try and obtain fixed 
coordinates, using all the re¬ 
ports, on where the object first 
appeared. 

“These sightings we just can't 
explain away by anything natu¬ 
ral. We haven’t classified it as a 
UFO, but we are certainly 
close," Schmitt said. 


POST, Denver, CO - April 12, 1987 CR: L. Whitehurst 

INTRUDERS: 

The Incredible Visitations at Copley Woods 

By Budd Hopkins 

_Random House, 117 95 


Aliens are on the prowl 

UFO author suspects a genetic-engineering plot 

By Dennis Stacy 


W ith novelist Whitley Strie- 
ber's recently published ac¬ 
count of his alleged abduc¬ 
tion by alien beings, 
“Communion," already making an 
appearance on national best seller 
lists, no one should be startled to 
find a second new book treating 
the same subject, given publisher's 
penchants for bandwagons. 

Literary incest in this case, how¬ 
ever, Is more than skin deep. In 
tact, the author of “Intruders," 
New York abstract artist Budd 
Hopkins, plays a major role in 
"Communion" as wen. It was Hop¬ 
kins, a specialist in UFO abduction 
cases, to whom "Communion” au¬ 
thor Strieber turned for help when 
he thought he was losing his mind. 

Hopkins arranged for Dr. Don¬ 
ald Klein of the New York State 
Psychiatric Center to serve as 
Strieber’s hypnotherapist, and lat¬ 
er introduced him to a smaU sup¬ 
port group of “abductees” who 
claimed similar experiences — 
that they had been taken bodily 
aboard flying saucers against their 
win and there were subjected to 
physical examination. The two au¬ 
thors have subsequently suffered a 
falling out and are no longer on 
speaking terms. 

Without choosing sides, what are 
terrestrial readers supposed to 
make of such cosmic shenanigans? 

“Communion” author Strieber, 
in a style reminiscent of a space- 
age Carlos Castaneda, believes he 
was kidnapped by “visitors" who 
appear to share a hivelike mind. 
Though their origins and motives 
remained obscure, Strieber specu¬ 
lated that the extraterrestrial hive 
“seeks the very depth of the soul; 
it seeks communion." 

Hopkins, on the other hand, be¬ 



fludd Hopkins 


lieves the aliens may have some¬ 
thing more mundane and consider¬ 
ably less cerebral in mind. The 
case his book argues for UFOs and 
their mysterious occupants is that 
they are practicing a widespread 
program of genetic engineering 
aimed at human beings. 

Focusing on a series of bizarre 
but apparently UFO-related events 
that befell several members of the 
“Davis" family of Indianapolis 
(virtually every case history Hop¬ 
kins recounts is anonymous), “In¬ 
truders’ ’ relates the story of an 
alien conspiracy. 

Hopkins offers a mountain of an¬ 
ecdotal testimony, mostly obtained 
under regressive hypnosis, that 
points to repeated extraterrestrial 
abductions of certain chosen indi¬ 
viduals beginning in their child 
hood and continuing throughout 
their adult years. Unfortunately, 
the evidence Hopkins adduces is 
contaminated by the fact that 
much of this testimony springs 


from vaguely remembered dreams 
(not to mention the hypnosis itself, 
which is notoriously problematic) 
— a plague that also pesters Strie¬ 
ber’s book. 

Still, the scenario Hopkins ar¬ 
rives at isn’t quite so outlandish as 
it might be, given 1) our own pres¬ 
ent state of genetic engineering 
technology, with which we are al¬ 
ready able to clone various organ¬ 
isms, and 2) the assumption that 
any intelligent life form capable of 
interstellar travel would be at least 
as proficient in such techniques as 
we are. 

What Hopkins proposes, if you 
haven’t guessed by now, is that our 
alienaut visitors have been collect¬ 
ing samples of human sperm and 
ova for their own as-yet-unrev- 
ealed purposes. Male abductees 
Hopkins has talked to have report¬ 
ed Instances of what amounts to 
extraterrestrial rape, while their 
female counterparts recall opera 
tions similar to both artificial in¬ 
semination and laparoscopy — the 
extraction by tube of eggs from the 
ovaries. 

In at least one instance, that of 
"Kathie Davis," the aliens suppos¬ 
edly impregnated her during the 
course of one abduction, then ex¬ 
tracted the fetus before term in the 
course of another. She was later 
supposedly abducted yet again and 
allowed to see her female child, a 
hybrid of human and alien genes. 

But we humans may yet have 
the last laugh. Two of the males 
Hopkins interviewed told him they 
had had vasectomies before their 
abductions. 

Dennis Stacy is a San Antonio 
writer whose w ork has appeared In 
such magazines as OMNI and 
Smithsonian's Air Sr Space. □ 
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Visitors stranger than fiction 


By John Boudreau 

Staff writer 

he diminutive figure peering 
into Whitley Strieber’s dark¬ 
ened bedroom could have 
been a child. 

But It had almond-shaped eyes 
and a black hairline mouth, which 
later formed into an “O”. 

Krfcber says a strange sound 
cmiUttg from his downstairs liv¬ 
ing r a om , a noise resembling a 
horde of people moving about 
quickly, had awakened him during 
the waning hours of Dec. 26, 1985. 

They were what he calls the Vis¬ 
itors And they had come for him. 

He explains his abduction that 
night in a new book, “Communion" 
(William Morrow, 817.95). 

8irieber, 41, is the author of 
Such thrillers as “The Hunger” and 
“The Wolfen." But he maintains 
his latest venture, a story about 
nocturnal visits by strange, super¬ 
human creatures, is absolutely 
true. 


“This isn’t a horror story,” he 
maintained during a telephone in¬ 
terview. “This is simply scary.” 

In “Communion,” ranked No. 2 
on the New York Times 
Bestsellers List, Strieber argues 
his case like a barrister, putting 
the lives of his family on the wit¬ 
ness stand for the reader, his judge 
and jury. 

He says the creatures torment¬ 
ed his household during the fall 
and winter of 1985 in their upstate 
New York cabin. His 8-year-old 
son complained about “a bunch of 
little doctors who took me out on 
the porch." 

His wife was greatly disturbed 
by the visits, although she sensed 
rather than saw the Visitors. 

Friends detected something odd 
one October evening when they 
spent the night in the Striebers’ 
guest room. In the dead of night, 
they awoke to a bright light flow¬ 
ing from the living room. They 
thought it was mid-morning. Then 




DAILY REPORTER, Coldwater, MI - April 24, 1987 

Award posted for story of 
proven UFO kidnappings 


NEW YORK (UPI) — A person who 
claims to have been abducted by an 
unidentified flying object can eam a 
quick $10,000 — if the kidnapping can 
be verified. 

A private investigator challenges 
anyone to prove a kidnapping by ex¬ 
traterrestrial beings and, if convinc¬ 
ed, says he will pay $10,000 to the vic¬ 
tim. 

Philip Klass, a member of a group 
that debunks claims of the paranor¬ 
mal, said Thursday he was respon¬ 
ding to two recently published books 
that detail alleged abductions of peo¬ 
ple by aliens from UFOs. 

“I’m doing this because there is 
enough in this world to worry about 
without having to worry about a fan¬ 
tasy,” he said in a telephone inter¬ 
view from his home In Washington, 
D.C. 

One of the books, “Communion,” an 
account by Whitley Strieber of his 
own alleged abduction by aliens, has 
readied No. 2 on bestseller lists. 


The other, "Intruders,” by Bud 
Hopkins, Is a collection of accounts 
from people who claim creatures 
from UFOs subjected them to such in¬ 
dignities as rape and abortion. 

Klass, who has investigated UFOs 
for years for the Committee for the 
Sdentiflc Investigation of Claims of 
the Paranormal, said none of the kid¬ 
nappings reported in the books was 
ever reported to the FBI. 

He said people who knowingly 
report spurious kidnappings to the 
FBI are subject to a $10,000 fine and a 
five-year prison sentence. 

Klass said he will give the $10,000 
award to anyone who reports an ac¬ 
count of their own UFO kidnapping to 
the FBI and receives confirmation 
from the agency that the incident did 
occur. 

“This is for a proven victim of UFO 
kidnapping only," Klass said. “I am 
not, repeat not, offering it to those 
who have been kicked in the head by 
Santa’s reindeer.” 


one of them heard the sound of 
little feet scurrying in their hosts’ 
bedroom upstairs. 

The encounters left Strieber an 
emotional wreck and on the verge 
of suicide. He thought he was going 
insane. It nearly crumbled his 18- 
year marriage. 

He says the Visitors probed his 


He eventually was released but 
he couldn’t escape his jumbled, 
haunting memories. 

Strieber turned to psychiatry, 
neurology and hypnosis for help, 
only to learn that what he had 
experienced was not caused by 
any known psychological or physi¬ 
cal disorder. 


“This isn’t a horror story. This 
is simply scary.” 

— Whitley Strieber 


life and body as though he were a 
petri dish specimen. At one point, 
Strieber says his fear was so great 
that “it seemed to make my per¬ 
sonality completely evaporate.” 

During one of the abductions, a 
scaly measuring device was 
shoved up his rectum, an experi¬ 
ence he likened to being raped. 
Among other painful pokings, a 
needle was inserted into his brain. 

When he squirmed, a female 
Visitor, whp he says smelled of 
cardboard, spoke to him in a Mid¬ 
western accent with an electronic 
overtone. 

“What can we do to help you 
stop screaming?” she asked him. 


Eventually, his anger and fear 
of the Visitors eased into an empa¬ 
thy for them. He says he now 
thinks of them in terms of 
“kinship.” 

Strieber says he decided to write 
“Communion” so those who have 
suffered similar experiences, and 
have been ridiculed for talking 
about them, will realize they are 
not alone. 

But his usual publisher, Warner 
Books, politely declined to publish 
his manuscript. The company en¬ 
couraged him to drop the idea and 
never to show the book to anyone 
else. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN NEWS, Denver, CO 
May 16, 1987 CR: L. Whitehurst 

Eerie lights 
stir UFO hunt 
in Glenwood 

By DEBORAH FRAZIER 

Rocky Mountain News Staff Writer 


Mysterious lights sparkled briefly over 
Glenwood Springs this week, inspiring spec¬ 
ulation about unidentified flying objects, 
northern lights and satellites. 

Dozens of residents, including four police 
officers, spotted the bright, multicolored 
lights in the sky northwest of town both 
Monday and Wednesday night, Lt. Don Wil¬ 
liams of the Glenwood Springs Police De¬ 
partment said yesterday. 

"We’ve had a number of people calling in, 
including several police officers, reporting 
seeing strange lights about the size and 
brightness of a star,” said Williams. 

He said the lights, spotted above Storm 
King Mountain, varied in color from green 
to red to blue. They appeared about II p m. 
and vanished within 30 minutes. "Everybody 
is going out at that time of night so they can 
see for themselves," 

A police officer who studied the lights 
through a small telescope said the phenome¬ 
non could be solar reflections from station¬ 
ary satellites, said Williams, but another 
officer using the same telescope said the 
lights looked more like headlights than stars. 

Williams discounted speculations about 
the aurora borealis, the curtain of multicol¬ 
ored lights that is rarely visible in Colorado, 
because the lights were dots, not a sheet. 

“We're not really speculating about what 
it is," said Williams, a UFO buff. "There's 
nothing I’d like more than to see a UFO, but 
I don’t have a real strong feeling about this." 

Officials at the North American Aero¬ 
space Defense Command in Colorado 
Springs and the National Oceanic and Atmo¬ 
spheric Administration in Boulder said 
they’d heard reports, but had no explanation. 

“We don’t have the mission or means of 
investigating that sort of thing, said Del 
Kindschi, a public affairs officer at NORAD. 
He said an Air Force study on UFOs ended 
in 1969, and there is no ongoing research. 

Joe Allen, chief of the solar terrestrial 
physics division at NOAA, said the descrip¬ 
tions didn't match characteristics of the 
aurora borealis or solar reflections. 

“I don’t know of anything that could ex¬ 
plain points of light hanging above the hori¬ 
zon in western Colorado,” he said. 


"They told me to hide it." he said. 

Undaunted, Strieber tried to ped¬ 
dle his book to 13 other publishers. 
Ten rejected him fiat. But three 
companies liked "Communion” so 
much that a bidding war erupted. 
Morrow won and agreed to pay $1 
million for the hard and soft cover 
rights. 

Strieber says he rejected a 
$750,000 offer for the movie rights 
to “Communion.” He wants to write 
the script himself. He also plans to 
write a follow-up book, which will 
detail how the family was affected 
by the encounters, and how it grew 
spiritually. 

When “Communion" first hit the 
bookstores last month, some of 
Strieber s friends dropped him. 

"I've lost a few friends over it," 
he says. "I ve taken a lot of grief for 
this. But I've also been paid $1 
million. 

“If you're really an ideologue, 
you’re going to find this 
threatening," he says of his book. 
“This is an area where left-wing 
ideologues and fundamentalists see 
eye to eye.” 

The visits sparked his interest in 
UFO*. Before the Visitors, he never 
had more than a passing interest in 
them 

He has discovered that since 1983, 
there had been thousands of strange 
sightings in the skies over tl»« area 
where his cabin is located Sane of 
those UFOs had been described as 
being the size of aircraft carriers. 
Strieber says. 

And one evening in late Decem¬ 
ber 1986, when Strieber says he was 
abducted, a neighbor told him he 
saw something hovering over the 
road less -than five miles from 
Strieber’s house. 

Still, the writer is not convinced 
that he was visited by beings from 
outer space. 

“I would not say for certain that 
these Visitors are for real," he says. 
“God knows where they could be 
from ” 

Strieber did, however, ask the 
creatures where they hailed from. 

“They said, ‘everywhere,’ sug¬ 
gesting they had been around for a 
long time,” he said. 

“They may be from within us," 
Strieber added. “If that’s so. this is 
some extraordinary imaginative as¬ 
pect of our human being " 

The final visit came last Decem¬ 
ber, when the Visitors took him to 
what appeared to be a neighboring 
cottage. 

Strieber says he had meant to 
take his camera with him. But he 
grabbed his cat instead 

He says he told the Visitors, who 
knew about his book, that he wanted 
to rid himself of the fear he had of 
them. 

"They said, 'We will help you, but 
it will be very difficult,” Strieber 
recalled. 

He refused to say what the crea¬ 
tures did for him, only that he no 
longer fears them. 

When the 15-minute interlude 
ended, Strieber intended to go home 
and write about it, and telephone 
friends. 

“The next thing I knew, it was 
morning," he said. 

His wife knew something had 
happened. 

"When she got up. she said, ‘They 
were here,' ” Strieber recalled 

His camera equipment is poised 
for yet another episode. 

“If they ever come back to me, I 
will be perfectly happy," Strieber 
said, “and if they don't, I’ll be per¬ 
fectly happy with that." 
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By KEVIN HARDEN 

Post-Record Reporter 

We are not alone, and Dudley 
Starr of Camas does not want us 
to be afraid of things we might see 
in the sky — especially if they are 
unidentified flying objects. 

Starr thinks everyone should 
recognize a UFO when he or she 
sees one, so he has constructed 
several models of the strange 
crafts that might appear in the 
night sky as balls of shining lights, 
or during the day as swift, 
gleaming metallic spheres. 

“I want people to become 
familiar with these crafts so they 
won’t be at odds with themselves 
if they see one." Starr said. ”1 
think that the more familiar we 
are with them then the less friction 
we'll have with what we've seen 
and what we think we've seen." 

Starr has worked for several 
years on a half dozen models of 
space craft he said could resemble 
things flying from planet to planet 
and secretly visiting earth. 

And, on this the 40th 
anniversary of the first reported 
sighting of a “flying saucer," Starr 
hopes to use his models to 
“educate" the public about what u 
could — and might — see. 

It was 40 years ago this June 
when a pilot flying his small plane 
near Washington's Mount Rainier 
saw what he later described as 
nine silvery metallic balls 
“skipping" across the sky at speeds 
estimated at 1,300 miles per hour, 
faster than any known crafl could 
fly in 1947. 

Pilot Kenneth Arnold, who 
later went on to be a state official 
in Idaho, saw the nine objects 
dancing across the sky near 
Mount Rainier June 24. 1947. 
Arnold radioed his discovery to 
the airport, and anxious reporters 
waiting for him at the airfield later 
wrote that Arnold described the 
UFOs' flying motion as similar to 
"stones or saucers skipping across 
water." 

Thus was born the descriptive 
phrase "flying saucers." 

Starr's models are examples of 
things he has read about in 
“hundreds of books" and 
numerous magazine articles on 
UFOs. 

So far. Starr has only seen a 
handful of UFOs in western 
Oregon, Colorado and one in the 
Camas-Washougal area. His 
models are based on other people’s 
descriptions and photographs 
published from places around the 
world where photographers 
happened to catch one of the fast 
moving craft on film. 

Starr said he saw his first UFO 
in 1967 as a student at Linfield 
College in McMinnville, Ore. For 
the past 20 years Starr has studied 
books, pamphlets and magazines 
on UFOs to find out more about 
the crafts. 

“I’ve seen several of them," 
Starr said. “To me they are the 
most natural thing in view of 
traveling interstellar distances. It’s 
not unnatural to see something 
like this.” 

Interstellar travel? Scale models 
of UFOs? Is Starr serious? You 
better believe he is serious. So are 
thousands of other- Americans 
who claim to see UFOs each year. 

“Lots of people see crafts of all 
types each year, but very few 
make models of them,” said 


Gabriel Green, head of the 5,600- 
member Amalgamated Flying 
Saucer Clubs of America. “Back in 
the '50s there were some different 
sources of information and people 
were very interested. But I don’t 
know very many people who 
make models of the crafts today. 
Most of them who do are pretty 
covert about it." 

Green, who directs the Flying 
Saucer Clubs from his home in 
Yucca Valley, Calif., said Starr’s 
models could be good things for 
people who were interested in the 
subject. Because public discussion 
of the issue has subsided. Green 
said it had lost much of its 
glamour, even though it continued 
to be a staple of sensational tabloid 
stories and science fiction movies. 

“I believe that we are not alone 
in the universe,” Starr said. “I 
think there is a need to be more 
aware of the type of structures 
involved (in space travel)." 

Starr’s models are unusual 
bowl-shaped things with dull, 
metallic hulls or silver-sculpted 
designs. Three of his most 
prominent models include such 
features as telescoping legs, plastic 
bubble domes, more than 200 
small red lights and simulated 
magnetic propulsion engines. 

One of Starr’s models even 
includes a green-tinted lens on its 
bottom to simulate the reported 
green beam that often 
accompanies UFO sightings. 

His “HCO 78.6” - a 
"standard” space cruiser — is 
about a foot in diameter and 10 
inches high with three telescoping 
legs and a dome bubble on top. 

Because of the model's 
simulated three magnetic field 
propulsion units on its bottom, the 
craft is named for Hans Christian 
Oersted (1777-1851) who 
discovered in 1819 that magnetic 
fields surrounded wires carrying 
electrical currents. Oersted also 
was the first to isolate aluminum. 

Starr estimated that a real HCO 
78.6 could be as large as two 747 
jumbo jets. 

Another space craft model, the 
Omega 940, is actually two silver 
serving trays soldered together 
and decorated with 222 tiny red 
lights and two tiny green lights. 
The Omega — estimated to be 
about 40 feet in diameter — is 
Starr’s example of a Martian 
cruiser. 

“They come in all shapes and 
sizes,” Starr said. “I’ve read that 
they can be anything from a yard 
to a quarter of a kilometer in size.” 

“There have been thousands of 
sightings and the most prominent 
is the the saucer shaped metallic- 
type ship,” said Green. 

Making the models has taken 
several years and several hundred 
dollars, Starr said. Lights for the 
Martian cruiser cost about SI00. 
The silver serving trays that make 
up the ship’s hull cost him about 
$25 each. 

“It’s pretty much dependent on 
what parts you can find,” he said. 
“When you’re working on a very 
limited budget like 1 am you have 
to use what you can find.” 

Working on the models and 
keeping an eye on the sky for 
more UFOs sometimes can be 
tedious. Starr said, but it was 
worth the effort. 

"You find yourself getting kind 
of space happy when you play 



MODELS OF "flying saucers" 
show what some people could 
see — and have seen — in the 
sky. Dudley Starr of Camas con¬ 
structed the models to show 
people that UFOs were real and 
should not be feared. Starr's 
models included a "Venutian 
cruiser" (above) that had 
telescoping legs, and a smaller 
space ship (left) with three 
simulated magnetic propulsion 
units constructed to its under¬ 
side. POST photos by H.D. Collett 
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Alien visitors? 


g By Jon Van 

COMMUNION. By Whilley Strei- 
.. bcr. Bccch Tree-Morrow. $17.95. 
g INTRUDERS. By Build Hopkins. 
Random House. $17.95. 

oo £?trangers from other planets 
^ kUsecm to t>c rather like annoying 
telatives. They drop in un- 
^ announced, without invitation and 
usually at inconvenient times to 
Ih make themselves at home without 
^ concern for their host's peace of 
mind. 

1 This impression is derived from 
two new books from major pub- 
lishers. It is possible another bout 
with flying saucers reminiscent of 

G one spawned some years ago by the 
^ film * ‘Close Encounters of the Third 
m Kind” is on the horizon. 
m The books share content and style 
• similarities much as do television 
Jj situation comedies that spin off one 
another. Budd Hopkins, author of 

2 “Intruders,” is a self proclaimed 
UFO investigator who was called 
upon by Whitley Strieber, a writer 
of fictional horror tales, for help 
with Strieber's own odd encounters, 
described in "Communion.” 

Hopkins located therapists to 
hypnotize Strieber so he could relive 
encounters with other-worldly visi¬ 
tors. On most occasions, Hopkins 
participated in the questioning of 
Strieber while he was under hyp¬ 
nosis. 

Strieber's book concentrates on 
his own personal experiences and 
makes passing references to similar 
stories from others. He spends a lot 
of time speculating about the mean¬ 
ing of these experiences. Hopkins' 
book focuses on the experiences of 
one woman, but also brings in stor¬ 
ies from several others. 


with these things after a while.” he 
said. “But I'd love to get inside one 
and question the inhabitants 
about how it works.” 


Hopkins and Strieber both criti¬ 
cize skeptics and both adopt a 
(«eudo-documcnlary style that 
apparently is intended to persuade 
the reader that, fantastic as it may 
sound. Earthlings are visited repe¬ 
atedly by short gray people with 
large scary eyes who travel in flying 
saucers. Both books are filled with 
meaningless detail, long verbatim 
rambling accounts by people who 
are hypnotized and extensive post¬ 
hypnotic narratives and analyses. 

Skeptics who balk at the notion of 
(lying saucers and little gray men are 
called closed-minded, while Strie¬ 
ber and Hopkins call themselves 
true skeptics who keep their minds 
open while seeking the real truth. 

Y et even a cursory reading indi¬ 
cates that far from being a 
skeptic, Hopkins is a cheerleading 
advocate of spacemen and UFOs. In 
Hopkins’ view, aliens visit humans 
so often that if they flew commer¬ 
cially instead of using flying sauc¬ 
ers, they’d earn enough frequent 
dyer bonus points to go to China 
twice a week. Hopkins suggests to 
people seeking his advice that their 
troublesome nightmares aren’t real¬ 
ly dreams at all, but actually are real 
events their minds won’t accept. 

Strieber is less certain than Hop¬ 
kins that the visitors are aliens from 
other planets, but he is convinced 
they are real and (hat they select 
people to contact repeatedly. He 
ponders several alternative explana¬ 
tions of these beings, suggesting 
they may be fairies, ghosts, time 
travelers from the future or members 
of a large inscct-like hive, some¬ 
thing like tall termites, whose ac¬ 
tions are governed by the aggrega¬ 
tion rather than individually. 

The visitors’ behavior is difficult 
to fathom, even for UFO investiga¬ 


tors. Like The Shadow from the old 
radio serial, these aliens have “the 
power to cloud men’s minds,” mak¬ 
ing people forget most of what hap¬ 
pens during their visits. But not all. 
Why people remember some things 
from their encounters, why they 
have dreams and why sometimes the 
aliens neglect to wipe away memor¬ 
ies is unknown. We are given a pic¬ 
ture of creatures with vast intelli¬ 
gence and advanced technology who 
at times seem to be forgetful bumb¬ 
lers and at other times unfeeling 
fiends. 

In total, these books ask the read¬ 
er to accept as fact a series of asser¬ 
tions that arc fantastic on their face. 
For their arguments to persuade, the 
reader must accept on faith that 
these authors are honest, objective 
men who passonately seek the truth. 

Most of the alien behavior as de¬ 
scribed in these books seems point¬ 
less. Who they are and what they 
want is a mystery. 

These visitors could be remnants 
of a dying race trying to strengthen 
their genetic stock, as one visited 
woman in the Hopkins book sug¬ 
gests. Or maybe they realize they 
look funny being so bald, and they 
want their kids to have hair, accord¬ 
ing to theories of a mechanic in the 
Hopkins book who claims he had 
sex with an alien. 

Whatever they are, the creatures 
portrayed in these two accounts and 
the humans they visit appear mostly 
as tedious oafs. 

Their antics may be followed with 
less exertion and more enjoyment by 
scanning tabloid headlines while 
waiting in supermarket checkout 
lines.□ 

Jon Van is a Chicago Tribune scien¬ 
ce writer. 











s Keeping eye on sky 

£ Mena resident seeks UFO sighting reports 


£ By Lamar James 

<; GAZETTE STAFF _ 

I It has been 40 years since Ken- 
pd neth Arnold, a private airplane pi- 
lot, saw an unknown object and 
* coined the phrase "flying saucer," 
o and it's been even longer since the 
prophet Ezekiel saw a "wheel 
within a wheel." 

>H Since the Arnold sighting, there 
have been numerous sightings of 
•h those strange, pesky and some¬ 
times playful objects that report- 
pj edly snatch up people from time to 
H time, whiz around scaring the day- 
[3 lights out of pilots, light up the 
y night sky and radars and suck 
5 power from power plants and cars 
„ alike. 

Needs volunteers 

<j The sightings have caught the 
a interest of Edward F. Mazur, 66, a 
semiretired aerospace engineer 
who lives at Mena. Mazur joined 
the Mutual UFO Network (MU- 
FON) several years ago, and now 
he is Arkansas director. He said in 
a recent interview that he needs 
volunteers to Investigate sightings 
or unusual occurrences that may 
be related 

MUFON is an international or¬ 
ganization of researchers who 
track and research UFO sightings. 
Mazur said a "great many PhDs 
and highly qualified physicists 
and university professors who are 
extremely interested" In UFO phe¬ 
nomena are members. 


systems, has written for technical 
publications and sells wood-burn¬ 
ing stoves. He also is a ham radio 
operator. 

Suspects unreported sightings 

He suspects there may be more 
UFO sightings in Arkansas than 
are being reported, and he encour¬ 
aged persons to report incidents to 
authorities or his organization. 

Mazur said he and his wife 
sighted a UFO in 1981 as they were 
driving near Hector (Pope County) 
north of Russellville. They saw a 
bright blue circular object about 
12 feet in diameter flying less than 
100 feet off the ground near the 
road. He said when he stopped, it 
veered off and wobbled as it sped 
away. 

That wobble was a "giveaway," 
he said, adding that UFOs often 
wobble or sway because they are 
not on “a stable flight pattern." 

UFOs are “not making the news 
as frequently and the sightings, 
particularly In this part of the 
world, have tapered off some” in 
recent years, Mazur said. 

The UFO field has more theories 
than hard facts, but getting Mazur 
to venture a personal theory or 
opinion about UFOs is difficult. 

Mazur is willing to go on the re¬ 
cord about one thing, however. 

“I've been an aerospace engineer 
in mainstream weapons systems, 


Edward F. Mazur and his ham radio equipment. 


and I can say categorically we 
don’t have anything approaching 
the capability of the performance 
of some of these objects. Even the 
stealth bomber is a kiddie car com¬ 
pared to what these objects are re¬ 
ported to do.” 

He said encounters with UFOs 
— such as reports of abductions 
by aliens — are "good entertain¬ 
ment" and may "serve to cushion 
any future revelation that these 
things are genuine." 

He said alien visitors, if that is 
what they are, are pretty unas¬ 
suming and seem content to make 


themselves known to the average 
guy who is not high enough up "in 
the social structure to carry any 
influence." 

"If these things are not earthly, 
they have shown no sign of being 
hostile," he said. 

"When you contemplate the uni¬ 
verse, it’s kind of mind boggling to 
begin with," he said. "Maybe we’re 
not alone in this huge universe." 

More information is availble 
from Mazur at Route 3, Postoffice 
Box 302, Mena 71963, or by calling 
394-6724. 


‘Sole Interest’ 

"Our sole interest is in trying to 
get enough scientific talent on 
these things to collate (informa¬ 
tion) and * * * get a better handle on 
it. Reep an open mind and keep 
searching seems to be the name of 
the game.” 

Mazur, an Ohio native, moved to 
Arkansas several years ago from 
Florida, where he worked for a de¬ 
fense firm. He was intrigued by 
Arkansas because another engi¬ 
neer, whose hobby was geology, 
told him Arkansas was a unique 
place “with strange geological for¬ 
mations and plant life. I aways 
wanted a place in the country. I 
made one trip to Arkansas, and I 
said This is it.’ ” 

Mena ‘fits us to a tee’ 

He said Mena "just fits us to a 
tee." His children were educated 
at the University of Arkansas — 
one is now an electronics engineer 
and the other raises horses. 

Mazur said he does consulting 
work for electronics and lighting 


HERALD-NEWS, Hodgenville, KY - April 30, 1987 

County residents 
say UFO visits 
Mt. Sherman area 


by Bob McDonald 

Imagine! You are returning home 
one evening. It’s late, about 11:00 
p.m. You get out of the car and, for 
some reason, look at the sky. There 
before you is a very bright light 
shining through the clouds. 

Could it be a UFO? 

That’s what Norman and Marga¬ 
ret Skaggs are wondering because 
that’s what happened to them 
several weeks ago. 

"It was like a spotlight setting 
in the clouds,” Margaret explai¬ 
ned. She said she and her husband 
have seen the strange light on four 
different occasions, always in the 
same location, in the clouds toward 
Greensburg or Campbeilsville and 
away from their home near Mt. 
Sherman. 

Margaret said she has no idea 
just how large the object may be. 
"You can’t see nothing but the 
light," she explained. 

The Skaggses say no noise can be 
heard and after watching the light 
for a long time a slight movement 


can be detected. 

Other sightings of UFOs some¬ 
times report a swift movement of 
the mysterious object. Not so with 
the light sighted by the Skaggses. 

In the past several weeks, people 
never Corydon, Indiana, have re¬ 
ported seeing unidentified flying 
objects. Margaret Skaggs said 
those reports came after the first 
incident that involved her and her 
husband. 

Margaret Skaggs said she had 
given little thought to visitors from 
outer space. But she added, "I 
believe it (the light) is." 

Margaret Skaggs does baby 
sitting and her husband does farm 
work. 

The Skaggses would be interes¬ 
ted in hearing from other people 
who may have seen the light in the 
sky near Mt. Sherman. 

"There’s no color," said Marga¬ 
ret. "It’s just like a car headlight." 

That may be what it looks like. 
But we haven’t seen too many 
flying cars recently. 


_CURRENTS b,i,, “ d “" 

Somewhere Out There 


Does it give you solace to think we 
on Earth are being watched over by 
space beings? Maybe it just gives you 
pause. Or the heebie-jeebies. 

Alice Pittman of Denver, for one, 
thinks they are out there. She hasn't 
had actually seen them herself, but she 
thinks in a matter of months everyone 
in the world will have seen a UFO— 
whether they realize it or not. 

Pittman is a member of An- 
tahkarana, a support group for people 
who have had UFO contacts and who 
are by Pittman's appraisal 'loosely'' 
connected with New Age thinking. 

Pittman and other Antahkaranans 
believe that space visitors are actively 
communicating with chosen Earthlings. 
Shades of Shirley MacLaine's Out on a 
Lumb. Because of our propensity to 
misuse nuclear energy, 'The Space 
Command," as she refers to the space 
visitors, is here to keep us from blow¬ 
ing up our planet. 

'They're here to warn us. If we 
were to blow our planet up, the ripple 
effect would be felt throughout other 
galaxies," says Pittman. 

Ashlar, the head of Space Com¬ 
mand, and other "space brothers and 
sisters" communicate through chan¬ 
neled. According to Pittman, the 
space visitors elect to channel through 
someone who is dedicated to helping 
mankind. As an example, she men¬ 
tions that one of the more well known 
channelers is an otherwise 
unremarkable little old lady from Salt 
Lake City named Tuella. 

Channelers come in three 
varieties—trans- or trance-channelers, 
whose bodies are literally taken over, 
and two types that involve the host 
being conscious and merely sharing 
energy with the guest speaker, so to 
speak. 

One type of conscious channeler— 
Pittman herself is one—is aware that 
words are coming out of his or her 
mouth, but is unaware of what is be¬ 
ing said. The other variety of con¬ 
scious channeler, according to Pitt¬ 
man, is aware of what is coming out 
of his or her mouth to the extent of 
being able to monitor what is being 
said. 

Pittman has been channeling since 
she was a child. It took years before 
she was able to figure out who "the 
guys" were. "The guys," Pittman's 


name for the voices in her head, don't 
direct her or order her to do things, 
she insists, but have discussions that 
eventually turn out to be helpful. The 
difference between her guys and voices 
heard by some mentally ill persons, 
she thinks, is that the mentally ill 
aren't able to use the information to 
help other people and they may not be 
dealing with third dimensional reality. 

As far-out as her theories are, Pitt¬ 
man comes across like someone who 
does have a grasp on reality, third- 
dimensional or otherwise. She is down 
to earth and possesses a good sense of 
humor. 

In any case, space visitors apparent¬ 
ly are more likely to be heard than 
seen. The fact that they are seen by 
some and not others causes some 
discomfit among believers. "We all go 
through a lot of personal anxiety over 
not being allowed to see one," says 
Pittman. "Our tendency is to blame 
ourselves: aren't we believing 
enough?" 

On the other hand, the Space Com¬ 
mand says not everyone needs to see 
them. They reveal themselves, not at 
random, says Pittman, but to make a 
point. 

Besides, it is entirely possible that 
the less enlightened among us have 
had UFO contacts without being con¬ 
sciously aware that we have been con¬ 
tacted, Pittman and others believe. 

Even if we don't realize we've had a 
UFO contact, though, there are telltale 
signs. Somewhere along the line, once 
it happens, our lives begin changing 
for the better, Pittman says. We start 
feeling different about life—our 
reading material changes and we feel a 
deepening need to help humanity. 

It's easy to scoff, but Pittman says 
believers are more mainstream than 
we might think. She says tests per¬ 
formed on people who have had UFO 
contacts reveal that they are above 
average in intelligence, are broad¬ 
minded and competent. 

The tests might also have revealed 
that people who have had UFO con¬ 
tacts are more imaginative. Or, 
whether its moonbeams or star 
dwellers, that they have a fundamental 
need to believe that someone or 
something is out there on the trip with 
us. □ 
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UFOs or what? Parkway lights a mystery 


By Lee Mueller 

Eastern Kentucky bureau 

ROSSLYN — The night sky 
over the broad Red River valley 
was clear again last Wednesday 
night, inky black and speckled 
with stars. 

Bill Hobbs watched, but the 
stars stood still. “Every night it's 
clear, I look," he said. 

Three months ago, Hobbs re¬ 
ported seeing a possible UFO here 
— an event that briefly propelled 
him and this tiny Powell County 
community into the news. 

On a crystalline evening in 
early January, about 20 people 
gathered near Hobbs’ red brick 
home on Ky. 15, two miles east of 
Stanton, to observe flashing ob¬ 
jects in the southern sky. What 
they saw, some said, were bright 
stars. What Hobbs had seen, he 


'Everybody got to 
deviling me so much 
about it, I began telling 
them I didn’t see 
anything. They worried 
me to death in town for a 
while.' 

— Bill Hobbs 

said, moved and flashed and ex¬ 
ploded. 

“This was definitely something 
besides a star,” Hobbs said. 

Whatever it was, the report of 
an unidentified flying object was 
the third in six months along a 10- 
mile stretch of the Bert T. Combs 
Mountain Parkway in Perry Coun¬ 
ty, from Rosslyn to Slade. 

The first sighting was reported 


July 6 at Natural Bridge State 
Resort Park, near Slade, said 
Anne Albln, a professional folk 
singer who lives In Powell County, 
and serves as a field reporter for 
Mutual UFO Network. MUFON is 
a private international organiza¬ 
tion that investigates and catalogs 
UFO reports. 

The second occurred July 23 
on the parkway, about two miles 
east of Slade, she said. 

Three weeks later, on Aug. 12, 
a mysterious flash of light and an 
explosion in Clark County — Pow¬ 
ell County’s neighbor to the west 
— ignited speculation about a 
UFO. The cause of the flash and 
explosion was never determined. 

Still, nobody in Powell County 
seems ready to declare this sec¬ 
tion of the Mountain Parkway a 
kind of UFO Alley in Kentucky. In 
fact, most residents remain skepti¬ 
cal. 
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on Slade Hill, overlooking Dead 
Lawrence Ledford, 70, who op- Man’s Curve on the parkway 


erates a bait shop at Slade, said he 
had identified about the only flying 
objects he’s seen lately — the 
turkey buzzards that roost nearby 
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U.F.0.s(AsltWas 
Told To Me) 


"The first time I ever saw 
something up in the ele¬ 
ments was in the fall of 1940. 
It must have been in late 
September or early October 
because the leaves had fallen 
from the trees and were all 
fluffy on the ground in the 
woods. On the ridge across 
from our house there were a 
lot of chestnut oak trees and 
the leaves were deep on the 
ground there. One night 
about 10:00 o'clock I walked 
out on the porch and. like 
always. 1 looked into the 
elements and there was a big 
ball of fire in the elements, 
as big as a water bucket. It 
traveled across our field and 
house and fell in the woods 
on the ridge where all the dry 
chestnut leaves were. 

"Now when it hit. there 
was sparklers flying all over 
in all directions and I 
thought the woods would 
catch afire for sure. But it 
didn't and everything went 
black. 


"The next day 1 walked 
over there where the thing 
had hit. that old big ball of 
fire. There wasn't any 
scorched leaves or anything. 
It was just before my seventh 
child was born and I never 
told my husband or anyone 
what I had seen because 1 
thought they would just 
laugh at me. Now it doesn't 
make any difference because 
1 saw something else in the 
elements last Thursday 
night. 

"It was about 10:15 p.m. 
and I was fixing for bed. 1 
walked over to my window 
and looked into the elements 
as 1 have done all my life and 
there was a whole group of 
tights, red. orange, blue, and 
all colors, just like Christmas 
lights. It was about as big as 
a truck bed and moving to 
the west like the other one. 
these lights wasn't blinking 
or going on and off like some 
people say; just a big group 
of lights going over. 


"They didn't hit our ridge 
as before. They just kept on 
going. I'm telling you this 
now for this is what 1 saw on 
Tar Ridge in Wolfe County." 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: The 
U.F.O. that was reported 
seen on Stillwater some four 
weeks ago has turned out to 
be an l.F.O. (identified flying 
object). The News has 
learned that a resident of the 
Stillwater community fired a 
military type observation 
flare that night. This type of 
flare is fired over the area to 
be observed and will light up 
the whole countryside for 
rescue or surveillance. We 
wish all U.F.O.s were this 
easily explained. — J.B.S.) 


POST, New York, NY - May 6, 1987 


Some way or another, I can’t 
believe in stuff like that,” Ledford 
said. 

Similarly, Sheriff Jimmy Tip- 
ton said, ‘T’ve never seen any¬ 
thing and I’m out a lot on that 
parkway at night myself.” 

The pollution-free skies of 
Powell County are among the 
clearest in the country, said 
Thomas Boone, a University of 
Louisville astronomer. But Boone 
said he thought Rosslyn residents 
probably were looking at Sirius, 
the Dog Star. 

The succession of sightings in 
the area is difficult to explain, said 
Burt Monroe, the state director of 
MUFON, “but they tend to appear 
over a long period of time in the 
same place." 

"Whatever produces these 
lights tends to produce them in 
batches.” 

Monroe, chairman of U of L’s 
biology department, said "some¬ 
thing’s been going on in the Cum¬ 
berland Plateau for years and 
years.” 

About four or five years ago, 
carloads of people were traveling 
to a ridge in Estill County to 
“watch lights dance around,” he 
said. Before that, there was a 
widely publicized "abduction 
case” in Lincoln County, he said. 

Abduction cases are charac¬ 
terized by a time loss after seeing 
an object, Monroe said. Under 
hypnosis, people usually recall be¬ 
ing taken aboard a craft and un¬ 
dergoing tests, he said. 

“One of the classic cases of all 
time happened in Hustonville,” 
Monroe said. 

In January 1976, three Lincoln 
County women said a UFO hov¬ 
ered above their car, took control 
of it "and then they had an hour- 
and-20-minute time lapse,” Mon- 


shaped configuration of lights 
moving at an odd angle against a 
cloud cover. Comette assumed 
they were attached to a plane. But 
from a distance of about 500 feet 
he could see "no outline of the 
object the lights were attached 
to,” Mrs. Albin wrote in a report. 

She said Comette is an Army 
veteran who had observed Army 
aircraft many times. 

Two weeks later, three Lees 
College students and an employee 
at the Jackson college were on 
their way home from Lexington at 
9:30 p.m. when they stopped their 
car near the parkway’s 31-mile 
post. 

When one of the students got 
out of the car, the college employ¬ 
ee said, she glanced up and no¬ 
ticed something drifting, like a 
hang glider, in the sky. 

Then two parallel rows of 
lights — six in each row, one all 
blue, one all red — descended 
noiselessly and stopped directly 
over the parkway median, she 
said, about 20 feet off the ground. 

The space between the lights 
was empty, she said, and neither 
she nor a student could see any¬ 
thing connecting them. “There 
was no form, just lights,” she said. 

The woman said she felt as if 
the object “didn’t want me there 
and that I was to get away from 
it.” 

Frightened, the woman hur¬ 
ried her companion back into the 
car and quickly drove away, pass¬ 
ing within 10 feet of the object. 
When the driver looked back 
through her rear-view mirror, the 
object had disappeared, she said. 

Although she cooperated with 
Mrs. Albin, the woman asked not 
to be identified. 

“There’s a stigma attached 
to” people who claim to have seen 
UFOs, she said last week. 

Hobbs, 55, a disabled Army 
veteran, agreed. 


Stars wanted for UFO campaign 

FEW, if any, celebrities can match Shirley MacLaine when It comes 
to cosmic excursions, but a lot of them have seen mysterious objects In 
the heavens. So Mike Luckman, director of the New York Center for 
CFO Research, Is trying to Interest a galaxy of earthly stars in a na¬ 
tional UFO awareness effort: “We’re trying to recruit these people for a 
mass movement along the lines of the anti-war movement of the ’60s to 
help pressure the government to reveal what Is known about UFOs. We 
know there are thousands of documents about UFOs that the govern¬ 
ment has not released." Luckman and his network of believers have 
compiled an impressive list. For example, Barry Goldwatcr, an Air 
Force-trained pilot, has had a number of sightings, and for years tried 
to get access to legendary Hangar 18 at Wright Patterson Air Force 
Base In Dayton, Ohio, where the wreckage of an alien spacecraft and 
the bodies of "the little men,” l.e., alien astronauts, were supposedly 
being studied. Ills efforts were spurned and he was told that clearance 
on the issue was higher than top secret. Or take Jimmy Carter, who, 
when he was governor of Georgia, had a sighting and filed a report on 
It. John Lennon tried to photograph a UFO from Ills apartment at tlic 
Dakota. Muhammad All has had over 20 sightings. Including one In 
Central Park while he was Jogging. Dennis Wenvcr Is operating a UFO 
hotline In Los Angeles. Jackie Gleason Is so keen on UFOs thnt lie calls 
the circular house he had built years ago In Pecksklll "the mother ship” 
and his circular garage "the scout ship.” These days you’re practically 
out of It if you haven’t seen a UFO. 


'Something’s been going 
on in the Cumberland 
Plateau tor years and 
years.’ 

— Burt Monroe 


roe said. “The next thing they 
knew, they were driving in Hus¬ 
tonville.” 

The women passed lie detector 
tests and, under hypnosis, remem¬ 
bered seeing purported aliens and 
communicating with them, he 
said. 

“All their stories jibed,” Mon¬ 
roe said. “All had little 1-inch by 3- 
inch marks on their necks, like the 
skin had been burned. They healed 
over in a few weeks.” 

In recent years, however, UFO 
sightings in the region generally 
have been limited to lights, Mon¬ 
roe said. He cited a flurry of 
recent reports from Corydon, Ind. 

Last summer, Slade artist A1 
Comette was visiting friends in a 
Natural Bridge State Resort Park 
cottage when he heard a noise that 
sounded like “a diesel engine 
about to blow up,” Mrs. Albin said. 

Outside, he saw a diamond- 


After news accounts of his 
Rosslyn sighting, the men at a 
garage next door kidded him about 
seeing "little green men," Hobbs 
said, and friends in Stanton had 
similar responses. 

Mrs. Albin, described by Sher¬ 
iff Tipton as “a respected and 
responsible person,” said UFO 
sightings probably occurred more 
often than they are reported. 

One of 15 or 20 people in 
Kentucky who report sightings to 
MUFON, Mrs. Albin said she en¬ 
countered similar skepticism 
when she visited news offices and 
law enforcement officers and 
asked them to notify her if they 
received UFO reports. 

"People kind of smirked be¬ 
hind their hands a lot and said, 
'Well, Miss Albin, if anything hap¬ 
pens, we’U be sure to let you 
know,' ’’ she said, smiling. 

Monroe said he had been 
tracking UFO reports for 15 years. 
Some reports are easily dismissed, 
he said. Some are not. 

“The reports are consistently 
coming from people who are repu¬ 
table," Monroe said. “Something’s 
going on. That’s what’s kept me 
interested." 
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Teatime 

visitor 

ALL those who still don't believe in 
flying saucers — stand in the 


Here's one. for sure — well, almost 
sure — drifting one recent teatime 
over Rosedale In Olppsland (V). 

Brett Hallam, of Hawthorn, hap¬ 
pened to be visiting Mends In town 
and was washing his car when the 
strange apparition appeared In the 
sky and caught his attention. As he Is 
studying at the Melbourne School of 
Photography Brett always has his 
camera at the ready and took the 
picture. 

Of course, It's a freak cloud forma¬ 
tion and disappeared In about 30 
minutes. But curiously enough It was 
not for from this spot that much more 
real evidence of a UFO was noted a few 
years ago, when a ring of scorched 
grass was visible after a sighting. 
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Hotline link Cor UFO spotters 


by PHILIP S HER WELL 

THE Tibetians call them 
pearls in the sky and the 
Bible talks of chariots of 
fire. We know them by 
the somewhat less prosaic 
name of flying saucers. 

The name itself implies 
a certain degree of scepti¬ 
cism in their existence 
and it is this attitude that 
the Aetherius Society is 
battling to overcome. 

The latest move by 
these flying saucer lob¬ 
byists is the installation 
of a UFO telephone 
hotline — the number is 
01 731 1094. 

•‘For years people 
reporting sightings to the 
authorities have been 
made to feel foolish by 


the totally ludicrous 
explanations they have 
been given,” says Dr. 
Richard Lawrence, the 
full-time secretary of the 
society in Europe. 

“The hotline offers 
these people the chance 
of being taken seriously.” 

The Westcountry has 
always been a good 
source of sightings and 
two UFO reports from 
Devon and Cornwall have 
already come in since the 
hotline service was intro¬ 
duced earlier this month. 

One couple spotted two 
UFOs at Seaton. One of 
the objects was a very 
bright orange light which 
appeared immense and 
hovered low in the sky 
for about five minutes 


before blinking out. Then 
a red light flew past at an 
estimated 300-400 mph. 

At SL Breock an Essex 
holidaymaker saw a 
cigar-shaped UFO shoot 
past at a “phenomenal” 
speed before suddenly 
disappearing. The Aether- 
ians believe the cigar¬ 
shaped craft are the 
mother ships from which 
the saucers emerge. 

It is the ability of 
extraterrestrial objects to 
“blink out,” travel faster 
than the speed of light, in 
flight paths that no 
known phenomena can 
repeat, that Dr. Lawrence 
says makes standard 
Ministry of Defence 
explanations ridiculous. 

The Aetherians travel 


to Devon each year to 
visit Holdstone Down, 
near Combe Martin, 
which they regard as a 
holy mountain. This 
annual pilgrimage 
attracts enthusiasts from 
all over the world. 

Dr. Lawrence, who has 
had sightings himself at 
Holdstone Down and 
Bude, believes flying 
saucer activity in the 
region ties in with its 
history of mysticism. 

“Significant magnetic 
forces are at play in 
certain parts of the earth 
and the Westcountry is 
one of them. These forces 
are of great importance,” 
he claims. 

But that's another 
story. 


| County 
h claims 
a 75 UFO 
| reports 

YaiUntailUpm 

“ SIGHTINGS of Unidenti- 
g f ied Flying Object! are far 
3 more common in York- 
»-> shire than other parts of 
the country, it was 
1 claimed at the weekend. 

Britain’s leading UFO 
g researcher, Mr Timothy 
Good, told a conference of 
M the Yorkshire UFO 
ri Society in Leeds on 
w Saturday that there had 
• been 75 sightings in the 
« county in the last year 

The national body had 
received only 13 reports of 
® UFOs, but Mr Good was 
*T unable to explain why 
o Yorkshire appeared to 
arouse so much interest 
from what appeared to be 
f_T visitors from other 
co planets. 

O “it could just be that 
^ Yorkshire has a bigger 
proportion of interested 
people than anywhere 
else — and that they are 
not frightened to tell of 
what they see.” 

In spite of the large 
number of sightings in tne 
county, Mr Good believes 
many more UFOs go 
unreported. 

"I estimate that for 
every incident reported, 
another nine are not 
spoken of for fear of 
ridicule. I would urge 
anyone who sees anything 
strange to get in touch 
with the Yorkshire UFO 
Society.” 

Mr Good is the author of 
a book, Above Top Secret, 
to be published on July 9, 
in which he claims there is 
a worldwide government 
cover-up on UFOs. 

More than 130 people, 
including UFO 
researchers and investi- 

f ators, attended the con- 
erence. 
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Close encounters 
of bureaucratic kind 


HUNDREDS of reports of UFO sightings have been 
destroyed by the Ministry of Defence, it was revealed 
today. 

The records were due to be released under the 25-year-rule. 
But a spokeswoman said: “I believe documents from the 1950s 
and early 1960s have been destroyed." 

Members of the Aetherius Society - an international body believing 
in the existence of UFOs - are convinced the Ministry has been 
covering up the extent of flying saucer activity and has deliberately 
scrapped the records just before public release. 

“The 25-year rule would have forced the Ministry to show us 
records we've been pressing to 


see for years," said society By N | CK NUTTALL 

spokesman Dr John Holder. ___ 

“We want Mrs Thatcher and 

Ihe MoD lo release their files so -We do „ ■ 

we can investigate their saucers pose a threat lo Britain* 
findings. security," she added. 

Now the Sooety ts to he ca l on th,. pub | ic on Friday 

the Government to come clean _ aI gp m jn Kensington Library - 
about visitors from other planets ^ p^ming new facls and 


at a public meeting in Ken¬ 
sington tomorrow. 


“We have a taped interview 
with a Ministry official proving 
that there were some humdinger 
sightings during the 1950s and 
60s,” said Dr Holder. 

“The MoD said previously 
that UFOs did not exist. But they 
are liars.” 

The MoD spokesman said her 
Ministry's duty was to defend 
Britain and her Nato allies. 


figures from the United States, 
which has freedom of informa¬ 
tion legislation forcing civil ser¬ 
vants to reveal files. 

Dr Holder said: “We have 
documents from the FBI, CIA, 
National Security Agency and 
Airforce Intelligence. 

Release 

“These organisations have 
HAD to release their records." 

He believes the weight of 
information not only proves that 
governments accept that UFOs 



. or a crank’s fake? 


exist, but should spur Britain to 
give its people the true facts. 

“NORAD - the North Amer¬ 
ican Aerospace Defence Com¬ 
mand - admits that 10 million 
uncorrelated sightings have been 
collected by their personnel over 
the last 20 years,” said Dr 
Holder. 

He also says he has evidence 
from the United States Airforce 
Academy which concludes: 
“From available information. 


the UFO phenomenon appears 
to have been global in nature for 
about 50,000 years. 

“This leaves us with the 
unpleasant possibility of aliens 
visiting the planet or at least of 
alien controlled objects.” 

Aliens 

Dr Holder said he would also 
be telling Friday’s meeting about 
America's bizarre legal policy on 
contact with aliens. 


“Dr Brian Clifford of the Pen¬ 
tagon has said that contact 
between US citizens and extra¬ 
terrestrials or their vehicles is 
strictly illegal. 

“According to Law 14 of the 
Code of Federal Regulation, 
anyone guilty of such contact is 
automatically subject to a year in 
prison or a $5,000 fine.” 

During the last few weeks, as a 
build-up to the meeting. Dr 
Holder's society has been run¬ 
ning a UFO hotline. 

Since its launch more than 200 
sightings have been reported, 
with over a dozen in the past 
week alone. 

Hotline 

“The line has been red hot. We 
have three phones and they have 
been permanently engaged.” 

The most recent London sight¬ 
ing was early last Saturday morn¬ 
ing at Whitechapel. 

Electrical engineer Martin 
Spencer. 24. saw “three to five 
white objects 400 feet above the 
ground.” 

“He said they looked like 
upside down saucers. They were 
flying in V-formation, in a 
straight line, at phenomenal 
speed They gave out no sound.” 
said Dr Holder. 


Where 
have 
all the 
UFOs 
gone? 

NO earthly experience, it 
seems, is too bizarre for those 
doomed Colbys but Stockport ( 
UFO researcher Jenny Randles 
is partly to blame for poor 
Fallon's next, and most extra¬ 
ordinary. escapade 

The TV soapstress. I hear, is 
soon to be abducted by aliens ; 
and medically examined J 
aboard their craft — a little bit 
of nonsense inspired by horror i 
fiction writer Whitley Strieber, J 
whose memories of his own 
kidnap by “spacemen” were » 
miraculously triggered off by ) 
one of Randles' books. 

But prolific paranormal 
expert Randles, whose new . 
book. The UFO Conspiracy, p 
just out, is more concerned • 
with weightier matters like the h 
Korean jumbo jet, shot down . 
by the Russians in 1983, and 
the Risley man who died of l 
multiple cancers after being c 
trapped in a UFO’s beam. f 

The Soviets, she says, may 
have mistaken the jet for a 
UFO — one had passed 
through the same top secret 
zone a short while before — 
but otherwise things are not 
too rosy for zealous saucer- 
spotters of her ilk. 

"There has been an almost 
total disappearance of sight¬ 
ings since 1977,” moans 
Randles. 
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UFO SIGHTING GAVE RIKKI 
IDEA FOR SONG FOR EUROPE 



Rikki Peebles. 


VV7I1EN Rikki Peebles steps out 
’ ’ in Brussels this Saturday, 
May 9, to sing Britain’s entry in 
the Eurovision Song Contest, the 
audience will be somewhat larger 
than that which was present the 
first time the song got a try-out. 

Tens of millions of TV viewers 
throughout Europe will settle down to 
give their personal verdict on Rikki's 
“ Only The Light ”—but like his other 
numbers it got its first airing in a 
Glasgow taxi! 

Rikki used to be a cabbie and sang 
snatches of his latest ditty to his fares 
to get their opinion. 

" They were always really honest,” Rikki 
told The Weekly News. " If they didn't like 
it they soon let me know!” 

Overnight success 

The notion of a singing cabbie just 
waiting for his big break sounds like it 
could have come straight from a Hollywood 
musical In Rikki's case it's a dream come 
true. 

Rikki, from Tollcross in Glasgow, spent 12 
long years wailing for the overnight success 
which has now come his way. 

“ I've been around on the scene for a 
long time and realty wanting to hang on, 1 
had to make ends meet,'' explained Rikki, 
who's 31. 


SINGING CABBIE TESTED OUT 
SONGS ON HIS PASSENGERS 


Taxi driver Rikki was 


late one 


when he saw 


" amazing light ' n the sky 


“ Driving a taxi was ideal 
as it let me be my own boss 
so I could be free when I 
needed to be for recordings 
and the like 

“ It was also great for 
meeting people and getting 
inspiration. Frequently I’d 
be driving along or waiting 
for a fare when an idea for 
a song would come to me 

“ If I didn'i do something 
about it there and then I 
knew I’d forget so I'd hum 
it to myself and scribble it 
down so I could get it on 
tape when I got home. That’s 
how I'd end up trying little 
bits of my songs out on 
people." 

Giant beam 

It was an experience 
while driving the taxi in and 
around Glasgow which gave 
Rikki the idea for “ Only the 
Light ” — an experience 
which shook him to the core 
—a UFO sighting. 

“ I was stopped at a set 
of traffic lights one snowy 
winter’s night when I looked 
up and saw this amazing 


light in the sky,” continued 
Rikki. 

“It was very late and 
there was about five inches 
of snow on the ground so it 
was quiet and at first I 
thought my eyes were play¬ 
ing tricks. 

“ But it was as clear as 
can be. Ii was massive and 
as the sky was clear I 
watched ii move right across 
until it disappeared over the 
horizon. 

“ The best way I can 
describe it is like a giant 
torch beam. It was the 
weirdest thing I have ever 
seen in my life and it 
naturally gave me quite a 
shock. 

“ It stuck in my mind and 


that's where the title for the 
song came from.'' 

Some 2000 entries flooded 
in for this year's Song for 
Europe, for the first time 
many coming from record 
companies rather than from 
songwriters who'd pen a 
song then get together an 
act just for Eurovision. 

Drained 

Finally these were whittled 
down to just 10 who battled 
it out “ live ” on a “ Wogan ” 
show 

"That was really nerve- 
racking,” admitted Rikki. 
“ Not so much performing 
the number, but the voting 

“ When I was announced 
as the winner I was so 
drained from the tension I 
could barely take it in. 

“ But delighted as I was, 
the biggest joy was in 
winning for my wife Agnes 
and my family back home in 
Glasgow. They were the 
ones who'd supported me 
all the way and they were 
the ones who really deserved 
it." 
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-By- 

ANDREW EDWARDS and RICHARD BRECKER 


D efence chiefs 

hove been ac¬ 
cused of keep¬ 
ing secret startling 
evidence of UFO 
sightings. 

Two new books con¬ 
tain astonishing alle¬ 
gations of a Whitehall 
cover-up. 

And the claims have 
been supported by a for¬ 
mer Chief of Stall at the 
Defence Ministry, Admi¬ 
ral of the Fleet Lord Hili- 
Norton. 


Jenny Randles, author 
of The UFO Conspiracy, 
said The ministry is 
frightened of telling the 

B ublic the truth because 
ley fear there will be 
panic. 

"But I’m sure people 
would rather be told the 
facts than be deceived 
"We aren't talking 
about little green men 
jumping out of space 
ships. 

"We are talking about 


serious evidence which 
points towards a UFO 
phenomenon which must 
be investigated." 

The ministry has, 
locked away in its Ales, 
over 3,000 UFO reports, 
collected over the past 
25 years. 

In 1982, the MoD an¬ 
nounced it was about to 
publish the reports, but 
18 months later the deci¬ 
sion was suddenly re¬ 
versed. 


A letter from the min¬ 
istry to Jenny claimed: 

'We receive hundreds of 
these reports each year 
and to prepare them for 
publication would in¬ 
volve a great deal of edi¬ 
torial work, for which we 
have neither the money 
nor the staff." 

Speaking at her home 
in Cheadle Heath, great¬ 
er Manchester. Jenny 
said: "That is complete 
garbage. 

"The tact is that they 
are onto a subject which 
alarms them They 
haven't got a clue what 
they are dealing with 


HOTLINE TAKES UFO 
CALLS FROM ALL 
OVER THE COUNTRY 

A NEW hotline has been inundated by calls since 
** it was set up a few weeks ago for members of 
the public to report sightings of UFOs. 

The organisers have been staggered at the public 
response and as a result have now decided to keep it 
open indefinitely. 

The calls come from all over the country, and even 
France, from people from all walks of life, including radar 
operators, pilots, members of the RAF, liremen and police- 
■en. 

’* Both the number of calls and the quality of the 
sightings has taken us by surprise," said Christine Aubry, 
co-ordinator of the hotline project, Set up by the Aetherius 
Society. 

44 We realised that no one had anywhere to report sight- 
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Ings. *o we set up the hotline. 

44 Some callers had 
reported what they saw to 
the authorities, but others 
hadn’t told a soul. Some had 
kept their secret for years, 
and found it a relief just to 
talk to someone about it.” 

One caller told them 
about the time he was work¬ 
ing as a radar operator on 
an RAF base in Hampshire 
in 1958. 

Visual contact 

He spotted a signal on 
the radar about 100 miles 
off the coast of England but 
knew of no air traffic in the 
area at the time. 

Two planes were 
despatched to check it out 
and got close enough to 
make visual contact with the 
craft before it shot off at an 
incredible speed. 


The society who have 
been investigating UFOs for 
over 30 years now, collate 
all the information they 
receive and have already 
established that two craft 
are most commonly described 
la the sightings. 

The first is a saucer¬ 
shaped craft, with portholes, 
the other a cigar-shaped 
vessel, known by experts as 
a mother ship. 

The UFO hotline is open 
seven days a week from 
Id a. no. till Id p.m. on 
•1-731-1M4. 


CR: T. Good 


and what to do about 
It." 

A second book on the 
UFO mystery, Above 
Top Secret, by Timothy 
Good, has the official 
backing of Lord Hill- 
Norton — he has written 
the book’s foreword. 

Among the book’s 
mass of evidence Is the 
puzzling story of three 
people Interviewed about 
UFO sightings by men 
claiming to be intelli- 

E ence officers from the 
loD. 

Timothy said: "They 
were interviewed for up 
to two hours each, told 
they had seen UFOs and 
ordered to keep what 
they were told from the 
press 

"Now the MoD denies 
anyone ever went to see 
them." 

Senior Whitehall 



Lord Hill-Norton 


spokesman Mike Stewart 
denied any cover-up 
"The sole interest of the 
MoD in UFO reports is 
whether they are of a de¬ 
fence interest," he said. 

"There is nothing sinis¬ 
ter and there is nothing 
to hide Quite simply the 
MoD has more important 
matters to deal with." 


Defence supremo 
kept in the dark 


AS Chief of SUIT 
between 1971-73, Lord 
Hill Norton held the 
defence of the nation in 
his hands. 

Yet even this man of 
unquestionable loyalty 
did not have acress to 
Britain’s UFO secrets. 

"Without a shadow of 
a doubt British Govern¬ 
ments have quite 
deliberately concealed 
information about 

UFOs,” he said. 

“1 don’t think cover-up 
is too emotive a word. 


because the facts speak 
for themselves." 

Lord Hill-Norton, a 
former chairman of 
NATO’s defencr commit¬ 
tee, added: "We're talk¬ 
ing about reports from 
people whose evidence 
on any other subject 
would be accepted with¬ 
out question. 

NEXT WEEK: \2 

The UFO 
Conspiracy 





TIMES—COLONIST, Victoria, B.C., Canada - May 19, 1987 CR: J. Magor 

‘Bed trailer’ glowed eerily in the sky 


By Suzanne Soto 
The Canadian Press 
WINNIPEG — Marie Melnick 
remembers It was somewhere 
between midnight and 1 a.m. on 
a cold, cloudy January night 
earlier this year when she saw 
something in the sky she still 
can’t explain. 


Michalak and burning his chest and 
legs. He still has the scars on his 
legs. 

Since the incident, Michalak has 
shied away from publicity. Holding 
the tattered and burned white shirt he 
wore that day, he says he’s been 
accused of being drunk and worse. 


Barker says a common misconcep¬ 
tion is that those who say they've seen 
UFOs are crazy, liars or both. How¬ 
ever, most people reporting sightings 
are quite normal and sincere in what 
they believe. 

“I have gotten very few calls from 
people who hallucinate, perhaps 


schizophrenics who are on leave or on 
treatment, but they are not difficult to 
spot,” he says. 

Schoolteachers, farmers, police¬ 
men, pilots and housewives have been 
known to call in and Barker says no 
one seems to be immune to UFO 
sightings. 
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More UFOs 

Barto r-under-Need- 
wood could have been 
visited by an invisible 
UFO. A very strange 
hissing noise was heard, 
but no tights were 
observed. The great UFO 
riddle continues. — James 
Price, Station Road. 
Barton-under-Needwood. 


The retired school teacher from 
Great Falls. Man., was out walking 
her German shepherd dog, Tammy, 
as she usually does in the evenings, 
when suddenly the dog became 
frightened. 

“I'd never seen her react that way 
to anything. She didn't make a sound 
and her ears were standing up very 
long and very noticeable," Melnick 
said in a telephone interview. 

What terrifiad Tammy was a 
bright light accompanied by what 
Melnick describes as a peculiar whin¬ 
ing sound. 

"As it came closer I could distin¬ 
guish there were four bulbs, green, 
which cast an eerie glow for about the 
length of a bed trailer,” she says. 

But it wasn't a bed trailer because, 
Melnick says, It flew away over a 
nearby farmer's field leaving no 
traces on the soft snow. 

The incident left Melnick so per¬ 
plexed that the next day she contacted 
the Centre for UFO Studies which 
operates out of the planetarium at the 
Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature 
in Winnipeg. 

The centre, founded by Ed Barker, 
the planetarium's art director and 
production manager, has examined 
and documented hundreds of cases 
like Melnick s since it became opera¬ 
tional in 1975. 

Barker, an artist, photographer, 
designer and ex-pilot, has been with 
the planetarium since 1%7. He says 
despite his interest in UFOs and his 
research on sightings, he still counts 
himself among the skeptics. 

"It’s important that you keep an 
open mind and a very skeptical mind 
because you can be so easily seduced 
and led astray by the subject," he 
says. 

Barker's office and telephone at the 
planetarium serve as the centre’s 
headquarters. He explains that all the 
work he and two others, one a plane¬ 
tarium employee and the other a 
retired museum worker, put into the 
centre is strictly voluntary. 

"It's a study group. We don't have 
memberships or anything like that," 
he says. 

The centre receives an average of 
two to five calls a week from people 
w ho think they have seen an unidenti¬ 
fied flying object. 

Barker says unlike Melnick's 
experience, most of the reported 
sightings turn out to be logically ex¬ 
plained events. Low-flying planes, 
weather balloons, and natural phe¬ 
nomena such as falling meteors and 
lightning are commonly mistaken fur 
UFOs. 

“I maintain that I can explain 
roughly 95 to 98 per cent of the sight¬ 
ings. A very small percentage comes 
in that we can't explain," he says. 

Those events that can't be ex¬ 
plained arc the most fascinating, 
Melnick says. The most Interesting 
and important unexplained UFO case 
still remains the Steve Michalak case 
which occurred 20 years ago. 

Michalak, a 60-year-old hobby geo¬ 
logist at the time, had been prospect¬ 
ing near Falcon Lake. Man., when he 
saw tw o low-flying objects. 

One of them landed and Micha¬ 
lak. who is now 80 and still a resident 
of Winnipeg, says he tried to commu 
nicatc with whatever it was. Sudden¬ 
ly. however, the object shot off into 
the sky, spewing hot gasses over 
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The flying saucer hotline 
serves up space oddities 


IT'S been a busy time for Martians . . and the people of Venus have 
been getting about a bit. They and other extra-terrestrial types have 
been continuing their clandestine study of our strange human 
behaviour. 

This is known because since the experts opened a UFO Hotline only 
a few weeks ago they have received more than 300 reports of unidenti¬ 
fied flying objects around Britain. 

Not all of these, of 
course. were flying 
saucers. 

The slow moving, 
orange sphere seen 
drifting over Farnworth 
by four people could 
have been a trick of the 
light 

The disc floating 
above Warrington for 
several minutes might 
have been a gaggle of 
geese. 


believe that there is 
something out there 
The leading UFO 

_ .. experts in this country 

the amber glow seen by belong to the Aetherius 
a fireman and his son in Society whose members 
Bury, and the bright have now embarked on a 
light cork-screwing over national tour to improve 
Fallowfield could all be ET’s credibility 
explained away as On Saturday evening it 

deflating hoi air will produce evidence at 

balloons. the Friends Meeting 

The fact is that mil- House. The Polygon 
lions of people now Eccles. Salford. 


By Andrew' Nott 


ALIEN . . . intruder from outer space'. 


WESTERN DAILY PRESS, Bristol, England 
April 21, 1987 CR: T. Good 

Couple in a spin over 
flying saucers riddle 

By Beverley Hawes of Leckhampton Hill. It was 

n nD nn T „ . M llirnon hurtling and spinning. It was 

ROBERT and Maureen W r$ high up," she said. 
Vernon told yesterday how ° 

they saw mysterious "1 called my husband and he 
unidentified flying objects came out with his binoculars 
on the outskirts of and saw another one. There 
Cheltenham. were two and they just dis- 

Mrs Vernon was looking out appeared. 

Of Iho window of her home in Mrs Vernon is convinced 
Shurdington, when she saw the flying objects were not 
something strange in the sky. aircraft or weather balloons 

"I saw this inetal oval- because they were moving so 
shaped disc come over the top fast. 


SUN, London, England - May 26, 1987 


SIMON BETS £120 
E.T. WILL ARRIVE! 


By JOHN KAY 

COMPUTER boffin Simon Carreck thinks he 
has landed an out-of-this-world bet—100-1 on 
a real-life E.T. turning up in a year. 

Simon, 30, is so certain his alien will appear he has 
put £120 on his weird 
wager with bookies Wil¬ 
liam Hill. 

fR • T Hnnd But they say he will 

LK. I. UOOd only gel * |s £ f 2 000 , f a 

minister announces the 
existence of alien life IN 
PARLIAMENT 
Simon, of North 
London, said. "There is a 
lot of research going on 
in space at the moment. 

“I'm going to be over 
the moon when 1 win “ 

• HAVE YOU seen an 
alien or a UFO Write 
to: UFO. The Sun. I Vir¬ 
ginia Street. London, El* 


SOUTH WALES EVENING POST, Swansea, Wales 
April 30, 1987 CR: T. Good 


By Antuny Harris | 

SWANSEA toddler 1 

Hannah Bates today 
told of her close 
encounter with an 
unidentified flying 
object last night. 

After calmly drawing what 
she saw the bright-eyed four- Bates 
year-old said: “It was "• wa! » rooted to the spot 
ghostics!" and I iried to call out to my 

Hannah and her mother husband but I couldn't 
Mrs. Jenny Bates say they speak." she said. 

T\? U22Cd ; * , 1 he “ FO “I must have stared a.for 
which hovered silently SO feet flw . seconds before „ shoI 
above the,, home m Curry <*, T ^ tre wa5 a ru , hing o( 

K ‘"“ y _ hut no noise a. all I, was 

The ehrld saw the ob|ect tca „ weird/ . added Mrs 
first and when her mother- 0 Jte;> 
looked up she couldn't 

believe her eyes. She wasn't convinced she 

“If was just hovering had actually seen a UFO until 
there It was tiny, about the Hannah sat down and drew 
size of my dining room table, the object 
and had four green lights on “Ghosties is her word for 
the bottom,” said Mrs. anything unusual and that is 


HANNAH’S sketch of the UFO. 


exactly what we saw," said 
Mrs. Bates 

The family had just 
returned from a long day out 
at around 10 30 last night and 
the encounter came while 
husband Nick was parking 
the car in the garage behind 
their home 

"1 saw the reflection of 
green lights on the bonnet ol 
the car. but nothing else." he 
said. 

Swansea police and the 
airport authorities say they 
have had no reports of any 
UFO sightings overnight. 


MBS. Jmbj Bales with ber four-year-old daughter Hannah. 
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The night 
E.T. came 
for Whitley 
Strieber 



CARRIED AWAY.. . Strieber the sceptic " 
— And best seller. 


They’re small, dark¬ 
eyed and a pain 
when they fly in. 
JOHN PRESTON on 
a lucrative encounter. 

W HITLEY STRIEBER 
has written a true 
story. In case you 
doubt this it’s printed 
in italics at the bottom 
of every page of his book— 
currently topping the best seller 
charts in the States—as well as 
on the jacket and the fly leaf. 

As Strieber writes in the introduc¬ 
tion, his book Communion is the 
story of "one man's attempt to deal 
with a shattering assault from the 
unknown" Or. to put it another way. 
Strieber has had what appears to be 
a series of close encounters with 
extra terrestrial beings. Yes, they’re 
out there after all And Strieber has 
met them. 

What makes Strieber’s book dif¬ 
ferent from other reported contacts 
with Martians, Venusians, Klingons 
and assorted aliens, is that he is a 
determinedly regular guy, a sceptic, 
not in the slightest bit given to 
exotic flights of fancy At least not in 
non fiction. He’s the author of a 
number of horror stories as well as a 
couple of more serious works. 

Paranoid 

What's more he is- and this is the 
important part —completely sane. If 
you have doubts about this too, 
there are testimonies from psych¬ 
iatrists in the book confirming that 
he is not suffering from paranoid 
delusions, plus the results of lie 
detector tests which bear out his 
story. 

Strieber’s not even saying for sure 
that he has met up with "visitors", 
simply that he’s had a senes of 
weird experiences and we would all 


be better off if we kept open minds 
about such things. All in all, he’s 
being entirely reasonable about the 
whole thing. 

"Oh God, he’s a loony,” muttered 
the photographer as Streiber strode 
across the lounge of his hotel. In the 
flesh, Strieber certainly looks as if 
he has just stepped off the bridge of 
Fireball XL5, but this surely is no 
discredit at all. What he is though, is 
very earnest indeed. British journal¬ 
ists, he has found, have been giving 
him a rather rougher ride than he 
got in the States. 

“In America I am a well known 
author,” he says a little huffily, 
between sips of week camomile tea." 
No one imagines for a moment that 
I would come up with a fraud. 

Over here he has already seen off 
one "witlessly sceptical" inter¬ 
viewer. "I told him to get lost,” he 
says. “I couldn't think what else to 
do. After all, I am sceptical myself, 
not in a thoughtless way though, but 
in a thoughtful way.” 


Why, you may wonder, should the 
visitors have picked on Streiber as a 
subject for study? 

He’s as much in the dark about 
this as everyone else. But judging by 
the book, it’s because of his com¬ 
plete absence of any sense of 
humour. This is the bad news. They 
may be out there. They may be more 
or less intelligent than us. When it 
comes to mirth though, they’re 
complete non starters. 

Probes 

But. as Strieber tells it, this was a 
seriously non-humorous ex¬ 
perience. It all started—or seemed 
to start—one night when he woke up 
to see a small figure standing at the 
end of his bed. The figure had two 
dark holes for eyes, another dark 
hole where its mouth should be, and 
it appeared to be wearing some sort 
of breastplate. Strieber’s first reac¬ 
tion, being a non fanciful sort of 


fellow, was to put this down to a 
“hypnopompic hallucination." But 
then he began to have his doubts. 

The next thing he knew he was 
being carried along by a group of 
figures and taken into a small 
circular chamber in the middle of a 
wood. There he was submitted to 
some sort of medical examination, 
with probes being stuck into the sort 
of places where probes have no 
business going. When he woke the 
next day he had a pain in his bottom 
and was in a state of understandable 
confusion. 

In the weeks that followed he 
thought he was going mad. Eventu¬ 
ally he decided to go and see a 
therapist. He toyed with the idea of 
going to see someone called Dr 
Aphrodite Clamar, but decided 
against it (wisely, one can't help 
thinking) plumping instead for 
someone at the New York State 
Psychiatric Institute. Under hyp¬ 
nosis he remembered other encoun 


ters with the visitors stretching 
back to his childhood 

What's more he came to realise 
that he was not alone. Plenty of 
other people, apparently quite sane, 
had had similar experiences In no 
case though was there any direct 
evidence of abduction 

As far as Strieber was concerned 
this made it all the more fascinating 
Were the visitors from another 
planet? Were they figments of his 
imagination, dead people swirling 
around in the void, results of 
"electromagnetic anomalies?" 

And so on. And so on Some people 
had emerged from their experiences 
hopelessly traumatised, others had 
come out enriched. 

As for Strieber, if he really was 
carried off by aliens, they don't seem 
to have done much for his prose 
style. Someone, reputedly of earthly 
origin, is quoted on the book jacket 
as saying that it’s beautifully writ 
ten. This is pushing it. In fart it's a 
grindingly literal account of the 
minutiae of what apparently hap¬ 
pened to him, full of tedious 
transcripts of hypnosis sessions and 
meetings with other abductees. 

Sequel 

But that hasn't stopped it from 
selling like wildfire in the States. 
Turned down (with contempt, notes 
Strieber) by nine publishers, it sold 
out as soon as it hit the shops. The 
reprints have kept rolling ever since. 
And there’s more to come Strieber 
has had further visitor experiences 
since completing the book and 
intends to write a sequel detailing 
his recent escapades. 

The most notable of them invol 
ved his being transported once again 
by the visitors, although this tune he 
decided to walk rather than be 
carried. He hud hoped to take a 
camera. Regrettably this proved 
impossible. So he took his cat 
instead. 

•Communion by Whitley Fit rail ter Is 
published by Century at SIU.H5. 


Plea about UFOs 


THE phenomenon of unidentified 
flying objects is like a gigantic 
^ iceberg and the truly important 
oo aspects are hidden far beneath the 
^ surface. 

I am at the moment doing a 
research project for the British 
cs UFO Research Association of all 
. sightings of UFOs in the North- 
td amptonshirc area over the past.40 
XI years Research so far is itiainly 
I from Evening Telegraph flics at 
Kettering Reference Library I 
*2 would remind readers of my inten- 
§ tions. that is to bring to the atten- 
tion of the general public and 
pP sceptics of UFOs the fact that far 
W from being a lot of nonsense. 


detailed descriptions of sightings 
are beginning to make sense. In 
other words information which, in 
the majority of cases is reported by 
discerning folk from all walks of 
life, is building up 

May I through the columns of jhe 
Evening Telegraph appeal to any 
readers who have seen a UFO. and 
I am sure there are people in the 
county who have but have not said 
anything about their experience 
because they may be afraid people 
will laugh at them 

They may rest assured I am a 
serious investigator, and will treat 
any information that I receive in 


the strictest confidence. No matter 
where these sightings occur and 
whatever interpretation we put on 
them, they are of considerable news 
value It is because of the tremen¬ 
dous volume of these sightings that 
have appeared in newspaper 
reports that interest in this subject 
has developed. There can be no 
smoke without fire of some sort. 

I am intrigued by the reports 
flowing in from different parts of 
the world. Many people have lived 
to experience the truth that what 
was fiction yesterday is scientific 
fact today. Whatever the explana¬ 
tion of UFOs, science has by no 
means reached its ultimate, for 


there are still many mysteries it 
cannot explain. 

This universe we live in is a 
tremendously large place, and the 
Earth is only a speck of dust in 
comparison If encounters with 
UFOs have really taken place, then 
let us find out more about this It is 
the duty of the public to report any 
strange phenomena that they may 
see. so that it can be recorded and 
studied It is the duty of the scien¬ 
tist to sift and analyse the facts 
There is something happening in 
our skies we cannot satisfactorily 
explain 

Mr E STILL 

46 Occupation Road. 

Corby 


| And now .., if you’ve read enough about the election, here’s news from another world 

t Close encounters of an alien kind 


f" BODIES of four ‘aliens’ from a 
S crashed UFO (unidentified flying 
^ object) were recovered and exam- 

• ined by a special American 
Government team 40 years ago, 
according to a top-secret ‘ docu- 

cd ment ’ obtained by a British 
researcher. 

I A bitter debate is now likely to 
^3 develop among UFO experts over the 
C existence of a mysterious committee, 
^ code-named Majestic-12, which is 
oo supposed to have examined the 
£ aliens. 

The highly classified briefing paper 
jT claims that the then head of the CIA, 
O Admiral Roscoe Hillcnkoetter, repor- 
'g ted that * although these creatures are 
O human-like in appearance, the biolo- 
•-4 gical and evolutionary processes 

• responsible for their development 
gS have apparently been quite different 
►> from those observed or postulated in 

homo sapiens.' 

The document, which has been 
W shown to The Observer by Timothy 
° Good, Britain’s leading UFO 
researcher, purports to be a briefing 
paper for President-elect Eisenhower 
on Operation Majestic-12, also 
known as MJ -12. 

In his book, ‘Above Top Secret 
The Worldwide UFO Cover-up,’ to 
be published bv Sidgwick & Jackson 
on9july, Mr Good claims that MJ-12 
was a committee of senior US officials 
which investigated and then covered 


up news of flying saucer crashes. 

Other UFO experts believe the 
story could be a hoax involving the 
planting of a fake supporting White 
House memo in the files of Air Force 
Intelligence and then getting the 
National Archives officially to 
declassify a forged document. 

The Eisenhower briefing paper, 
dated 18 November, 1952, claims the 
MJ-12 committee had been set up by 
his predecessor, President Truman, 
on 24 September, 1947, as a ‘ top 
secret research and development/ 
intelligence operation responsible 
directly and only to the President of 
the United States.’ 

The document reports that on 24 
June 1947, ‘disc-shaped aircraft’ 
were sighted in the United States. 

* Little was learned about the 
objects until a local rancher reported 
that one had crashed in a remote 
region of New Mexico, about 75 miles 
north-west of Roswell Army Air Base 
(now Walker Field). 

‘ On 7 July 1947, a secret operation 
was begun to assure recovery of the 
wreckage of this object for scientific 
study During the course of this 
operation, aerial reconnaissance dis¬ 
covered that four small human-like 
beings had apparently ejected from 
the craft at some point before it 
exploded These had fallen to earth 
about two miles east of the wreckage 
site.' 


by MARTIN BAILEY 

According to the briefing paper: 
‘ All four were dead and badly 
decomposed due to action by preda¬ 
tors and exposure to the elements 
during the approximately one week of 
time which had elapsed before their 
discovery. 

' A covert analytical effort resulted 
in a preliminary consensus (19 
September 1947) that the disc was 
most likely a short-range recon¬ 
naissance craft . . . 

The Majestic-12 Group remains of 
the unanimous opinion that imposi¬ 
tion of the strictest security 
precautions should continue without 
interruption into the new 
Administration.’ 


Inquiries by The Observer at the 
National Archives, the archives of 
former Presidents Truman and 
Eisenhower, and the National Secur¬ 
ity Counril archives, have been 
unable to authenticate the briefing 
paper. They all say that extensive 
searches have failed to locate copies of 
the document. 

There is, however, new evidence 
from the files of US Intelligence that 
a secret group called MJ-12 did exist. 
This is a White House memorandum 
to General Twining informing him 
about an ‘MJ-12’ briefing for 
President Eisenhower. It was 
declassified on 12 January 1987. 

The White House memorandum 
was described by the National 


Archives last week as ‘ a very strange 
document.’ 

Archivist Joanna Williamson said : 
‘ It was found in the files of the US Air 
Force’s Director of Intelligence and is 
certainly genuine, but we have found 
no minutes of the MJ-12 meeting, 
which was scheduled for just two days 
later. It is very surprising that there 
are no other papers on MJ-12, and we 
have no idea what it was.’ 

If the White House memorandum 
is genuine, this proves the existence 
of an MJ-12 group whose responsibil¬ 
ity could have covered UFOs. This 
would then strengthen Mr Good’s 
view that there was a cover-up of the 
discovery of dead aliens. However, 
US UFO writer Mr Bary Greenwood 
has raised an intriguing question 
suggesting that there could have been 
a very sophisticated fraud. 

‘ There are some things that look 
wrong with the White House memo 
For example, it is unsigned. It is just 
possible that it was manufactured by 
someone wanting to prove the 
existence of MJ-12 and then inserted 
into Air Force Intelligence records 
which had recently been opened up to 
the public. 

’ The hoaxer could then have 
ordered a copy from the National 
Archives which would carry the 
official declassification stamp. MJ-12 
may well have existed but more 
research is needed to authenticate the 
documents,' he said. 


vnmnUG t TM • la a to? I CUT - KTB OILT doc«ent containing 
coepnrtaenta 1 1 ted Information eeaentlad to «be national security 
of tha United Stataa. XUS OTU 1CCBS to the material herein 
la strictly limited to tfcoae possessing Hajeatlc-1? clearance 

Three had fallen to earth about two mllee eaat of the vrecVnre 
alte. All four were dead and badly decomposed due to action 
by predators and eipoeure to tb# alementa durlnc the approi- 
Imately one week time pvlod which had elaoaed before their 
discovery. A special eolentlflo team took charee of reaovine 
three bodies for study. (See Attachment *C*. ) The wreOnrr 


Extract from the Ma|e«tlc-12 ‘document.’ 
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GUARDIAN, London, England 
May 20, 1987 CR: T. Good 
Whitley Strieber is not a liar, a drunk 
or an addict. Neither is he insane. But 
is his story of abduction by tiny extra¬ 
terrestrials really credible? Ann 
Shearer reports 


A man who got 
carried away 


WHEN Whitley Strieber went 
to bed on December 26, 1985, 
fortified by a supper of 
Christmas leftovers and a 
glass of seltzer and lime, 
family and burglar alarms in 
due place, the thought that 
his waking self would be 
abducted in the night by 
small beings with two dark 
holes for eyes and mouths 
that moved between lines 
and circles, W3s hardly on his 
mind. 

But taken he was — first to 
the woods, then to a small 
circular room where, to his 
intense and utter terror, they 
inserted a needle into his 
head and a probe into his 
rectum before he blanked out 
until he found himself back 
in bed as if nothing had hap¬ 
pened at all. 

What he went through that 
night, he later discovered, 
had been logged by others 
over the years as “an arche¬ 
typal abduction experience." 
The details of it, and others 
similar in his life, painfully 
reconstructed through nag¬ 
ging unease, discussion and 
eventual hypnosis, have been 
echoed by others too. So has 
the utter uncanniness of 
those small "visitors”, insect- 
like rather than human, their 
occasional entirely compre¬ 
hensible speech doing 
nothing at all to dull the ter¬ 
ror at the paralysis of human 
will and body they seem able 
to induce. 



Whitley Strieber: a great 
wonder 


There was a time when 
Whitley Strieber thought he 
was insane. The eminent psy¬ 
chiatrist who examined him 
has put on public record that 
he finds no trace of psychosis 
or personality disorder. Nor, 
according to the tests, is 
Strieber suffering from tem¬ 
poral lobe epilepsy. Nor. 
according to the polygraph, is 
he a liar. Nor. by his own 
account, is he a heavy drink¬ 
er or at all a taker of halluci¬ 
nogenic or other drugs. The 
terror now "at least on the 
surface" abated, he is left 
with the experiences them¬ 
selves and those separate 
ones of his wife and small 
son "We are." he says with a 
sort of studied calm, "in the 
presence of a great wonder of 
some kind' 

It is not one with which he 
has had previous truck. Of 
unidentified flying objects 
and allied topics he has made 
no previous study, his own 
line of business being the 
writing of books, including a 
rather serious prize-winner 
about the horrors of a 
nuclear winter. Time was 
when he feared that his 
reputation would be seri¬ 
ously tarnished by his 
account of his meetings with 
the visitors. 

Not, perhaps, any longer, 
for it seems that his story has 
come for its time F3ven his 
publishers, who shelled out a 
$1 million as advance on it 
are astonished, he says, at 
how their investment has 
prospered. Already Commu¬ 
nion has hit the top of the US 
bestseller list and looks set to 


go back there; since 
February, it has sold 200,000 
copies in hardback. 

What it has brought in its 
train is up to 50 letters a day. 
none of them hate mail, most 
of them highly articulate and 
very many recounting experi¬ 
ences similar to his own. For 
the first time, he says the pro¬ 
fessional classes are admit¬ 
ting to such strangenesses in 
their own lives. At the very 
least, he says, if a common 


insanity is what they all 
share, then we are going to 
have to look again at our 
definitions of psychosis. 

Those accounts, and the 
others which may come his 
way after Communion is pub¬ 
lished here tomorrow will 
eventualy find their place in 
a properly docketed data 
base. For now, some common 
features can already be dis¬ 
cerned. Most of the experi¬ 
ences of “visitors” have 
happened to people living, as 
he was, in isolated areas. 
Very often, they have found 
themselves ‘‘operated on,” 
and sometimes too — as hap¬ 
pened separately to his wife, 
his son and himself — they 
are left with physical scars or 
sorenesses that only under¬ 
line the compelling sense of 
physical reality that 
characterises the experience. 

Very often, too, there are 
associated electrical disturb¬ 
ances; to this day he is cursed 
by his unwitting bugging of 
his computers. And almost 
always and net perhaps sur¬ 
prisingly, people are left in 
the aftermath of that sheer 
terror with a need to make 
some very drastic reassess¬ 
ments of their intellectual 
and spiritual patterns. 

If Whitley Strieber has dis¬ 
cerned any purpose to the 
visitors’ actions, that reas¬ 
sessment, for us humans at 
least, is perhaps it. Accounts 
of UFOs and visitors of non¬ 
human sort — which may or 
may not be related — have 
been recorded since antiqui¬ 
ty; even the blue overalls of 
Strieber’s visitors can find 
their antecedents in the 
medieval German kobbolds, a 
race of underground dwarfs 
who wore that charasteristic, 
cobalt blue. 

The last time there was a 

t reat surge of UFO-sightings, 
owever, was in the 1950s — 
at a time when the West was 
shaken to its core by the 
realisation of the horror of 
the Holocaust and the reality 
of the atom bomb. 

Now we are in the grip of 
an ever-increasing anxiety 
about the future of the planet 
itself. Have the visitors come, 
as dwarfs and other non¬ 
humans ever have in myth 
and legend, to bring a new 
sort of energy that can be 
creative if properly 
approached, destructive if 
not? Already the thoroughly 
sceptical psychologist who 
has been sorting through the 
accounts sent to Strieber has 
noticed that those from men, 
in particular, seem somehow 
"gentled.” as if barriers of 
aggression and fear may be 
lowering. 

That psychologist is one of 
a group Strieber has gath¬ 
ered to inquire into the 
evidence. The group also 
includes a psychiatrist, an 
astrophysicist and scientists 
various, including one with a 
very secret job for the US 
navy. Between them, they 
bring biases that range from 
a predisposition to believe 
in the visitors as an external 
reality, associated with 
UFOs, to an insistence that 
the only possible explanation 
will be found in a working of 
the human mind not yet 
understood. That, says 
Strieber, is as it should be 
“It is a time not to believe, 
but to examine " 

What he wants now is for 
more scientists to shed their 
prejudices about UFOs and 
to start taking seriously the 
proliferating accounts of visi¬ 
tors in a new respect for 

C eople who have for so long 
een fearful of mentioning 
those experiences at all. And 
he is very keen that reports 
from his group make their 
way to government. “Either 
this is a mental health prob¬ 
lem of some significance, or 
the visitors are real or it is an 
extraordinary mental state 
which can be used for growth. 
Whichever it is, the whole 
body politic has a right to 
know what’s going on." 
Communion by Whitley 
Stneber is published tomorrow 
by Century Hutchinson, £10.95. 
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of a magnificent 
man and his 


flying machine 

By ROGER SCOTT 

IT looks like any other garden shed. But the place where 
Sandy Kidd’s wife keeps her plantpots could go down in the 
history of man’s quest for the stars. 


It was there that Sandy. 49. worked 
phy&icd — that flying saucers can 
exist. 

And now. Eureka! A combination of two 
gyroscopes and a model aeroplane engine 
has produced a flying machine which, if its 
principles are proved, could slash the costs 
of conventional flight and mean future 
spacemen travelling to distant constellations 
With a teaspoon of uranium for fuel. 

While some scientists are sceptical about 
an invention by a tool fitter from Dundee, 
they all agree that, should he prove them 
wrong, he deserves the Nobel Prize. In the 
meantime. Sandy has been given a grant 
and quit his garden shed for the city’s 
university where he now works in the 
department of mechanical engineering. 

Inspired 

His brainchild is diamond-shaped, 18 
inches tall and has gyroscopes placed at 
each end of a cross arm. It is connected to 
an electric drill which rotates the body. The 
model aeroplane engine then rotates the 
gyroscopes . and they lift the machine 
into the air. 

According to Professor Eric Laithwaite of 
Imperial College London, who was the 
subject of a TV programme which inspired 
Sandy's work, the invention converts rotary 
motion into linear motion producing thrust 


on a theory contrary to all the laws of 



SANDY: Could deserve Nobel Prize 


without reaction. ‘It appears on the face of 
it to break a law of physics, but I never 
believed it. Sandy has demonstrated my 
theory to be true. 

If it can be proved and established it 
would be possible to travel to another galaxy 
on a teaspoonful of uranium with a small 
nuclear engine powering the gyroscopes'. 

In the years since he began his flying 
saucer quest. Sandy spent so much time in 
the shed that friendships ended and his wife 
Janet packed her bags several times. The 
breakthrough came at 10 
p.m one night when at the 
end of her tether, she told 
him Give it one more try 
and that's it! 


'To our utter amazement it 
worked', she said. 'It was a 
fantastic moment.’ 

Mrs Kidd said: I am vey 
proud of him and all is 
forgiven hut I keep asking him 
why he couldn't have invented 
something simple like the 
safety pm ' 



Professor Stephen Salter of 
Edinburgh University, said the 
machine appeared to shake up 
the whole of Newtonian 
physics. But I suspect a form 
of vibration was actually 
producing the effect. However 
I believe such work deserves 
the highest praise and if Mr 
Kidd proves me wrong it 
would he worth a Nob**l Pri. »-. 


By Howard Sounes 

THIS is one of only a handful of photographs in 
the world of a genuine flying saucer — a picture 
confirmed by experts. 

It’s no fake, it’s not trick photography. This flying saucer 
flew low over Cheshire with aliens from outer space aboard. 

Nobody knows whether they came in peace or as an advance party 
scouting for some hostile planet in another galaxy — but come they 
did. 

Retired bank worker Stewart Henderson took the picture from his bed¬ 
room window in Warrington, Cheshire, while he was trying to snap a beau¬ 
tiful sunset. 

When the film was developed, the amazing UFO image was revealed 


“It’s genuine — not a fake," said 
Richard Lawrence of the UFO 
watching Aetherius Society. 

“This is the only photograph out 
of hundreds sent to us that we will 
vouch for hand on heart " 

The Aetherius Society has been 
collecting evidence on life from 
othei planets for 30 years 

“We rushed the photograph to an 
expert in America who specialises 
in detecting fakes,” Richard 
revealed. “He said the snap is 
genuine. 

“No way could the man who sent 
it to us be described as a crackpot or 
even an eccentric. He is a retired, 
unassuming, level-headed man who 
uncovered this remarkable evi¬ 
dence by sheer chance. 

“It is completely illogical to 
believe we are the only inhabited 
planet in the universe. There 
MUST be other life out there " 

This flying saucer has been esti¬ 
mated by experts to he 35ft 
across and built by be¬ 
ings far superior to 
us in technology. 


ONE PHOTO THAT 
IS NOT A FAKE! 

They arc probably humanoid 
SINCE we asked you to write hi and 
tell us of your UFO close encoun 
ters Iasi week, hundred* ol letters 
have arrived 

We are busy checking your 
accounts with scientists. 

When we gel the facts, we’ll bring 
you the evidence first Sunday 
Sport is the only national news 
paper open-minded enough to do 
this. 

We don'l wanl to be like the 
Paranoid Yanks, who have passed a 
law which will send anyone making 
friends with aliens to jail for a year 

Bui we need your help So write 
in to UFO. Sunday Sporl. Ml Cagle 
Wharf Road, London NI 711) 

If there are beings out there and 
they want to come and visil. lets 
give 'em a chance' 


Vj 


lb 


-'MAY SPORT, London, England - May 24, 1987 CR: T. Good 
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Flying saucer get-togetner 


TOP-kvd talks at a North Humberside 
hotel tonight promise to be “out of this 
world". 

For extra-terrestrial experts from Lon¬ 
don will be at the Grange Park Hotel, 
Wilkrby, to discuss “UFOs — The Facts". 

And flying saucer fans from throughout 
the county art invited to turn up to describe 
their own dose encounters of a strange 
kind! 

Christine Aubry. co-ordinator of a 
nationwide UFO’s hotline, will bring evi¬ 
dence said to prove they exist. 


By IAN HALSTEAD 


Since the telephone line was set up last 
month calls have flooded in — with a 
handful from Humberside. 

These include sightings in East Hull, 
Anlaby Common. Beverley, Market tigh¬ 
ten and even Hull city centre. 

The meeting starts at 8pm and entrance 
costs £1.50, 75p for pensioners. 


_ TRANSLATIONS _ 

Locations of Incidents: Rio Seco, Chaclacayo, etc. (depart¬ 
ment of Lima), Peru 

Dates of incidents: January 10, _, and 22, 1986 

Source: EFE agency dispatch received in Mexico City, 1986 
Luis Ramirez Reyes summarized this in his "Cosas Increibles" 
("Incredible Things") column in the Mexican women's magazine 
ULTIMA MODA of June 15, 1986 (XIX:394), p. 11; he provided a 
photocopy of the original dispatch to Richard Heiden, who 
made the translation. 

THEY CLAIM THAT EXTRATERRESTRIALS WILL VISIT SPAIN IN APRIL 

Madrid, 25 Feb (EFE).—Three Spaniards, a yoga teacher, 
a nurse, and an acupuncturist, claim that extraterrestrials 
will visit their country the middle of next April, and they 
explain that they themselves announced it to them in Peru. 

"Our older brothers of the cosmos have advised us to 
announce their visit," Jose Diaz Vizcaino told EFE. Diaz, 
together with his wife, Nuria Diaz L6pez, and Lourdes Garcia 
Vila, established contact with the extraterrestrials last 
January in Peru. 

They claim that Soloviac, Astar, Antar Sherat, and 
Ossim, as some of the inhabitants of Venus and the satellite 
Ganymede (which they call "Morlen") are called, will be at a 
place in Spain with previously-purified persons. 

Lourdes was the first to receive a telepathic message 
from the extraterrestrials asking her that they go to Peru. 
It was October of last year. 

That same month they announced to Jose, also through a 
telepathic message, that they should go to Peru, where they 
would have the experiences of "The Cesium Crystals" and the 
"Xendra," and perhaps a physical encounter with them. 

Lourdes, Jose, and Nuria crossed the interior of Peru 
and travelled to the Nazca Tracks, which, as the yoga pro¬ 
fessor explained, were constructed by the extraterrestrials 
and are visible only from the air. 

"When Man develops sufficient technological means," 
said Jose, "He will realize that these tracks have been made 
by a civilization superior to his. 

"These tracks are made of stones cut like a knife blade 
to prevent the sand of the desert from covering them and 
impeding their being seen," added Josl, who claimed that the 
stones were transported by mother ships from other planets. 

January 10 they had the first extraterrestrial experi¬ 
ence. At Rio Seco, one hundred kilometers north of Lima, 
they received the "Cesium Crystals." 

"They are pyramidal crystals that we received by hand 
during some five or six minutes. Then those crystals become 
integrated with the chest, while you feel a sensation of 
heat," explained Lourdes. 

The mission of these crystals is to catalyze the energy 
of the sun to distribute it throughout the whole body. 
According to the extraterrestrials, a great sun exists 
beyond this galaxy that inundates our sun with energy. 

One night, Jose, Lourdes, and Nuria went into the coun¬ 
try with a group of people, and there they had the experi¬ 
ence of the "Xendra." 

"Several ships appeared surrounding the mother ship, 
which is the one that emitted a light that disintegrated our 
bodies and transported us to another planet," affirmed Lour¬ 
des, who confessed that she still becomes nervous recalling 
that experience. 

"There, we appeared before a council presided over by 
24 ancient guides who were reading a type of parchment, as 
though they were making a file on each of us." 

"After some twenty minutes," she added, "we returned to 
earth and rematerialized, the feet appeared first, then the 
legs and the belly, and afterwards the entire body." 

"I felt a very intense sensation of heat and when I 
rematerialized I was trembling. Then, like my companions, I 
was dizzy, I could barely walk and for seven days I couldn't 
eat." 

This was the first experience of the "Xendra." Some 
days later, on January 22, in Chaclacayo, they had another 
similar one. 

According to Jos6, the night they had the second exper¬ 
ience of the "Xendra" the extraterrestrials manifested them¬ 
selves to them physically, and they communicated to them 
telepathically to prepare and announce their trip to Spain. 

"They are physically normal beings, a little taller, 


some two meters, blond and with long hair," said Lourdes. 

Jos4, Lourdes, and Nuria count on the help of Peruvian 
Sixto Paz, who has had several encounters with extraterres¬ 
trials, as he relates in hia book "Los (Guias) Extraterres- 
tres y la Misi6n Rama" ("The Extraterrestrial Guides and the 
Rama Mission"). 

Sixto Paz will travel to Madrid April 14, just when the 
extraterrestrials will visit Spain. 

People who desire to meet these beings should purify 
their bodies and minds. They should not smoke, drink alco¬ 
holic drinks, take drugs, or eat canned food. 

The day of the initiations, according to Jos£, they 
will have to fast for 24 hours, and during the preceding 
weeks follow a diet similar to the vegetarian. 

To purify the mind, it will be necessary for them to 
practice exercises of concentration, meditation, and devel¬ 
opment of faculties of extrasensory perception, explained 
Jose. 

Despite all this preparation, he specified, it will be 
the extraterrestrials who choose the people with whom they 
will establish contact. EFE. 

TPA/RL/FC 
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Location of incident: Mexico City, D.F., Mexico 
Date of incident: early June, 1986 

Source: ULTIMA MODA (Mexican women's magazine), Aug. 1, 1986 
(XIX:397), p. 57, item in Luis Ramirez Reyes's "Cosas 
Increibles" column (relevant to this case, it should 
be noted that Lie. Ramirez is also an executive with 
Televisa Radio, in charge of press relations) 

TELEVISA EXECUTIVE LOSES A UFO 
A great disappointment was experienced by an executive 
of Televisa Radio, who for obvious reasons did not want his 
name to be published, when, having in sight a huge intense 
light, he lost contact when he tried to aim his telescope to 
better make out what was enclosed in the flashy light. The 
event occurred in early June of this year. Around three in 
the morning, his wife got up to prepare medicine for their 
son when, passing the window, on a very clear night, "some¬ 
thing" attracted her attention in the sky. At that moment 
she woke up her husband, who, through binoculars, verified 
that it was a different body than stars, due to its size, 
and than planets. Sure that is was an unidentified object, 
he quickly set up his powerful telescope, aiming it toward 
the volcanoes (i.e., toward the southeast—trans.) from his 
apartment, in eastern Mexico City. But imagine his surprise 
when, once the device was ready, the luminous ball had dis¬ 
appeared without a trace. Nevertheless, as a coincidence, 
several witnesses of it came forward, who affirmed that they 
too had seen what they called a UFO, since they caught, from 
the Vallejo thoroughfare and toward the east, several points 
of colors on the stra nge light... 

City and country of incident: Barken Sea, Soderbarke, Dalarna Region, 

Sweden 

Date of incident: April 17, 1987 

Name of paper and date of clip: 8ERGSLAGSP0STEN, April 21, 1987 
City and country of newspaper: Lindesberg, Sweden 

[CREDIT: Erik Fredriksson] 

SHINING OBJECT COULD BE UFO 

V*iat was it that was flying over Soderbarke at 11:00 on the evening of Good 
Friday? 

That was the question asked by many people in Soderbarke. They told of see¬ 
ing a round shining object which was flying slowly along the Barken Sea to 
the south. 

Tina Backlund, 10 years old, was the first to see the object. She was 
sitting in the living-room at Urnas-road and was playing when she suddenly 
cried out as she observed something flying through the air. In the room 
also was her older sister Sara and their parents. All of them saw the 
object, as well as their visitors, Evert Fredriksson, Elisie Andersson and 
children wrfio were visiting the Backlunds. 

"It was an object like two plates fastened together. It had a yellow light 
and glided through the air. There was also something like windows which 
were visible on the object," said Evert and Elsie. 

"It was entirely fantastic and is very hard to explain. We saw it about 
five seconds," said Evert Fredriksson. It was gliding very low in the air. 

Sara and Tina Backlund told the same story concerning the incident. 

"It was definitely not an airplane. We called the Dala airport and they had 
nothing in the district at that time," said Sara. 

"It could really have been a UFO they observed," said Gudrun Andersson, 
president of Vasterbergslagens UFO Forening. "The most interesting aspect 
is that so many people observed the object and told the same story. Are 
there others who have seen something strange on Good Friday? I would be 
grateful if they would tell me their story." 

It was not "only" 7 people at home with the Backlund family who observed the 
flying object. In a neighboring house on Urnas-road, the video stopped. 

And in the next house, they observed a shining object slowly gliding over 
the Barken Sea. 

Was there a UFO? That question is now Vasterbergslagens UFO to explain. ■ 
"Since there have been so many people independent of each other who have 10 
said they saw something at just that time, it is probable that there really 
was a UFO present," said Gudrun Andersson. 










Associated Press 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden — Does 
Nessie, the monster of Scotland's 
Loch Ness, have a great-aunt Greta 
who lives in a huge mountain lake 
in northern Sweden ? Scientists said 
Friday that they will moke a search 
to find out. 

Reports of a monster in Lake 
Storsjon go back 350 years, three 
centuries before someone first 
claimed to see Nessie, in December 
1933. 

Sten Rentzhog said the large 
number of sightings means "there 
must be something" in the lake 300 
miles north of Stockholm, where 
spring comes so late that cars are 
still driving the 18 miles across 
Storsjon's ice-covered surface. 

Rentzhog runs the county mu¬ 
seum in nearby Ostersund and is di¬ 
rector of the newly formed Society 
for Investigating the Great Lake. 

He said in a telephone interview 
that his museum staff had collected 
the reports of 400 people who claim 
to have seen the monster between 
1635 and last week. 

Lars Thofeldt, a member of the 
12-man scientific team, said no 


“Some people said they 
saw a large neck 
undulating back and 
forth that looked like a 
horse’s mane. Others 
observed a large 
wormlike creature.” 

— Lars Thofeldt 


Among the first tasks he listed: 
Collate information from the sight¬ 
ing reports, try to identify any pat¬ 
tern in timing or location and com¬ 
pare notes with other organiza¬ 
tions, such as the Loch Ness Society. 


CORNISH GUARDIAN, Bodmin, England 
Feb. 12, 1987 CR: T. Good 
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Lorraine Parry points to whara aha claims aha saw Crantock 
Baach’s answer to the Loch Nass Monstar. 

Photo: Bernard While. Newquay 

Woman sees 
a ‘monster’ 


clear picture of the monster em¬ 
erges from the accounts. He is a bot¬ 
anist and teaches at the college in 
Ostersund. 

“Some people said they saw a 
large neck undulating back and 
forth that looked like a horse's 
mane," Thofeldt told The Associ¬ 
ated Press by telephone. "Others ob¬ 
served a large wormlike creature." 

Rentzhog said: "Scientifically, 
you can't say it exists until it is 
proved, but there is at least as much 
evidence as there is about the Loch 
Ness monster. " 

Reports of the creature’s size 
also differ. One of the earliest re¬ 
ports described it as large enough 
to wrap its body around one of 
Storsjon's many islands, but later 
ones give a variety of lengths rang¬ 
ing from 10 feet to 42. 

The Loch Ness monster is de¬ 
scribed as 40 to 50 feet long. 

One of many theories is that the 
reported monster was trapped in 
the Swedish lake 15,000 years ago, 
during the Ice Age. Thofeldt said it 
could be a water reptile or akin to a 
large snail. 

Human settlement in the Stors¬ 
jon Basin has been traced to the 
Iron Age around 400 B.C . making it 
the oldest inhabited area in Scandi¬ 
navia, Rentzhog said. 

Although the Great Lake society 
will search for evidence of the mon¬ 
ster, Thofeldt said, its "real aim is to 
investigate the area and to create 
an interest for bringing qualified 
enterprises here." 

Swedish news reports said sub¬ 
marines would probe the lake, 
which is 243 feet deep and covers an 
area of 164 square miles. 

"It would be a splendid idea to go 
down with headlights and cam¬ 
eras," Thofeldt said, but it was 
doubtful the society could raise 
enough money. 


MORNING NEWS, Dallas, TX - April 4, 1987 CR: T. Adams 

Swedes to search 
for lake monster 

Depths may hold relative of Nessie 


A LONG LOST relative of the Loch Nese Monster is living 
off the shores of Newquay, says a Crantock woman. 


laorraine Parry, 22-vear-old 
Londoner who movea to the 
village four months ago, says 
she suw a long-necked prehis¬ 
toric type monster, when she 
was walking along the Gannel 
Estuary early one morning 
It was about ten in the morn¬ 
ing and very misty,” I^orraine 
explained. "I crossed a dune on 
Crantock Beach and as I re¬ 
ached the river bank on the 
other side I noticed something 
bobbing up and down in the 
middle of the Gannel, which 
was half in flood. 

"I couldn’t get very close as 
it was out in tne estuary. What 
suw was something about 200 
yards from me which was dark 

P :rey, with a long neck that I 
ater calculated to be about 12 
feet long and a small blunted 
head, wnich I did not recog¬ 
nise. 

*‘I couldn’t see its body and 
when I timed it under the 
water it took about a minute. 
The water around it was very 
still. 

“The neck swung up and 
backwards and that’s when I 
wanted to run and get closer, 
hut it was much faster than 
me, although it didn’t seem to 
be swimming properly. 

"It all felt so slow at the time 
but it only took about 10 min¬ 
utes. The creature eventually 
got close to the ocean mouth 
and in the morning mist I 
couldn’t see any more. It was 
gone." 

At first Lorraine, whose aunt 
is a psychic and who claims 
several members of her family 
have seen UFOs thought she 
had seen a large bird or one of 
the seals that often swim up 
the Gannel. But after looking 
at the steps she had traced in 
the sand she was convinced it 
was something much more 
mysterious. 


By JANE HOFFEN 


"I realised I had walked n 

f iattern in the sand which 
ooked like a serpent,” she 
said. "At the end I sat down on 
the sand and inadvertently 
wrote the word When? but I 
don’t know what that indica¬ 
ted.” 

It was when she relayed the 
story to a close friend that they 
calculated that the creature’s 
neck would have been at least 
12 feet long. 

Lorraine’s story is remi¬ 
niscent of many strange hap¬ 
penings along the estuary in 
times gone by. At the turn of 
the century, tales abounded of 
the the "Gannel Crake", a mys 
terious bird-like creature, to 
which echoes and odd noises 
were attributed. 

But more recently Mr George 
Northey, the 69-year-old pro¬ 
prietor of the Fern Pit Cafe, 
which looks onto the Gannel, 
has been troubled by some¬ 
thing he has seen in the river. 

"This story does not come as 
a surprise to me,” he said. "A 
couple of months ago I saw a 
very large creature in the 
waters. 1 too, thought it was a 
seal at first but I have seen 
them all my life and this was a 
seal and a naif!” 

Mr Northey can also remem¬ 
ber his father, Dick, telling 
him that he had seen a mon¬ 
ster in the Gannel in the 1930s 
and of the sudden disappea¬ 
rance of a horse and cart 
which nobody found. 

To all those sceptics who 
think she is telling a tall story 
Ix>rraine says: "I can under¬ 
stand if people choose not to 
believe me, but I do wish they 
would. 1 did see it and I would 
not waste anybody’s time un¬ 
less I had.” 


SAW BIG FOOT—Robert France of Vandergrift claims he saw 
Bigfoot near Bear Cave in the Chestnut Ridge above the Derry 
Township Village of Hillside June 12,1982. France, who has camped 
on the ridge for 24 years, said he never encountered such an animal 
before and now spends his time trying to gather evidence to prove 
that it exists. France carries plaster of Paris and water with him in 
order to make casts of any footprints he might find and has 
photographed a set of 37 tracks he found near the top of the ridge in 
1985. More photos on Page 2. 


Man claiming 


he saw 

ByKIMOPATKA 
Bulletin SUff Writer 

A Westmoreland County man 
claims to have had several en¬ 
counters with Bigfoot in Eastern 
Derry Township and, unlike others 
who have reportedly seen the 
creature, is quite willing to admit 
he has seen it and freely talks 
about his experiences. 

Robert France, 44, of 
Vandergrift, has not only seen the 
creature, but has taken several 
photographs of what he says are 
footprints of Bigfoot near the crest 
of the Chestnut Ridge not far from 
Bear Cave Fire Tower. 

“The first time I saw it was June 
12, 1982,” France said. “There 
were three of us camped out near a 
stream about a half-mile above the 
Bear Cave. The couple I was with 
didn’t want to go for a walk up over 
the ridge, so I went by myself. 

“I was in the thicket of wild 
Mountain Laurel, eight to 10 feet 
high, which was pretty good sized, 
and it got too thick and I wasn’t get¬ 
ting anywhere. I went out across 
the flat out in the open and I had the 
feeling I was being watched. 

"1 heard movement, something 
walking on two feet, taking extra 
large steps,' he continued. "When I 
stopped it would stop. The top bran¬ 
ches of the Mountain Laurel were 


Bigfoot 

moving and that frightened me, 
because I’m not used to being 
pursued.” 

France said he left the area and 
lost the feeling that he was being 
followed. He went down into the 
valley near an old foundation to 
look for bottles. 

“There was a rock off to the side 
of the trail and the sun was going 
down. As I went down the trail it 
felt like there was something in 
front of me,” said France. “It was 
behind a rock and it had its hands 
down on the rock. The sun was 
behind it so it was hard to see 
clearly. 

"It has a lot of hair on its arms 
and a lot on the top of the head. I 
couldn’t see its face and it stood 
there and looked at me. I was 
scared, but 1 didn't go for my gun, 
Maybe I would have if it had ap¬ 
proached me, but it didn’t. 

“I was shaking like a leaf. It had 
a bad smell, like rotten eggs. When 
I stopped, it would stop," he ex¬ 
plained, saying he then slowly 
started to back up the trail. ‘I 
started back up, ran into some 
roots and stopped so I wouldn’t 
trip. 

“It dropped its arms down and 
walked away, watching me the 

(continued on page 18) 1^ 
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whole time as it walked into the Moething similar to the creature, 
brush. It went with a long stride, but he didn’t have much success, 
with a drop to it.” He described the animal as being 

France said he went back to the between seven and eight feet high 
camp and told his companions and weighing somewhere between 
about the incident. They said he 600 and 800 pounds, 
was “white like I’d seen a ghost,” Ever since his first encounter 
but laughed when be told them with Bigfoot, France has been com- 
what he’s seen. ing back to the area to camp and 

“That night, I was still shaky and search for evidence that the 
I was sitting by the fire and heard creature exists, 
two different screams," he said. In May of 1985 as be was hiking in 
noting that he has heard screech the ridge he saw and photographed 
owls before and this was not like the Bigfoot footprints, 
that. His companions heard it also. “I heard something ahead of me 
“I built up the fire so I could see and thought it was a bear. There 
to undress in the tent and I opened was a lot of noise going through the 
the tent flaps. I left the screen brush and I saw some deer tracks 
open... and got ready to go to sleep and other tracks which didn't look 
when I heard something over the like bear tracks. They were long 
bank behind the tent. It sounded and looked like Bigfoot. There were 
like a person with pneumonia 37 tracks, including some little 
breathing, a rattly sound. ones, and in some places there 

"I put my gun to my chest, were double tracks, like another 
scared and minutes went by. It hit one bad stepped in the same spot, 
the string which holds the tent up “The tracks were still sharp and 
and stopped again. It was right the mud wasn't cracked. I followed 
beside me, between the fire and the them up the bank, to where they 
front of the tent, still looking at pivoted and stepped out over the 
me.” trail. I came back down (to where 

He said his companions did not the footprints started) and took 
see the creature as they were Mate pictures. I wanted to com- 
already is their tent and no foot- pare them to my bare foot, but 1 
prints were found. France says he was afraid to wait." 
has been going up into the ridge to Stan Gordon, of the Penn- 
camp since 1963 and has never seen sylvania Association for the Study 
anything like the creature before, of the Unexplained, a volunteer 
He has had many encounters with group which studies Bigfoot and 
wildlife, including bears and elk, other unexplained phenomena, 
and hunts rattlesnakes as a hobby, said France has been working with 
“I’m 100 percent sure it was not a the group, providing information 
bear. A bear will walk with its hind on the creature he saw. Gordon 
legs, but not here, clear up over the said France has even been put 
hill and they don’t follow you on under hypnosis, so he would 
their hind legs." remember more details of the 

France said he had never heard sighting, 
of Bigfoot at the time of his en- Anyone having information on 
counter and first thought it was Bigfoot sightings should contact 
some type of mountain ape, like in PASU at 6 Oakhill Ave , 
China and Africa, though be never Greensburg, 838-7768. All records 
thought there was such an animal will remain confidential, according 
in this area. to Gordon, and persons may call 

His father suggested he look in PASU at the above number 2i 
some books on wildlife to try to find hours a day. 

County man appears 
on coast talk shows 

Stan Gordon of Greensburg, an internationally recognized 
authority on UFO’s and Bigfoot, recently returned from Los 
Angeles, Calif., where he appeared on several radio and television 
talk shows. 

Gordon is founder and director of Pennsylvania Association 
for the Study of the Unexplained, an all-volunteer statewide scien¬ 
tific clearing house for the study of UFO sightings and other 



nm*) 


POINT OF SIGHTING—Robert France of Vandergrift stands at the point where Bigfoot was when 
he saw it in 1982. The photographer is standing along a trail where France was walking when he 
reportedly saw it. 



BIGFOOT TRACK—This photograph was printed from a negative Robert France of Vandergrift 
took last May on the Chestnut Ridge in Derry Township. France claims it is a picture of a Bigfoot track. 
The track (right) is outlined in black for clarity, while a deer track is seen to the top left, and part of 
France’s boot is seen a! the bottom left. He said there were 37 tracks in the area and the animal ap- 


strange occurrences. 

The shows were sponsored by Association for Spiritual 
Development and Research Inc. of Beverly Hills. Since 1973, ASD 
& R has attempted to bring information and understanding to 
those seeking to grow spiritually and to explore phenomena 
beyond the self-imposed limits of the mind. 

Gordon was videotaped for two television shows at KDOC in 
Anaheim, which will broadcast the programs and syndicate the 
show over 209 cable networks. He also appeared on a two-hour talk 
show on radio station KFOX-FM, Los Angeles. 

Gordon has been quoted in numerous books, and dozens of ar¬ 
ticles on his research have been published locally and nationally. 


pea red to be pursuing the deer 


Strange craters 

FOR more than 10 years, scien¬ 
tists and geologists have been 
batHed by the discovery of 
some 30 strange craters be¬ 
tween Bundaberg and Gin Gin 
(Qld.l. Made of sandstone, silt- 
stone and red ochre and at 
least 25 million years old, the 
craters contain unidentifiable 
markings which could be man¬ 
made! 

The holes were discovered by 
a farmer clearing his land and 
they have now been opened to 
' the public who offer a multi¬ 
tude of theories about their 
origin, ranging from natural 
“ formations — although the cra¬ 
ters are not of volcanic origin 
— to the work of visitors from 
outer space!. 


DAILY EXPRESS, London, England - Feb. 27, 1987 


Chris on trail of the Yeti 
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Chris: Misgivings 


CLIMBER Chris Bon 
nington yesterday flew 
off to the land of the 
Yeti. 

But he admitted he had 
mixed feelings about 
spotting the fabled moun 
tain creature in the 
Himalayas. 

**I would be worried 
because it would mean 
problems for the Yeti, if 
confirmation of its exls- 
tance exposed it to the 
world's interest,” he said. 


“It is nice to keep a few 
mysteries in the world." 

Bon nington is leading 
an Anglo-Norwegian 
operation to try to con¬ 
quer the 23,327 ft Tibetan 
peak Menlungtse. 

But he felt the area was 
“just the sort of place" 
where Yetis could be — 
and his team would be 
“keeping their eyes 
open. 

One of the most recent 
sightings was In 1984 In 


the Kulu Himalayas of 
northern India. Cumbers 
photographed what app¬ 
eared to be a man like 
figure covered in brown 
hair. 

“I sometimes wonder 
whether the Yeti could be 
a small group of a form of 
Neanderthal man which 
has become isolated 
through this vast moun¬ 
tain range being so cut off 
from tne rest of the 
world." said Bonnlngton, 



Vance 

Orchard 

Blue Mountain 
Ramblings 


BIGFOOT ADDENDA — Forgot to add 
this bit of info on the Bigfoot subject of re¬ 
cent date in this space. 

There was at least one other sighting of 
possible Bigfoot tracks. 

This was a single, measuring better than 
12 inches long and eight inches across at the 
heel, according to their finder, John Sumer- 
lin. And, he could only count four toes, he 
adds. 

Sumerlin and his son, 19-year-old Jarrod, 
were hunting deer up Biscuit Ridge last fall 
and over on the North Fork of Dry Creek at 
the time when they spotted the huge track. 
“And, it was pretty fresh, too, Sumerlin 
says. The track was found in soil fairly 
damp. 

The big track was not the only big object 
seen that day by the Sumerlins. 

“It was the most gosh awful, biggest hon¬ 
ey blond bear I ever saw," Sumerlin says. 
“It was just awful big.” 

The monstrous bear was seen in the same 
vicinity as was the Bigfoot track. 

But, the Bigfoot track bore no resem¬ 
blance to a bear paw, that was for sure, the 
Sumerlins aver. 






I Lucedale inventor hits the road 

o 
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Joe Newman of Lucedale talks to reporters from behind the wheel drove the car a half mile down the Old Mobile Highway in the 
of his energy car during a demonstration Wednesday. Newman Rocky Creek community at about 4 mph. 

Success! Newman’s ‘gyro-power’ car works 

By VALERI OLIVER Newman said his electronic car, which ran at 4 County. 

Ovta»-Ld|(TC^CMfiBvtH mph, is proof of a breakthrough in physics. He "If the scientific community is right, then there's 

LUCEDALE — Inventor Joe Newman's red. brought his car to Jackson in December for a dem- no way that this battery will move this car. 
home-built car sputtered, then hissed and whirred onstration, but that test was aborted, he said, be- There is no way that a zillion of them would even 
its way down a rural backroad Wednesday, a feat cause the car was damaged on its way from Luce- turn this thing over." Newman said before he start- 
Newman says will ultimately change the world. dale to the Mississippi Coliseum. ed the vehicle. 

"What y'all are seeing this morning is history ” Newman said Wednesday he wanted to show off 'The inventor held up a tiny 1.5-volt battery that 
Newman told a gaggle of reporters and photogra- his energy machine-powered car closer to home to he claims is the force behind the energy machine's 
phers gathered on Old Mobile Highway east of Lu- prove that his controversial theories are so basic 
cedale for the demonstration. they can be done even in the backwoods of George 


ability to power the 1,800-pound car. 
Newman claims to have used more 
than 170 pounds of the batteries, along 
with 200 pounds of copper wire, to har¬ 
ness the energy of tiny gyroscopic par¬ 
ticles contained within the electromag¬ 
netic field, which he said is the building 
block of the universe. 

"The energy comes from the atoms 
of the conductor, the atoms of a mag¬ 
net." he said. 

As Newman prepared to start the car 
with the aid of a mechanic, he warned 
reporters not to touch the car's surface. 
"It will sure light you up," he said. 

The car then sputtered to life and a 
sign above the back bumper reading 
"Gyro Power" lighted up. With New¬ 
man at the wheel, the auto heaved for¬ 
ward. The inventor drove the slow- 
moving vehicle down the highway 
about a half mile and back, all the time 
answering questions from reporters 
striding alongside. Then he turned the 
car off. 

Newman said the electronic car can 
travel about 4 mph and can go up slight 
inclines. The inventor said he first 
powered the car on Jan 30 before a 
small group of George Countians, a 
demonstration that reportedly lasted 
30 minutes. 

If the technology were stepped up. he 
said, cars could be powered to a speed 
more practical, and even space travel 
could use the process. 

"I'm doing all this in the backwoods 
of Lucedale. Mississippi. What do you 
think would happen if big industry got 
behind it?” he asked. 

But industry hasn't supported the 
idea, and neither have the U.S. Bureau 
of Standards and the Patent and Trade¬ 
mark Office. An application by New¬ 
man for a patent has been rejected. 
Patent officials say his theories don't 
prove the machine produces more en¬ 
ergy than it consumes. 

"I support Joe Newman." said 
George County Chancery Gerk Jerry 
Harvey, among those watching the ex¬ 
hibition Wednesday. "The only thing 1 
understand about electricity is if you 
stick your finger in a socket, you’ll get 
it. But Joe Newman is ethical. If he says 
it works, it works." 

About $ 100,000 was spent developing 
the car, Newman said, and another 
$800,000 has been spent fighting the 
patent office. 

But the money's not important, he 
said. 

Newman criticized U.S. District 
Judge Thomas P. Jackson, the presid- 


jj Newman merits 
l more support 

oo * s Lucedale, Miss., the Kitty Hawk of this generation? 

O' 

Could be. 


JOURNAL GAZETTE, Ft. Wayne, IN 
April 19, 1987 CR: T. Curry 

Nessie the barge? William Ray thinks he has 
solved the mystery behind reports of a Loch Ness- 
hke monster in Lake Erie. A 40-foot floating plat¬ 
form, apparently used to hold construction equip¬ 
ment. recently washed ashore on his property about 
30 miles east of Toledo. “It looks terrible. It's huge 
and very old. Someone could assume it (was) some 
kind of monster," Ray said. But Alice and Jack 
Beatty, who saw the platform bobbing in the water, 
say the structure could not possibly be the monster. 
John McCarthy, of the U.S. Army Corps of Engi¬ 
neers in Toledo, disagrees with both groups. 

Compiled by Pamela Heinecke 


ing judge in the inventor's federal court 
case in Washington. D.C., and President 
Reagan for "keeping this invention 
from the public." 

A decision on his appeal is pending 

A small crew of Lucedale supporters 
gathered along the country road to 
watch the display. 

“1 take my son into the back yard, 
show him the stars, and tell h»/w he will 
be using his father s technology to fly to 
other solar systems 20 years from 
now." Newman said "I wouldn't tell 
him that if I didn't believe it *’ 


It was in that nearby municipality that former Mobilian 
. Joseph Newman on Wednesday afternoon drove a 1.800- 
■g pound car which he said was powered by a unique battery 
£ system — something which the experts said could not be 
! done. 

,j They had said much the same thing about the Wright 
< brothers' flying machine before they got it into the air in 
‘ 1903. Where would we be today without the airplane? 

3 Although Newman's sleek sports car moved at only a 
•§ few miles per hour, we should remember that the flying 
S machine devised by Orville and Wilbur Wright barely got 
„ airborne on that historic flight. 

Od 

“ The point is that American innovation is still alive and 
w well today, just as it was nearly a century ago. 

o Instead of denying Newman a patent — indeed, fighting 
2 him every step of the way — federal bureaucrats and the 
entire nation should give him full backing to determine if 
he has defied conventional theory and produced a new 
form of energy We are not saying that Newman is right or 
wrong — simply that he should be given a chance to prove 
his point. 

“Physics books of today say this cannot be done,” 
Newman said of his energy machine. 

Newman said it proved that "the magnetic field must 
have come from the basic make-up of the more than 200 
pounds of atoms m the copper coil of the motor and the 200 
pounds of atoms in the permanent magnet of the motor." 

Whatever that means, we are convinced that Newman 
deserves a better shake than he has received to date from 
the U.S. Patent Office and others. 

Alabama and Mississippi congressional delegations 
should add their influence to what amounts to a growing 
public outcry for Newman to get his patent and an oppor¬ 
tunity to usher in a new era of energy usage. 


| Loggers swear they saw 
f ‘large’ Bigfoot in Sierra County 


MoOAlOW *CWS SCRVCt 

SACRAMENTO — Three frightened log¬ 
os gers have filed a report with the Sierra 
County Sheriff's Department describing 
their encounter with a creeture they said 
c-j was Bigfoot. 

m Claude Dudley. Tommy Ruffing and Lee 
■Jj Janet 111, all Itinerant loggers, reported they 
o. were at a picnic area on Highway 8b be¬ 
tween Truckee and Sierraville when they 

1 began bearing screeching, squawking 
noises at dusk Friday, said Sgt. Joe Mosley 
Several minutes later, as they brewed cof 

o fee, they saw what they described as an 
n upright animal between 9 and 10 feet tali 
■Jj coming toward them, 
e "it was this large, hairy burnt black ani- 

2 m»l walking on ns hind legs," Mosley said 
** the trio told him. 

C When it saw them, it ran away toward 
w Prosser Lake, knocking over a small tree in 
. Its path. Mosley said 

g Around 40u feet separated the men from 
5 the creature, said Gary Horn, a California 
•2 Fish and Game Department warden who 
jja conducted an investigation of the area Sat- 
w urday. 

The men estimated thai the animal 


moved with a 5-foot stride, crossing High 
way 8b in two steps 

' One guy told me. Two strides was 
enough for me I packed up my grub and 
goi the hell out,' " Horn said 

The loggers drove directly to Sierraville, 
where they reported the Incident u> Mosley. 

The site is In a remote area of California, 
near the Nevada border. 

'Those guys were stone-cold sober They 
were actually aenous about this, and so 
scared that they wouldn't go back up to llit 
campground They slept in their vehicle 
right in Sierraville," Mosley said. 

Mosley contacted Horn, who returned to 
the site of the sighting with the three men 
Saturday. They used a dog trained to track 
bear and deer, but found no physical evi¬ 
dence to verify the pretence of such a crea 
ture. Horn said 

"They very obviously did sec something 
. but we were unable to come up with 
anything at all other than their belief in 
wbal they saw." said Horn 

The incident Is the first report m several 
> cars of a Bigfoot sighting in the northern ■ n 
Sierra. Mosley said. A similar creature was | JJ 
reported about 10 years ago In Nevada 
County near the western Sierra County 
line, he said. 
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Dinosaur or hallucination? 

Canada’s Ogopogo -- 6 Nessie’ of the north country 


By HOWARD WITT 

Of tha Chicago Tribune 

KELOWNA, British Columbia 

— It is easy enough to scoff at the 
legend of Ogopogo, a huge prehis¬ 
toric serpent said to live here in 
scenic Okanagan Lake in the heart 
of British Columbia’s mountains. 

After all, the dozen or so blurry 
photographs purported to show the 
monster could just as easily be pic¬ 
tures of waves or shadows or logs. 
One of the best ones, showing float¬ 
ing hum pi that look something like 
three car tires lashed together, 
turned out to be three car tires 
lashed together. 

Vigilant stakeouts over the years 
along the lake’s 93-mile length 
haven’t yielded any proof. 

Nor have physical descriptions 
of this Canadian “Nessie” been 
particularly watertight. Ogopogo 
has been variously described as 
being 10 to 60 feet long, resembling 
a serpent — or an oversized otter 

— or maybe a sturgeon. 

And then there are the countless 
local businesses that have adopted 
Ogopogo, truth or fiction, as an 
official mascot. The creature’s smil¬ 
ing likeness (this represents, pre¬ 
sumably, an educated guess at his 
physiognomy) graces all manner of 
buttons, T-shirts, signs and souve¬ 
nirs, and the beast has been ren¬ 
dered in living green color (another 
educated guess) in a statue by a 
lakefront park. 

Yes, all signs point to whimsy 
and imagination when it comes to 
Ogopogo of Okanagan Lake. 

Until, that is, you talk to some of 
the prominent and upstanding citi¬ 
zens of Kelowna who fervently 
believe they’ve seen something very 
big swimming in their lake. 

“I remember it like it was yes¬ 
terday,” attested Roy P. Mac Lean, 
retired publisher of the Kelowna 
Daily Courier, who had his close 
encounter 18 years ago while living 
along the lakeshore. “It was about 
4 p.m., and I looked out my win¬ 
dow and suddenly all the ducks on 
the water flew up at once. I saw 
three or four humps about 10 feet 
offshore, and its head was moving 
up and down as if it was eating. 
Then it swam off into the lake.” 

(Truth be told, Mac Lean was a 
believer in Ogopogo long before he 
saw it. In the 1940s he wrote: “For 
my part, I have not seen the Ogo¬ 
pogo, but I have seen flying sau¬ 
cers. If I can see flying saucers, why 
can’t my friends see Ogopogo?”) 

Or consider the more recent 
reported sighting by Garry Sharpe, 
the president of the local tourism 
association and a respected town 
businessman. 

“I never gave Ogopogo any con¬ 
sideration until I saw what I saw 
about four years ago,” Sharpe said. 


“I was with my wife and one of my 
sons and we were driving up along 
the lake when I noticed a turbu¬ 
lence in the water. Then we saw an 
object, that’s all I can say, it looked 
like a cigar in the water, just below 
the surface like a submarine. As it 
was coming up, it made a big wake 
in the water. Then it disappeared.” 

Sharpe added that he has not 
told many people about his sight¬ 
ing. “They might question my 
mental stability and whether I can 
continue as president of the tourist 
association,” he said. 

The mayor of Kelowna, popula¬ 
tion 62,000, has never seen Ogo¬ 
pogo, despite the fact that his office 
overlooks the lake. But James 
Stuart believes “obviously there 
must be something out there 
because so many people have seen 
something.” 

Sightings of Ogopogo, in fact, are 
said to date back hundreds of years 
to the Indians, who called the mon¬ 
ster N’ha-a-itk. In this century, 
local historian Arlene Gaal has col¬ 
lected reports of 200 sightings, with 
an average of five new ones every 
summer. 

“I have had three sightings 
myself,” said Gaal, a onetime crea¬ 
tive writing teacher who for the last 
15 years has been studying Ogo¬ 
pogo. “I have absolutely no doubt 
this is not a fish and this is not a 
log and this is not a wave. This is 
something animate.” 

Gaal acknowleges that her scrap¬ 
book of blurry pictures and a few 
indistinct videotapes are less than 
definite proof. 

“But if this stuff were properly 
analyzed and enhanced by the Jet 
Propulsion Lab in California, like 
they do with pictures from outer 


space, then we would have definite 
proof,” Gaal said. 

She added that the lab quoted 
her a rate of $1,000 an hour for its 
services. So far, no one in Kelowna 
has been interested enough in such 
definite proof to ante up. 

Believers suspect Ogopogo is a 
plesiosaurus, an aquatic breed of 
dinosaur that somehow missed the 
boat to extinction. 

Scientists are skeptical. Paul 
LeBlond, an oceanographer at the 
University of British Columbia who 
tracks reports of mysterious sea 


beasts, said he has seen Gael’s 
photo collection but “couldn’t 
really tell what I was seeing.” 

“The people standing there by 
the water seem to be seeing some¬ 
thing that is tremendously interest¬ 
ing to them, but then you see the 
pictures and it’s a blob or a blur,” 
he said. 

Nor is everyone in the Okanagan 
Valley convinced there is an Ogo¬ 
pogo. Harold Thwaite, former 
mayor of nearby Peachland, said 
succinctly: 

“I think it’s a bunch of bull.” 


Mountaineers 
claim proof 
of apish yeti 


£> A Reuter Report 

. LONDON — A Brltlsh-Norwe- 
§_ gian expedition returned Wedne*- 
0 day from me Himalayas with evi- 
h dence of the existence ot the 
„ legendary yeti, two British moun- 
ii talneers said. 

§ Chris Bonington and Jim Fother- 
® Ingham, whose attempt to climb the 
23.237-foot Menlungtse with three 
H Norwegian companions was aban¬ 
doned because of weather, said they 
photographed footprints that could 
have been made by a yeti. 

Reports of a mysterious ape-llke 
species living high In the snows of 
the Himalayas surfaced In the 1920i 
when climbers first began attempts 
to scale Mount Everest 

The creature also has beea 
dubbed the abominable snowman. 
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DEPUTIES PUZZLED — The 
recent mutilations of two cows 
have puzzled Hempstead County 
sheriff’s deputies. County resi¬ 
dent John Kramer reported March 
26 one of his cows had been killed, 
its tongue had been cut out and 
the hide removed from its head, 
Deputy Gary Billings said. Twelve 
days later, John Lloyd, who lives 
near Kramer, reported a similar 
death and mutilation of a cow, 
Billings said. About seven years 
ago, similar cattle mutilations 
were reported in Bowie County, 
Tex., he said, and about the same 
time incidents were reported in 
Pike County. None of those cases 
has been solved, and the deputy 
said he had no leads in the two in 
Hempstead County. “We don't 
know what’s going on." 


USA TODAY, 
March 


Arlington, 
18, 1987 


VA 


VERMONT 

MONTPELIER — House- 
OK’d bill protects Lake Meph- 
remagog monster. Senate last 
year OK'd protection for Lake 
Champlain serpent. Rep. 
Frank DaPrato: “If we keep 
this up, well have monsters In 
every pond In Vermont'’ ... 


® Unbelievably good 

- 1 When ad execs for Dryer’s 
- Grand Ice Cream started looking 
e ~ for new spokespeople, they 
3 bypassed movie stars and “Star 
p. Search” winners to go straight to 
the experts. When Dryer's unveils 
1 their new campaign slogan, “An 
unbelievable spokesperson for an 
unbelievable product,” we can rest 
o easier knowing there is, indeed, 

<u truth in advertising. The “unbe- 
q lievable” spokespeople include 
c Douglas MacKinnon, who says he 
« spent about 30 minutes with the 
Loch Ness monster, Ida Kannen- 
sZ berg, who claims to have had nu- 
§ merous UFO encounters; and How- 

J ° ard Hughes’ best buddy, gas sta- 
M tion attendant Melvin Dummar. 

0 No word yet on Shirley MacLaine’s 
m participation in the campaign, 
o. 

tfl 
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Creature seen 
in Derry Twp. 


By KIM OPATKA 
Bulletin Staff Writer 
A large humanoid, ape-like 
creature, similar to Bigfoot, stan¬ 
ding eight to nine feet tall, has been 
sighted by several residents in the 
Derry Township Village of Gray 
Station. 

Reports of the sightings have 
been circulating through the area 
recently and Stan Gordon of the 
Pennsylvania Association for the 
Study of the Unexplained (PASU) 
today confirmed that such a 
creature has been seen in the area. 

The first reported encounter with 
the creature was Dec. 13 in Gray 
Station when, according to Gordon, 
a local man was coming out of the 
woods at about dusk. The man 
reported that a heavy object was 
thrown at him, falling in front of his 
feet. The object was thought to be a 
railroad tie or a large piece of 
wood. 

The man looked up and saw a 
large, ape-like creature blocking 
the path. The creature was describ¬ 
ed as standing eight to nine feet 
tall, with a large head, wide 
shoulders, long arms hanging past 
its knees, and long hair. It’s eyes 
appeared to be far apart and it was 
standing upright. 

Gordon’s records indicate the 
man and the creature stared at 
each other until the creature turn¬ 
ed, stooped and ran back into the 
woods. 

The man, whom Gordon did not 
identify, has been a woodsman for 
many years and was quite shaken 
by the incident. 

The creature, according to Gor¬ 
don, is very similar to a bigfoot- 
type animal that has been seen in 
the area since 1973. 

‘‘It’s a yearly thing," Gordon 
emphasized, noting that similar 
reports are turned in to PASU 
every year. He cited an incident 
which occurred in February of 1985 
in the Chestnut Ridge above Derry, 
where large footprints, measuring 
17 inches long by nine inches wide, 
were trailed through the woods. 

Those footprints, he estimated, 
belonged to a creature that weigh¬ 
ed from 450 to 600 pounds and stood 
about eight feet tall. His estimation 
was based on the depth of the prints 
in the snow and the stride. Gordon 
noted that there were no other 
tracks in the area. 

The most recently reported 
sightings started in October in Uni¬ 
ty Township, according to Gordon, 
when a property owner noticed that 
his new electric fence kept getting 


broken down. In one instance be 
found a large set of footprints near 
the fence. 

A cast of the footprints made by 
PASU indicated that the prints 
were similar to a cast made in 1973 
in Greens burg during the first 
bigfoot wave in the county. The 
prints were 13 inches long by eight 
inches wide. 

People in that area of Unity 
Township reported hearing 
unusual screams at night, and 
unusual sounds, said Gordon, and 
rabbits and cats with broken necks 
were found, though there were no 
sightings of the creature. 

"Quite often we hear similar 
reports in areas where such in¬ 
cidents occur," he said. 

The creature was sighted several 
times in Gray Station in December, 
with more recent sightings occurr¬ 
ing in February. 

Two men in a car reported seeing 
a similar creature near a creek in 
the same area of Gray Station at 
2:30 a.m. one day. 

“Others have seen it," said Gor¬ 
don, according to second-hand 
reports he has heard, "but they are 
reluctant to discuss it for fear of be¬ 
ing ridiculed." 

In February, in the same general 
area, another man had a clear view 
of the creature at 2 a.m. as he was 
driving home, and saw it in front of 
his car. He said he saw it clearly in 
the headlights, according to Gor¬ 
don's files. 

The reaction of pets in the area 
also may indicate that there was 
some type of animal near the town. 
Gordon said pets act unusually and 
are sometimes frightened by it. 

He said that although there have 
never been any documented cases 
on Bigfoot, hundreds of sightings 
have been reported and catalogued 
throughout Pennsylvania. He em¬ 
phasized that the creature has 
never hurt any humans, though it 
seems to be curious about them, 
and it runs off when it’s seen. 

He urges people who have 
sighted the creature to contact 
PASU at 6 Oakhill Ave., 
Greensburg, or to call 838-7768 
when a sighting occurs. All records 
will remain confidential, according 
to Gordon, and persons may call 
PASU at the above number 24 
hours a day. 

PSAU is a volunteer statewide 1f| 
scientific research group which in- £ v 
vestigates incidents such as UFO 
and bigfoot sightings. 



